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-THE CANTERBURY TALES. " 
THE COKE'S TALE OFGAMELYN. 

9 iSq\s lithin and liflinith, and 
Herkinith you'aright, 
And ye faullin here me tell 
You of a duughti knight. 

Sir Johan of Boundis depid wa« 5 

This ilke knight'is name ; 
Wele coudiu he of noritlire, 
And eke of mochii game. 

The CoWi T.ilc ofGjtmlyn] So many of the mlT. have this 
Tale that I can hardly think it could be unknown to tiie for- 
mer editor* of this poet's Works; nor can I think of a rcafoa 
vrhy they ncpIcAcd to publilh it. PolTibly they met only with 
thofc mlf. th»t had not thUTale in them, and contented thcm- 
fclves with tlie number of Tales tliey found in thofe mif. If 
they h&d any of tliofc m^. io which it i& I cannot give a riufon 
why they did not give it a place amongft tlie rcft^unlefs they 
doubted of its being genuine ; but bccaufe I ttiid it in fo many 
Bin*. I have no doub: of it, and therefore make it publick, and 
call it the fifth Tale. In all the mfl*. it is called 'Ilie Coke's 
Talc, and therefore I call it fo in like manner : but had I found 
h without an infcription, and had been left to my fancy t«i 
have bellowed it on wl\ich of the pil^img I had plcafed, I 
Ihould certaUily luve adjudged it to the i^quire'n Yeoman, 
who tliough as minutely defcrlbed by Chaucer and charader- 
tied in the third place, yet I find no Talc of iiia In any of the 
raflf. : and becaufe I think there is not any one that would tic 
Um fo well as thiii, I have ventured to place h!s picture before 
Oil Tale, 1110* I leave tlie Cook in podeifion of the title. Unj\ 
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ofhim wereagafl; 
^Idift dcferv'd his fadir's curfc, 
had it at the laft. 
^ic goda knighte his fadir did 
: fo long and ydrc, 
Deth was comin him unto, 
handlid him full fore, 
he godc knight ycarid moch, 
fike there as he lay, 
that his childerin ihuld^ 
Q af^er his day. 
e hadde ben widS where, but 
hofbond^hewas; 
he londe which that he had 
I Tcrray purchas ; 
id fayn he woldd that it were 
d among them all, 
everich of fh«>m huA hia ««^«« 



THE COKK*S TALK OF QiA4Cf bTH^ / 

He fcnt them word by letterui . ' 
That they (huld hy<* blyve ..'..' 

If that they wol fpekin with bin •. '. 
While that he was on live. 49 

Sonc as thofe knightis herdia how- . 
Thus fek^ that he lay, 
tho hadd^ they no mannir reft .■-.■; 
Nothir by night nor day 

Tyll that they jcomin unto hini^ 45 

There as he layd him ftill, 
Vpon his deth*is bedde for to 
AbidinGodd'iswill. 

Thus then faidin the god^kniglitf, i . . . 
Sek2 there as he lay, ■ 't i ; .. !• 

X^ordis, 1 warnd you forfothe, - / 

Withputin any nay, 

I may no lengif livin here 
In this forowful flound, 

For thorough Godd*is will fupreme S§ 

Dethe drawith me to ground. - 

There ne was no one of them aUe« 
That herdin him aright, 
That thei ne haddi mochil ronth 
Upon that ilkd knight; 4* 

And feid^, Sir, for Godd'is love 
Ke difmayin you nought, 
God may don bote of bald 
Which that is now ywrought. 



r the love of me, 

» and drcflith mySldiidU 

ng my fonis thrc. 

d,frcndi«,fo,%|ie'ioTe'ofGod 
1 them nat amys, 

orgettith not Gart^yn, " 
3ngd fone that is. ' . 

uthhcdaunt^tfcitonc ■ 
U as to that other; 
»c ye fcin any heif*' 
clpa woU his brother. 

lettin they the knighteiiggui 
that was not in hele, • 

thci wentfn to ceruiifaile 
dis for to dele ; 

» delin them all to oon 

w ther only thought^ 



TBI CflJC* .8 JA^t qr GAM^^TV* 9 

And ev^rich of them fctdin 
l-ill othir fulle loudc, 

His bretherin mowe give him Jonde . 95 

Whan that he godis koude. 

Whan they had delld ^he loodi« 
Aftir their owne will, : " ': :■• ■ 

Tho camin they unto the knigl^t. ; - ' 

There as he lay full ftill, - ZOO 

And toldinun^^hin^ anon ■' ' .•■ ' 

How that they hadd y wrought. 

And the knight there as he feke lay 

Ylikid it right nought. 

Then feid^ the knight angrily, XC5 

I fware by Seint Martyn 
For ^11 that which ye have ydone 
Yet is the lond^ myn. 

For Godd*is love, my neighbouri?, . : 
Standith ye alld ftill, ZIO 

And I woll delin my londe 
Aftir myn owne will. 

Johan myn eldift fone (hall .' / 

Y have plowis five, ' ; .. 

That was my fadir's heritage . II5 

While that he was on live ; ...:..' 

And my middillii^fon^ fliall;^.:; . .. 
Five plowis have of lond / ■ 

That I holpe for to gettin ''..-.-... .. 

With myn own rightc hond ;. :;.,^ ',.,1 ... . !*• 



lawisconot lood, 
jamdlyn'is love t^t 
! my bequefl; may (lend, 
hus delid hath the gode knight^ 
iOnd^ be his dai, 
It upon his deth'is bedd^, 

like there as he lay : 
kJid fone aftirwordis he 
as a ftone flill, 
. dyid whan the tyme came, 
t was Crift'is will, 
.non aftir that he waf dede. 
1 undir grafs ygrave, 
I fond the eldir brothir 
ylid the yonge knave. 
le tokin into his hoadit 
londis and his lede, 
d alfo Gamelyn himftlf ' 
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His parkis eke, and his wodit, 
And diddd nothyng wel, 
And fichin he it aboughtd 
On his own feire fell. 

So longd tyme was Gamdlyn 
In his brotherMs Hail, 
For the flrengift of gode will 
They doutidin him all. 

There ne was none wight in that pkce^ 
Kothir yong8 ne olde, 
That wolde wrathinc.Oami^lyo 
Were he nevir fo bold. 

Gamelyn (lode upon a day 
In his brother'is yerde, 
And he began with his hondd 
To handilin his berde. 

He thoughtin upon his londis. 
That layin long unfawe, 
And alfo of his feire okis, . / 
That doune were ydraw. . ' 

His parkis weria a} brokin, . . ■• 
And al his deir reved ; 
Of alle his gode iledis noon 
Was there with him beleved ; 

His houfis werein unhelid 
And full evilly dight ; * 
Tho thought this yonge Gamelyn 
It wente not aright. 
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xxuuiwurc ny <^oaa is tK>ke, 
Thon (halt y go bake, luke, thy felf ; 
I wol not be thy coke. 

How, brothir Gamely n, quod he, 
ThuA aofwerift me thou ? 
Thou fpakift nevir fo(^e a word 
!^et as thou doift now. 

By my faith, feide OamMyn, 
Now me it thinkith nede ; 
Of all the harmis that I have 
I nevir yit toke hede. 
* My parkis ben y brokln, and 
My deir ben yreved ; 
Of myn harnis and my ftedis 
Noght is there me beleved. 

Al that my fadir me bequethe 
Al goith now to fhame. 
And therefore have thou Oodd*i8 curfe, 



into Ills bond nomin, 
Gamdyn was award tho, 
He forlaugh them comin. 

Tho Gamdlyn Ciogh them comin 
He lokld oYir all, 
And was ward of a peftil 
Stodd undir the wall. 

And Gamelyn was fully light. 
And thidir gan he lepe, 
And droffe alle his brother's men 
Right fond on an hepe. 

He lokid like a wild lion, 
And laidin on gode wone ; 
Tho whan his brothir feyd that 
He beganne to gonne. 

He fleigh up untill a loftd. 
And ihet the dord faft : 
Thus Gamdlyn with his peftil 



THB C»Kt*l TALB OF OAWZLTir/ 1$ 

What now ? feide Gaod^lyn ; Brothir, %to 

Evil moti yc the ; 
Wolle ye beginnin contek 
And than fo fond fie ? 

Gamelyn fought his brothir tho 
Whithir he was yflowe, 1651 

And faugh where that he lokid out 
At 9 folere windowe. 

Brothir, cho fi^ijdd Gamdyn, 
Comith a litil nere, 

And I woU techin the a plaie 170 

Attd the bokiilere. 

His brathir to hypn anfwerid, 
And iwore by Seint Richere, 
While the pcftil is id thyn honde 
I woll comin no nere. ^JS 

Brothjr, I woll mak|n the pecct' 
I fwere by Crift'is ore ; 
Caftith away the pellil tho. 
And wrathd the na more. 

I mot nedis, feide Gamdlyn^ %Zq 

Wraths me at onys. 
For that thou woldifl make thy men 
To brekin my bonis. 

Nc had I haddin meyn and might» 
In myn owne twey armes, %^$ 

To have y pufhin them fro me 
They would have done me harmei. 

Bij 



* uc uia It not, my.brociiir, 
Botright fora fondiDg, 
For to lokin if thoacwcrefinNig^ 
- And art fo very ying. 

Come adonn then to lae, quod he, 
And graunte me my bone, 

Of oo thing I woll aikin the, 
And we IhuU faughtc fone. 

Adoun then caminhit hrothir, 
That fikill was and fcD, . 
And was fwithe right fore agnail 
Of that like pcftil. 

He fcidc, Brothir Gam^lyn; ' 
Aflc^ me now thy bone. 

And loke that you me blamd, biit 
Igrauntaitfullfone. 

Tho feidin yonga Gani^lyii;' 
Brothir mync, I wifs 



YRE COKX*S TALE or GAMILriTr 17 

That thoti (halt haY^, Gamelyoi 
liwere by Crift^is ore, 
Ai that thy fadir the bequethe. 
Though thou woldift have tnore^ 

Thy londd, that now lyith lie, ^t% 

Full well it fliall he fowe, 
And thyne houfis yraifid tip 
That now ben layd full lowe. 

Thus feide the knight to Oam^lyn^ 
But only with his mouth, ^aj 

Andthoughtebutoffalf^nefiy ' 

As he right weld couth. 

*thc knighte thoughtin on traifoOj 
But Gamdlyn on noon. 

And went and kiiiid his brothiT) ^gm 

And then they were at oon. 

'Alas for yonge Gamelynj 
Nothing at all he wiil 
With fwich£ falfe traifon 
His brothir hath him kid. 335 

Lithinith and leflinith, and 
Holdith you llillc your tonge. 
And ye (hull herin fb-aunge talking • . , 
Of Gameiyn the yonge. 

There happid to be there beiide 340 

Tryid a wraftiling. 
And therefore there was yfiittin * 
A ram and als a ring. 
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And Gam^lyn vn»in a will 
To weDdd thereunto. 
For to previn his mighte, and fe 
What that he couthd do. 

Now hrothir mync, quod Gam^Iytr, 
By holie Seint Richere 
Thou muftd nedis lene to night 
Me a litil courleie, 

That is freihc to thefjporisy 
Upon him for to ride ; 
I muftin on an errand go 
A littil here befide. 

Be God, feide Iiis4>rethir tho. 
Of ftedis in my ftali 
Goith and chefith the the beft^ 
And fparith none of alle. 

Of fledis or of courferis. 
That (londith *hem beiide» 
And tellith me, my gode brbthir, 
Whithor thou wilte ride. 

Here beildis, brothir, is 
Y cry id a wraftling, 
And therefore ihall^ ben y fett 
A ram and als a ring. 

lUochd worihip It were fothly, 
Brothir, unto us all 
Might I the ram and als the ring 
Bringin home to the Hall. 




Tl» COK»*« TAtI or OAMlttrtt, i^ 

A flcdc there was fadilM, ■ . : .: ^ . ".•. 

*oia.x-th was it and eke flete ; = . j...' "" 

/'*'»i^lyn diddin a peire of • 
Spor is faft on his fete. '3/1 

^^c fat his fote in the ftirrop, 
Th^ fiedehcbeftrodc, ' 

An<i towardis the wraftiling • : . 

The yongd childe rode.- 

■* ^0 Gam^ljm the yongd waa • jfo 

^^<lin out at the gate 
^^^ falfc knight his own hrdthif 
Lok: V:id it aftir thate. -.1 • 

-^rid he befoughtin J«fii Chrift, 
Th^t is of he vin king, 3S5 

Th^:t: hcmightcbrekiBbfenek 

Ui ti^at ilk wraftiling. 

-^flTone as Gamaiyti tim there 

The x„T»jftlj„g pl3^^ ^^g . .' ' 

He lightiddown of theftfede 390 

Ar.«.L i^od.*:! on the gras. / ' s. ! ! ■ 

-^nd ther he herd afraiik^lyn 
Welo way for to fing, • :- 

A^<1 beganin all bittirly 
Hia handis for to wring. 39 j 

^od^ man, feide Oamtlyii, 
Why makift thou this fare f 
Is there no man that niiy you help 
Out of this nice care? 



t has wroaghtin mc forow^ 
he hath flayn my too fonit 
if that God them borrow. 
iroldk givin ten pouodis, 
efu Crift, and more, 

I the nonis I fond a man 
andilin him fore. 

3d8 man, feidd Osm^lyn, 
thou this weia done f 
1^ my hors while that my man 
withofmyfhone. 
id help my man alfo to k<pe 
lothis and my ftede, 
[ woll into the place gon 
loke how I may fpede. 
God, feide the frankclyn, 

II right fo be don, 

mV filfin hi* f hir m«n 
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Barefote and ungert Gsmel^ 
Into the ringe came, 

AUc that werin in the jlUcc . 4 je 

Hedin of him the'name. 

How he durflin aventure him 
On him to don his might 
That was £0 doughti a champion • 
In wraftling and in fight. ^tj- 

Upftcrtd tho the champon ' 

Full rapely right anon, 
Towardis yongd Gamel^R 
He tho began to gon, 

-AndfcidcjWhoisthyiWif, 440 

And who is eke thy fire ?'' 
Foiibthe thoa art i'gi^Vtok 
For that thou camift hire. 

Anon Gamdlyn anfwdlid' 
The flout champion tho, t • j^e 

Thou knewift full wele my £&d}r 
Wfail^ that he couthe go : 

Whilis that he was ^ Iive$ 
I were by Seint Martyn, 

Sir John of Boundis was4>ii( name, 450 

And I am Gam^Iyn. « •' 

Felawe, feide the champion, 
So evir mote I thrive, 
I knew right wel^ thy fadir 
While that he was on live ; 455 
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THl coke's TALE OF GAMELTN. 3^ 

Qamclyn to the champion 
Ycde fmartily anon, 
Of ail the tornis that he coude 
He (hew id him but one ; 4S5 

And keft him oh the lifre fide 
That thre ribbis to brak, 
And thereunto his left armd» 
That gaf a grette crak. 

Then feide yoog^ Gamelym 490 

Smertly to him anon, 
Shall it be holdin for a caft. 
Or ellis go for none ? 

Bi God, feide the champion, 
Whedir fo that it be, 495 

He that ones comith in thyn hand 
Shallin he ne vir the . 

Than feide the frabkdlya, that - 
Thre fonis there had lore, 

Bleflid be thou, yonge Gam^Iyo, 5CO 

That evir thou were bore ! 

For now unto the champion 
This have 1 for to feie, 
This is the yongd Gam^lyn 
That taught^ the to pleie. 3^5 

Ayen anfwerde the champion, 
That likid nothyng well, 
He is alle their maiftir, and 
Hii» plcic is right fell. 



Allone withoutin ferk. 

And feide, If there be any mo 

Let them come to werk. 

The champion which that painid 
Him to workin fo fore. 
It femith by his countinaonce 
That he wille no more. 

GamMyn in the place iiU>de 
Stills as'any done 
For to abidin wra^Ungi 
fiat there ycomith none. 

There ne was nofie with Gamelya 
That wold8 wraftle more, 
For he handilid the champion 
So wonderoufly fore. 

Two gentihnein^ that owned the 
Come to Gamelyn, God geve them | 
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dd to them Gamelyn, 

well yfare, 

yet halvindele 

my ware. 

ide the champion fo broke, 540 

cl^ fwere 

e that thereof bieth, 

:ftitfodere. 

de to him thcfrankelyn, 

in mochill care, 545 

: faidd, whi bkkift 

loche of his ware ? 

t Jame, that in Galis is, 

y man has fought, 

loche too godd chepe -55^ 

t hadin ybought. 

at the waf dinis werin 

c wrafliling 

rth, and bijoaght Gamilyn 

md als the ring. 55 J 

us wann yong^ Gamelyn 

ind eke the ring, 

:c forth \«;ith mochil joy 

*d in the morning. 

ithir fe where that he come 5 6a 

he grette rout, 

:he porter fhute the gate, 

in him without. 

ri. C 



Now lithinith and leftinith 
Bothe yonge and old, 
And ye fliuUin here gamin 
Of Gamelyn the bold. 

Gamelyn comith thereimto 
For to have comin in ; 
But all in yaine ; the dore then wai 
Y Ihitt faft with a pyn. 

Than feidc yonge Gamelyn, 
Porter, undo the yate, 
for many a gode mann'is 
Sonne flondirh thereat. 

Then anfwerid him the porter, 
And fwore by Godd*is berde, 
Thou ne (halt, frende Gamelyn, 
Comin into this yerde. 

Thou lyift, feide Gamelyn, 




lilb, fei<]j Gam^lyo, 

ofoleatlightai 
nigh ihow hid yrwore. 
'D ovirtuke the poiter, 

him (ull upon the nek, 

le boD to bnk ; 

ke him by that ooo srm^ 

■ him in i well ; 

idrid fadom it ww ikpCi 

hadi telle. 

3ainclyD the yooge thui 

)rid hit play, 

in the yerdi were 

rin them away, 

redia him full for^ for 

;e(hat he wiought, 

he fayir cumpan^r 

lad thithir broughf. 

Gam^yn f cde to the gsca 
it up wide, 
D tl\i the rout 
•roldinorride; 
;id£, Vc ben prclcome 
n any greTc, 
id ben niaificrii here, 



I'arcyn wjiii utc vu iwjrii| 
^nd If ye v^ill don aftir me,' 
Whil any fopc is inn : 

And if my brothir grutchith us^ 
Or makith foulc chcre, 
Othir for fpence of rAete and drink ' 
That we ihull fpendin here, 

I ani the ovircatorir. 
And here our althir purfe, 
He fhalle have for his grutchiog' 
San^a Maria s curfe. 

My brothir is but a nigon, 
I fwere by Crift'is ore, 
And we woU fpende largily 
That he hath fparid yore. 

And whofo that makith gr^tchlnf^ 
That we do here ydwell, 
He fhall zo unto the porter 



TBI coke's tali or GAMXLTN* 29 

All in a lidl torrit his 
Brothirlaydeyfteke^ 

And laagh him wafiin his godis^ 650 

But durfte not to fpeke. 

Right erli in a morrowning, 
tJpon the eighte day, 
I'he geftis come c6. Gamelyn, 
And woldd gon thir way. 6s S 

Lordit, tho fddi Oamelyo, 
And wollin ye fo hie ? 
Alii the wyne is not yet dronk, 
^ brookio I mine eye. 

Yonge Gamelyn in his hertd '46o 

^asforowfuU and wo 
^han that his geftis toke their leve 
And fro him wolde go. 

He wolde that they had dwellid 

L^ngir, and they feide Nay, 665 

But biuught Gamdlyn to God, 
Afld bad him have gode dai. 
Thus madd Gamelyn his fefte, 
And brought it well to end, 

And aftirward his geftis toke 6 70 

^^yh their way to wend. 

Now lithinith and liftinith, 
And holdith you your tonge, 
And ye (hulliu herd gamin 
OfGamdlyn the yonge. 575 



^^ ****" Mvn -was ^^S"*" . 

Tho v?ban tnav 
.,i„«rercanclgon 
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l^>r,brothir, thou h^ftiahadddj 
1 fwere by Scint Richerc, yof 

Of fiftene plowls of londie 
This full fixtenc ycrc ; 

And of alia the bcftii which 
Thou hafta forth ybrcdd, 

That my fadir to me bequeth« 710 

Upon his dcth'isbedd: 

Of aUe this full ilzte;ne yere 
J gc?^ the the prow, 
For the metd and tbetlriokd 
That we have fpendid now. 7 jf 

Than thus feida the falfd koight, 
(Full evil mote he the) 
Hcrkinith, brothir Gamelyn, 
^at I woll gevin the ; 

For of my body, brother, h«ir 710 

^gettinhave Inone; 
* Wolia makin the my heir, 
IfwcrabySeintJohn. 

Par mafay, feida Gdm^lyn, 
And if that it fo be, 725 

And thou thinkift as thou feyift, 
May God yeldin it the ! 

Nothing wifld yong Gamelyn 
•Ofhisbrother'isgile, 

And therefore he him begilid 73» 

^ 'erry UttU while. 
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I fworc in that wrathc, ana 
[n that my grctc mote, 

That thou Ihuldift ybonde be 
Both hondc and eke fotc: 

And therefore I bcfechc the. 
My brothir Gamelyn, 
Letith thou noght mcbeforfworn, 
A8 brothir art thou mine ; 

But letith me ybindin the 
Both hondd and eke fote, 
For me to holdin mync avough* 
Right as I the behotc. 

Brothir, tho feide Gamelyn, 
As fo motin I the. 
Thou Ihalt^ not ben forfworin 
For the love of me. 

Tho madin Uiei this Gamelya 
rr^ f.**0 miffht he not fland, 
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And for-thi I woU departin 
With the of my fre lond. 

Than him anfwerid this Adanii 
Which that was the Spencer, 
I have yfervid thy brothir 
This full fixtenc ycre. 

And if I ihulde letin yott 
To gon out of his boure 
He woldin aftirwardis fcye . 
That I were a traytour. 

Adam, anfwerid Gamelyn, 
So broukin I myn hals, 
Thou ihalte findin my brothir 
At the lad righte faU ; 

And therefore, brothir Adam, tiie 
LoIB out of my bonds, 
And I wolld departin with 



.._ r_ 
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Adam, tho feidd Gamelyn, 
AsibmowinI the, 
I woU holdd the cov^naunt, 
An thoa too wolld me. 

Anon as Adam his lordd 8 19 

To beddd was ygone, 
Adam tokd the kaies, and lat 
Gam^lyn oat anon. 

He nnlokid yonge Gamdlyn 
Both hondis and eke fete, 8l| 

Oo hope of the avaunc^ment 
Wch that he him behete. 

Then feide yonge Gamdlyn, 
Thankid be Godd*is fonde, 

For now that I ^m ylofid Sj* 

Both fote and alfo hohd ! 

Had I but etin a litil, 
And thereto dronk aright, 
There is none in this houf^ that 
Shuld bindd me this night. %$$ 

Tho Adam tokd Gamelyn, 
Asftill as any (lone, 
Andhaddin him into the fpence 
I^ght rapily anon ; 

And fettin him to his foupere 849 

lUght in a privie ftede. 
And badin hym do gladily, 
And Oamelyn fo dede. 
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ror me to go co my Drouiir, i 

And gerdin of his hede ? 

No, Gamdyn, feidin Adam, 
Itihalid not be fo, 
But I can telle the a rede 
Thatisyworththetoo. S 

I wot^ wele forfothe that 
( And this it is no nay) 
We ihuilin have a mangerie 
Rights upon Sonday ; 

Of abbotis and priouris I 

Full many here (hal be, 
And othir men of holie cherch. 
As I can telle the : 

Thou ihalte ftond up by the poft. 
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And if that they will borrow the 
That werin a godc game, 
Than werin thou out of prifoa 
And I als out of blame ; 

But if that ev^rich of them 
Saye unto us Nay, 
I ihullc doQ anothir thing, 
I fwerc by this day. 

Thou ihalld have a gode flaffe, 
And I woll have another. 
And Grid' is curfe have that oon 
That failc fliaU that othir. . 

Ye, for God, feide Qaniclyn, 
I fay it right for me 
If that I failin on my fide 
Than evil mote I the. 
J, If that we ihuUin algati* 

Affoile them of thire fynne ; 
^Vamith me, my brothir.Adam, 
Whan that we (hall hegynn. 

^low Gamclyn, feidin Adam, 
By Seint^ Charita 
I woUe warne the beforn 
Whan that the time fliall be. 

Whan that I twinkin upon the 
iokc for to be gon, 
And caft away the fetteris, 
And come to me anon. 
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II mac cney iisuJUn wemd me 
To bring the out of bendes 
I wolle fettin gode flrokis 
Full right upon their lendes. 

Tho the Sondy was jcomitiy 
And thefe folk to the fefle; 
Faire they wercin y^relcomid 
Bothe the lefle and mefte. 

And CTir as they at the Hall 
Dord were comin in 
They everich caftin an eie 
On yong^ Gamdlyn. 

The falfe knight his own brothii 
So full of trecherie, 
Alld the geftis that there were 

At that ilW manart^rrm 
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ft ne is not wele yfervl^^ 
^ God that allc made, 

"^at I ihoid fittin here Ming 930 

^Qd othir men hiake gjade, 

T^e faUe knighte l^if bf Qthir, 
"Whereas that he yftode, 
T-oIdin to alld his gedis 
"^lut Gam^lyn was wodc. ^ J5 

And Gameiyn there Aadc itiU, 
A^d aofwerid right fioght, 
^ttt of Adam*i8 wordis he 
HelifeftiU in his thought. 

Tho Gameiyn began ^o fpekc* <^4* 

^ghtdoTilefuUy withall, 
^Uto the grctt<J lordis that 
Yfatyain the Hall: 

My Lordlingis, the £pi4in he» 
^orCcift'ispafiion ^4S 

Helpin to bringe Gamelyp 
i^ntofthilkeprifoD. 

Than feid^ to him ap abbot, 
(Sorow upon his cheke !) 

Hefliallin have Crift'is curfe 95° 

And Seinte Maries «kQ, 

That (hajl the out qf this prifoa 
Beggin owthir borow, 
But cvir worthe iiym full wele 
^Jutdoth the mykil ibrow. ^^^ 

1>H 



Alle that the fhali borrowiu 
lote them foule fall; 
ind thus yl<:idin alld they 
rfeat werin in the Hall. 

Than feide to him a priour. 
Evil mowin he thrive ! 
It is grette forow and care, 
Boy, that thou art on live. 

On, on^fcide yosge Gam^lyD, 
So broukin I my bone, 
Now that I havin efpyid 
That frendis have I none. 

A curfid mot he worthe be, 
Both^ flelhc and blode, 
'I hat evir doth to priouris 
Or abbotc? any gode. 

Anon Adam the Dif^encer 
— » ?- ..„ h9th the cloth, 




Adun lokid oD Oamclfii, 

And caft anaic ihc fetterit, 
4lid began for lo goD. 

Tho he ctmin unio Adun, 
He toke to the dim llaff. 
And begaiuiii to vcAi wek. 
And gudc Qrokii he gsM. 

Gtmilfa came into the Hall, 
And Adam Spencet both. 
And lokid them allaboutin 
Ai tbey hum ben wroth. 

Gamflyn fprenith holi watir 
AU with an okin fpire, 
That fame of them ibat lloie upricht 
Fillin into the 6re. 

Thete wat no mannir lends man 
Thar in the Hall« [lade 
That woldf doia Gameljn 
Any thing * but gode. 

But tbci (lode befidin, and 
X.etjthein bothc werch, 
For thei ne hadde no rputbe 
Ofmenorholicherch. 

Of abbot or of priqur, or 
Ofmonkorotcanan, 
That Gamelyn hith oviitokc, 
Aaon thcf jcdin doun. 



Tho Gamdlyn, feidd Adam, 
•"or Scint^ Charite 
^ay^ith, I pray, gode livcray, 
Vnd for the love of me ; 

And I woll^ kepin the dore; 
>e evir here I mafie 
ir that they ben aiToilyid 
rhcr (halle noon ypafle. 

Dout^ the noght, fcide Gamelyn, 
kVhilc that we ben in fere ; 
Jut kepd th©u wcle the dorc 
\nd I well werkin here ; 

Befturrith the, gode Adam, and 
^Je lettith none yfie, 
^nd wc ihall telle largily 
riow many here there be. 

To Gameiyn feldin Adam, 
")nith thfm all hiif crnAe. 
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Thas Gamdlyn and Adam hath IO40 

Y wroughtin righte faft. 
And pleidin with the monkis tho, 
And madd them agafl. 

Forth hidir they comd riding 
Full jolily with fwaines, 1045 

But home agen they werin ledde 
In cartis and in waines. 

Tho as they haddin all ydone 
Than fcidin a gray frere, 

Alas! alas ! my Lord Abbot, IOj« 

What didd^ we now here ? 

Tho that we hithir did ycome 
It was a coldc rede ; 
Us had far bettir ben at home 
With watir and with bredc. IOJ5 

While Gamclyn made orderis 
Of monkis and of frere 
Evir ftode his brothir ftilk, 
And made foule chere. 

Tho Gamelyn up with his ftaiF, ic6© 

That he full welc knew, 
And grettin him upon the nek, • 
That he him overthrewe, 
A litil above the girdil 
The riggin bone to braft, IC65 

Andfett him in the fetteris 
"^^crc as he fattin arft. 



And fwithe as they yiMuu*. «. 

Wrokin them on their fone. 
They aikid for the watir, and 
They wifhin them anon. 

What fome of them for their lovi. 
And fome for their awe, 
Alid the fenrauntis fervid 
Them of the befld bw. 

The Ihereff was theonis away 
Bat about a five myle, 
And all was toldin unto him 
Within a littil whyle, 

How Gamelyn apd Adam had 
Ydon a forry res, 
Boundin and woundin many men 
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Now four-and-twenty yong^ men; 
That holdin them full bold, 
Comin unto the ihiregereve, 
And feide that they wold 

Both Gamelyn and eke Adam - XlOO 

Yfettebethe way; 
The Ihiregereve gafc them love 
The foth as f you fay. 

Thes youge meine hidin them 
Faft, woMe they not lynne • • TICS 

Tyll that they comin to the gate 
There Gamelyn was innc. 

Thy knokidin upf)n the gate. 
The porter tho was nye, 

And lokid forth out at an hole, 1 1 10 

As man that was full flye. 

The porter had beholdin them 
Butforalitil while, 
He lovid welc Gamelyn, 
And was adrad of gilc, 1 1 15 

And forthi lete the wiket 
YftondinfulleftiU, 
And aflcid them that ftant without 
What ywas their will ? 

For alle the gret company XI 20 

Than fpake bot one alone, 
^do the gatis, porter, and 
^i as in y gone. 



If that their wille it be, 

We wolle fpekia here with th^m 

Two wordis othir thre. 

FelUw, fcide the porter the, 
Stoodith thou ther yftill, 
And I woll wend to Gamelyn 
To wetin of his wilie. 

And in went^ the porter tho 
To Gamelyn anon, 
Aq4 feid^, Sire, I warne you 
That here be come your fones 

For lo ! the ihiregf rev*i8 men 
Now ben all at the gate 
For to ytekin you bothd ; 
$b?Ue ye not efcape. 
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Atiam, tho feid^ Gamdijn, 
Loke the to be gon, 
We have foomen at the gate, 
And frenilis ne vir one . 115^ 

It ben the ihirsgereT*is mth 
Tktet hithir ben comin, 
They ben yfwore togideri^, 
That we ihuU be nomin. 

To Gamelyn feide Adam, Xl6« 

Hie the righte bely ve. 
And if I faild the this day 
Than evil mote I thryve. 

And we ihuUin fa Welcome 
The ihiregerev'is men, II 65 

That fome of them I trow fhal! make 
Thdr beddis in the fen. 

Then thorough th^ poftetnd gate 
Yong Gamelyn out went, 

And a gode fturdie cartd ftalTe I T 7* 

lo his hondd he hent. 

Akid Adam Spencer hellf e fone 
Anothir grettd ftaffe 
For to helpc yong Ganrilya, 
And gode ftrokis he gaffe. 1 1 75 

Adam yfellid hkih his tweyne. 
And Gamelyn felled thre, 
The tothir fette fete on crth^ 
And fail be^an to Be, 
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It wolde makin mann'is brayne 
To lyin in his hodc. 

Yong Gamelyn tho (lode fUll, 
And lokid him about, 
And faidc, The (hircgcrevc comith 
With a full grcttc rout. 

Adam Spencer, feid Gamelyn, 
My rede it is now this, 
Abidin we not leogir here 
Led we farin amys. 

I rede that we to wode ygonn 
Er that we be yfound ; 
Betir is there lofe for to gonn 
Than in the toune ybound. 

Adam then tok^ by the hond 



The Ihiregctevt lightld addutie, 
And went into the Hall, 

And fond the lord yfetterid J a 10 

Full fafte therewithal!. 

The fhireve tho unfetterid 
Him rightd Tone anon, 
And fentin aftir a gode leche 
To hcle his rigge hon. 12 1$ 

Let^ we now this falf^ koight 
Lie in his mochill care, 
And tell^ we of Gamelyn, 
And loke how he fare. 

Gamelyn into the wUd wode Xiao 

TiUlkid is full ftiUe, 
And Adam le Difpencer it 
Tlikid but right iUe. 

Tho Adam fwore td Oamdijn, 
And that be Seint Richere, 1225 

Now I fay that it it mery 
To ben a difpencer ; 

That muchd levire me werin 
The kayis for to here, 

Than walkin in this wildd wode 1 230 

My dothis all to tere. 

Adam, feide yong GamMyn, 
Difmayd the right noght, 
For many a gode mann'is child 
In cari h /brought, "ll"iS 
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Lo! jongi men, feide the maiftir 
Outlaw, by the gode rode 1165 

I am aware of feme geftis. 
Pray God feudin us gode ! 

Loke ! yondir be two yongd men 
That ben right wel adight, 

A ! perad venture they ben mo, 12 70 

Whofo lokid aright. 

Arifeth up quick yonge men, 
And fett^ them to me, 
For it is gode that we wetin 
"What meine that they be. 1475 

Up thei (lertin quik at that word, 
Setio fro the dinnere, 
And they mettin with Gamdlyn 
And Adam Difpencere. 

Whan that they werin ney to them 1280 

Than feide thus that one, 
Teldith up to us, yongd men. 
Your bowis and your flone. 

Than feidd to them Gamelyn, 
That yongd was of elde, I185 

Fall mochil forow mote they haTC 
That unto you (hall yelde : 

I curfe woll none othir wight 
Bot right mine owne felve 

fboye may fettin unto yoo X290 

Fyve, and than be ye twelve. 



Right mildiiy ana ituj, 
Comith aforin our maiilir. 
And fay to him thy will. 

Yonge man, feidd Gamelyn, 
Upon your leaute 
Tellith what man your maiftcr is 
Which that yc with ybc. 

Tho alle they «qiwerid him 
At ones without leling, 
Our malfler is ycorounid 
Of Outlawis the King. 

Adam, feide yonge Gam^yn, 
Go we in Criil*is name, 
He may nothir metd nor drink 
Y wemd us for ihame ; 

A « J :c ^■^^^t ht» h^ h«nd2. and 
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Tho Gamelyn and Adam both 1310 

YwcDtc forth in fere, 
And they both gretd the maiftir 
Which that they fonde there. 

Than feide to them the maiftir, 
That King was of Outlawes, 13 M 

What do ye feke, ye yoogd men, 
Undir the wodc fhawes ? 

YoDg Gamelyn anfwerid tho 
The King with his coroune, 
He mufle nedis walk in wodes 1 3 30 

That may not walk in toune. 

Sire, we walke not here in wodet 
Non harmd for to do. 
But if peradventure we mete 
A dcrc to ihete thereto, 1 3 35 

As meine that ben right hungry. 
And mow no mete fynd. 
And very harde ben beftad 
Undir the wodc lynd. 

Of Gamelyn*i9 wordis tho I340 

The maiiler hadde routhe. 
And feide to them, Ye Ihall have 
Inow, have God my trouthe. 

Anon he badd^ them (ittin 
Doune for to take reft, I345 

And badde them etin and drink, 
And that too of the faeft. 
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aght the falfe knight on hiifi :. ' - < 
ibcnawrekc, 
kin Gamelyn ; 

► more yfpeke. 1435 

there be no mannir gracf , 
yn at laft 
rifoiin ycadjiit 
:dfiillfaft. 

tndlyn hath; a brothir M4* 

d was Sir Ote ; 
d hend a knight he was 
1 gon on fote. 
ion yedc a meflager 

rode knight, I445 

him altogethir 
dlyn was dight. 
Sir Ote herdia had 

elyn was dight, * 

ht paffing (bry tiio, . l4jO 

nothing light : 
: faddle him a iledc« 
the weie he name, 
lis tweie hretherio 

there he came. 94iX 

: this Sir Ot^ unto 
ereve tho, 

t only thre hretbreo, 
^nevir mo, 



oir ute, leidd the £alfe knight, 
Now lete be thy curs ; 
By God for thefe thi wordit he 
Shalle farin the wors. 

Now to tlie king 'is prifoun he 
Is lefully ynome. 
And there he fliall abidin 
Untill the juftlce come. 

But parde, feide Sir Ote tho, 
Bettir it (hall ybe 
I biddin him unto maynprife. 
And that thou graunte me, 

Uutill the nexte licttog (hall 
Come of deliveraunce. 
And than Icte Gamelyn fairely 
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it weIe,feide;Sir Ote, 
llfoybe; 

vir him anon» 149^ 

him to me. 

iidlyn was delivered 

1 hi9 brothir, 

light ydwellid in fere 

ith the tothir. T495 

norow feide Gam^lyn 

)te the hend, 

r, he feide, forfothe 

n the wend, 

1 how my yoqgd men Ijoo 

din their lif, 

hiir that they livin now 

lies in ftrif. 

, tho anfweiid Sir Ote, 

oldcrede, 1505 

hat alie the carle 

lonmyhcde; 

2m that the juflice fittith, . 

be not yfound 

nbetakin, and I310 

iebeybound. 

-, tho feide Gamelyn^ 

:hc right noght, 

;nte Jame in Galis, 

/ man hath fought, ; "VV^S 
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And thu8 haft thou yprifounid 
The heftc of us all ; 
Soche anothir brothir as thou 
Evil mote him befall ! 

Sir Ote, feidi the falf6 knight, 
Now letc be thy curs ; 
By God for thefe thi wordlt he 
Shalle fariu the wors. 

Now to tlie king 'is prifoun he 
Is lefully ynome. 
And ^hc^e he fhall abidin 
Untill the juftice come. 

But parde, fcide Sir Ote tho, 
Betrir it (hall ybe 
I biddin him unto maynprife, 
And that thou graunte me, 

Udtill the nexte licting (ball 
Come of dcliveraunce, 
And than Icte Gamelyn fairely 
Yftondin to his chaunce. 

Brothir, in foche a forewardd 
I takin him to the, 
And by thy fadirMs fould, 
That the begat and me, 

If that he be not right redy 
Whan that the jufticc fitte 
Thou fhaJtc berin the iudgement. 
For all thy grctU witt. 
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ioit weIe,feide,Sir Ote, ' ^ ' . 

ilfoybe; ^ . 

ivir him anon^ I49O 

him to me. 

mdlyn was delivered 

: hi9 brothir, 

light ydwellid in fere 

ith the tothir. T495 

norow feide Gam^lyn 

)te the hend, 

r, he feid^) forfothe 

n the wend, 

1 how my yongdmen Ijoo 

din their lif, 

lir that they livin now 

Uesinftrif. 

, tho anfwcrid Sir Ote, 

olde rede, I50S 

hat alle the carle 

lonmyhede; 

m that the juflice fittith, 

be not y found 

n be takia, and I3 lO 

ebeybound. 

, tho feide Ganielyn, 

he right noght, 

Qte Jame in Galis, 

fr man hath fough t, ■ \S\!i 



Vhan that the jaiticc .... 

Than feide Sir Ote to Otmihftt, 
God iheldd the fro ihame \ 
Comith whan that thou feift tymey 
And bring as out of blame. 
-^ Now lithinith and leftinithy 
And holdith you right ftil), 
And ye ihuUd herin how that 
Qamelyn had his will. 
* Ahon Gamdiyn wentin hii 
Way undir the wode rife, 
And he yfondd there pUyiflgf 
His yong^ men of prife. 

Tho was this yong^ Gamtiyft / 

Ita hirt right glad inow ^^ 

Whan that be fond his yong€ men 
Undir the wodc bow. 

— »i^rn and his yoog^ iiwtt 
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All the while that Qamelyn was- . 
Outlaw had he no curs ; 15 45 

There ne was no man that for him 
I Yfeiid ought the wors, 
I But abbotis and priouris, 
i And monkis, and chanon ; 

In them furfothe ne laft he noght' '5 JO 

Whan er he might them nom. 

'^X^iile Gan\«lya and his yong men 
Ymadi mirthis ry ve, 
The falf^ koight his own brothify 
^»il motd he thry vc ! 1555 

For all this while he waft aboot, 
Btthone day and othir, 
On purpofe for to hire the qoefl 
Tohaugin his brothir* 

Gamelyn (lodin on a day, - 1560 

And round him he beheld 
The wild wodis ^d the ihawis 



Widiiu the wiide fdd; 

He thoughtin upon his brothir, 
How that he him behete I j 6$ 

That he ywoldin be redy 
Whan that the juftice fete ; 

He thoughtin wele that he wolde, 
Withoutin more delay, 

Y comin afore the juflice Ij 70 

For to kepin his day; 
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J ' And feifl^ to his yonge men, 

f Now ilightitli you full yare, 

For whan that the juftice ilttith 
Wt mote nedisbc there; 



,li; For I am undir a horow 



Until that I comiii, 

And jny hrothir inftede of me 

To prifon fnall be nomin* 

13e beint JatiiCf fcide his yongd menr; 
Anci that thou rede thereto, 
Ordciiiith how it fhallc be. 
And it fliall fo be do. 

While Gamelyn was ycoming . ■ 
M'hcre that the iiiftice fdtt 
The falfc knight his own brothir 
Forgattin he not that, 

To hire the mciue on his quefl 
iri- To hangin his brothir, 

And thou)};h rhei hadde not that oon 
He wolde han that othir. 

Tho comitli yonge Gamelyn 
From undir the wode life, 
And he broughtin along with him 
His yonge men of prife. 

I fe wele, fcide Ganiclyn, 
The iuftice is yfttfe; 
Go thou aforn us, Adam, and 
J^alu- howtliat it /pctte. 




Gitni'lTD hU nnfettir 
HbbrMhir one of bend ; 
ThiD leidc to him Sir Olit, 
Hi> brolhir ihat w» heiide. 

Thou hiddift ilmoft, Gun^lyn, 
Dwcllid »way to long, 
Foe the qncQi » ygon out 
On me ihtt I Oiulde honge. 

Brothir, iho feide Gamilya, 
GodgeT^megoderelk, 
Thii i^odc day they dial I beo hong id 
That ben upon the qued; 

And thereto ihe juftice botfai, 
Thaiiiiheju^K^min, 
And eke the Oieriff our brolhir. 
For through him it bcf^an. 

Thin feidi Jongi GaoiUyn 
Unto the [alfe judice, 
Now ii ibi powiT >t an end. 
You muft nedit arife. 

Thou hall ygeviu domli that 
BcncililJidight; 
1 wolU fetlin in thi Tetc, 
AnddreOin them aright. 

But the juSice fictiu IkitU, . 
Aadraof«not3tioD, 
Aod Gam jlyn with hii fwcrdi 
CkndbUehekiboat. 



Por I wolle ben tlic jufticc 
This day domis to deme. 

Pray God fpede mc this ilk dai • 
At this my ncwc werke ! 
And Adam, comith thou with mc; 
For thou ftialt be my ck rke. 

His meine all antwerid him» 
And bad hym don his heft, 
And if thou to us have nede^ 
Thou ftiah fyndin us preft : 

For we wolle lloivdin with the 
Whilis that we may dure, 
And but that wc werkio. minly • 
Tayith us then no hurc. 
- ypnge men, feid^ Oamclyn, 



t » 



m coke's tali ot gameltii. 6s 

Gatnvlyn letd nnfettir 
His^brothir out of bend ; 
Thao feide to him Sir Otis, 
His brothir that was heude, 

Thou haddift almoft, Gamdlyn, x66o 

Dwellid away to long, 
For the qaeftd is ygon out 

00 me that I fliulde honge. 
Brothir, tho feide Gamdlyn, 

God gevd me gode reft, 1 665 

"Hiis gode day they (hull ben hongid 
^Htat ben upon the queft ; 

And thereto the juftice bothd, 
"Hiat is the ju^ge man, .^L 

Andeke the ft cri£f our brothir, 1670 

For through him it began. 

Than feid^ yonge Gam^lyn 
Unto the falfc juftice, 
^ow is thi powir at an end, 
You muft nedis arife. 1675 

Thou haft ygevin domis that 
BcQ evil alia dight; 

1 woile fettin in thi fete. 
And dreffin them aright. 

But the juftice fattinfliUa, . x68o 

Aod roofe not anon. 
And Gzmelyn with iiis fwerdi 
Ckrtdbii cheki booe. 



Sorow hav^ that rekk, 
Allc they wcrin yhongid 
Full faRe by the uekk. 

Thus endid hath the falfd knight 
With all his trcchcric, 
That evir hadde lad his life 
In falfenefs and folie. 

He was hongid up by the nek^ 
And nought by the purfe, 
That was the mede that he had haddd 
From his fadir*is curfe. 

Sir Ote was the eldift the, 
And Gamelyn was yonge, 
They wentin with their frendis, and 
Paffidin to the king. 
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is Wight yon^ men the king 

.lliindthafrgilt, 

CD in gode offi.ce the king z 7 70 

I theip-ypU^ . 

has wsvl|^yQnge Oameljn 

\i and his Udc* 

ike of him hn «nemief , 

rtd theia their mede. 1 7 75 

>ir Oi4, hli brqthir dere, 

iiim hath his heir, 

lin weddid Gamelyn 

)oth gode and faire. 

Uvidih togidirlwole 1 780 

hat Chriftj^ wolde, 

Jn t^t Was Qamelyn 

. undir mekle t 

S> ihalld we all^ here ; 

srenomanyfle. 1 7 85 

agio us i|Dto the jote 

irlhullyhe! 1 787 

fith the legtnd of Gmtulym, CMlUd The C»Ut TaU 

^hemjf. that Ihavefsen and have this 7ah^ 



j\na iige in graue up to mc cam : 

Thei ben fcble both oxc ahd <owe, 

Of *heni n*is left but bone and ikiBMt 

He ihoke of fhere, and coulter* olF^o' 

And honged his harnis on tL pinne. 

Me toke his tabarde and ftaffe eke, 

And on his hedde he fet his hat, 

And faicd he would Sain<ft Thomas fc 

On pilgrimage he goth forth' pint ; 

In fcrippe he bare bothe bi>ed and Itkt 

He was forfwonkc and all forfwatt ' 

Men might have fene through hoth hi 

And every wang tothe where it fat. •• 

The PlfKiman*s Prologue"} TMt and the Tart« 
mfl*. that I have Teen, nor in any of the fxtfl piS 
tonandPynfent, I prefume,durtl not publilh it ; 
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Oar Hofte behelde well all about. 
And fawe this man. was funne ibrent; 
He knewe well b}ciris fiogtd fiiout^ . 
.And by his clothes, that were to rent, i960 

He was a man wont walke about, 
He n*a8 not aye in c)oifller pent, 
Ke couthe religiouflicbe lout, 
And therefore was he full ill ihcnt. 

Our Hofte himazed,What man art thou ? T965 

Sire Hofle^ (^V?^ ^^) ' ^^. ^° hine^ 
Fofr I itm wdiit to go Vo 'plow, 
And erne my mete yer that I dine : 
To fwette and fwinke I make avowe, 
My wife and babes therewith to finde, Zp 70 

And fervin God and i wifl how. 
But we leude men yben full blinde : 
For clerkes faie we fhullin be fain 
For ther livelod to fwette and fwinke. 
And thel right nought us give again 19 75 

Neither to ete ne yet to drinke ; 
Thei mowe by lawe, ay tiiat thet fain. 
Us curfe and darapne to hcil'is briiike ; 
And thus thei puttin Ub to pain 
With candlis qiieiiit and bcli'is clinke. Z980 

Thei make us thralUs^ thcr lufl, 
And fain we mowe not els be favcd; 
Thei have the come and we the duft; 
Who gainfayes them they faye he ra\cd. 
WAat, man !{q'tod our Hofte ) cantt. thou ^t<^vt.X 
Come acre aad tel foaic hcly thing . ^9>^^ 
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are and pale, 

prele, 

: a ca^e, 

eocrefe 

adk£e^, 

lei ben untali; 
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k befall 

ivclfooght 

ditfetwo, 

as for nought 
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lim befall. 
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iTieius uuu A cvM ..._ 

Beth lowliche and of lowe degre, 
^nd ufin none yerthly honours, 
Ke crounc ne curious coTCitours, 
Nc pilloure ne oihir [tfoude pall, 
Ne to cofrin up grctc trefours. 
For falihed foule mote it befall. 

Prieflis fhould for no catttll plede 
But chaftin 'hem in chartte, 
Ne to no battaxle (hould men lede 
For inhaunfing ther owne degre, 
Nat willin fittioges in hie fe, 
No foverainte in hous ne hall, 
Worldly worihip defie and fle ; 
Who willeth highnes fbule (hall fa] 

^ if>« I who maie foche fain&is ca 
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That willith to be kingis perei , 0065 

And higher than the Emperour, 
Aadfome that werin but pore freret 
Kow wollin waxe a irramour; 
God ne is not thcr govemoar 
That holdith none his pennagall, aoTO 

While covc'tife is ther ooanfailour; 
All feche falfhede mote nedis fail, . 
That hie on horiiB wiliitb to ride 
lo glitterande goidc of grete araie^ 
Paiotid and por tiid ail ia pride, OC 75 

Ko common knight maie go fo gaie, 
Chaonge of clothing every daie, 
Widi goldib glrdi^ grete and fmall, 
Ai boiftous as is here at baie ; 
All foche falihed ttwrte nedis fall . ftcSo 

With pride panifliith thei the pore. 
And Ibme one thei Tuflaia with fale. 
Of holie diurcfae nukkh an hore. 
And fill thcr wombe twith wine and ale ; 
With money fille thei many a male, oc $5 

And cha€Erin churchia when thei fall. 
And telle the peple a leode tale ; 
^he falfe faitours lonle *hem befall. 

Thei fede of n>any manir metes. 
With fong and ibia»fittiog long, %c. 90 

And filleth thcr wombe, and fail fretet^ 
And from iizf iHcte Boto the g^g, 
f G 1*1 



i 



A (kafff of }j;oIde, and pirrie loF 

A s he vie as' it were made of Icdde; %ic 

"W.th clothe of gold bothe newe and redde. 

With ^rlirterande gold as gf eoe a« gall, 

By do£ne thei danipnc nieo to be dcdde^ 

All ioche faitours foule *hcin befall. 

And Chriil'is peple proudly curie 2IC 

With brode boke and braying bell. 
And to put pennies in ther purfe 
I'hei well fell bothc bevin and hell : 
In ther fcntenor and thoa wilt dwell 
I'hei willin gefle in ther gaie hall, SAX 

And though the foth thoa of 'hem tell 
lu the ^rete cui^ng ihalt thou fall. 

That ii yblilid that thei blefie. 
And curfid that thei curiin woU, 
And thus tlie peple thei opprrffe, %ti^ 




Ijtriit itfo tnete to 'hem lout«, 
JbeT&Diit w thcr brade blelEngf, 
Thei ridja with ther royal tnate 
On a courfir ai' it ware ■ king, 
With fodle of golitt gUiUriog, 
With curidua harneii quaintly criDit, 
Mrappii gdeof galde awflling; 
All fuche falJhed fouie may bc&l it . 

Chriflei MiaiHen clepid thci lent, 
Andrulin ■) inrobbciie. 
But Anticbiiftc tbii hrrln cleae, 
Attitidal in linnnie, 
WitnelTc: of John hii prophecic ; 
Antichrille it rhn admiral, 
Tiffefcti attired in trecheHi: j 
A] fpcbe fiitoon hmio 'hem befall. 

Wio faith that fame of 'hem may fiaae 
He Ihal be domid (o be ded; 
Some of 'hem wollio gladly it in ne 
Al ayenA that whiche Ood (orbed. 
Al Holicll they «lepe ther hed, 
That of thcr rule it full regall ; 
AIu that evir thei etc bred ! 
For al fuch fallbed wol foutc fall. 

Ther hed covitiUi al horoiir, 
To be worlbipped in worde anddedo, 
Kingig mote.to hiro knele and coare, 
To the' apofilc) thai Chrill foibede '. 
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To Popis heftc fuch take more hedc 
Than to kepe Chriftes commaundemcnl;^ 
Of J? old and filvir ben thcr wcde^ 
Thci holde him hole omnipotent. 

He ordaineth by his ordinaunce 
To parilbe prieftif a powerc. 
To* anothir a gretir avaunce, 
A prctir point to his miftcre ; 
But for he' is hijrhift in crth here 
To him refer vcth he many' a point. 
But unto Chrifl. thafc ha^h no pere, 
Rtf>rvlrh he no pin no joynt. 

So f^'mith he aboviiy all, 
And Chrift Libovin him nothinge. 
Whin thu he fittith m his ftall 
Dampnith and favith asWm ihinkc; 
Suchc pride tof«»re hie God doth ftinke; 
An -sugcl bad John to' him not kntle. 
Only to (iod do hisbowinge; 
Soth'j worfliip-willcrfi mote ill ftle. 

n liti ne tk'pe Chrift h«f Saniius Dsus^ 
Ard cli'pe ther hed Sj'iSlrJftmtis; 
All they that fuche a ftsSc fcwid 
1 trnwe thci taken 'hem amifie : 
In t Ttb here they bavin thcr blilTe, 
Ther hie miOir is Reliall; 
Chri.'> hi= |M?fc neple from 'hem wifle, 
For al Uicbe TJfe will foule befall. 




TB» FLdW||-Alf*-S TJtttv ^f 

They mowin both ybinde and ]ofe» 
And all is for th«r holy life ; 
To fave or dampne they mowen chofe j ; 
Betwene'hemifdwisagrettfftrife;' 9180 

Many' a man is kiikd with a luaafe 
To wete which havin lordfhip ihall ) 
For fuche Chrift fof rid woondis iivcy 
For all fuche falfhed lyill foule falU 

Chrift faid, j^/i^W/o/rr*«/«^ JIX85 

With fwerd^ fitfely hc'ihalt die 9 
He bad his prieftis pece and grithy 
And bad *heni.tiot drede for to die,. 
And bad them be both fimple' and flie, 
And carke not for no cattell, itig& 

And trufte on God that fitteth on hie. 
For al falfe ihal fuU foule befall. 

Thefe wollin make men to fwcrc 
Ayenft Chrift'i^commaundement, 
And ChriilMs members al to tere, ^'95 

On rode as he were ncwe yrent; 
Suche lawes thei maken by aflent^ 
Fche on it throv^ith as a ball. 
And thus the pore be fully ihenty 
But falfhed foule it fhulle befall. aaC9 

Ne ufin thei no ficnonie. 
But felle church is and priories, 
Nc they ufin to none en vie, 
But curfin al *hem coBtraries, 



With purle rnc ^ j, 

iVith purfe thei payin *hein to plede, 
^nd men of warre thei wollin wage 
To bring ther eneflfties to dede. 
And lordls livis they wol lede, 
And muchil take, and gile bnt fmalt, 
But he* it fo get from it ihal fbede. 
And make fuche falle right foule yfall. 

They halowe nothing but for hire, 
Ke churche, ne font, ne veiliment. 
And make order» in- every fhire, 
But prieilis pay for the parchment : 
Of riatours they taken rent, 
Therwith they finerc the (hepMft flcall, 
For tfiany churches ben fufpent ; 
- ' ^-^n^'-a foufc it befall. 



There wu more mercy' io MaunfiUi - 
And Nero, ihat nererrma i^e, 
Thm iherciiDowin fame of them 
Whan he hith OD bia forrid hade ( 
They foloire Chrift-iinlftede hubiode 
Tahcien. aibiifkclto ihe willj. 
Gndie wTcchii jhtn «orfe than aodc, 
ADd al fuchi, flit oura foule 'hem filL 
They ^Tc thcr ilmii tu the ciche, 
Td mainteynoiiri and men of Uwe, 
For to lordiii they wo) be liche. 
An hirloltet rontie not worth an hawc; 
Bothfaflaeffe»tli fuehe h»B llawe; 
Tbey keir.be thei efc&eitet with ciillil), ' 
Agjilrcile ofGiid theyhaTeduuncdrawe; 
AI fiichc f^iitnius foulc 'hern btfaU. 

They maVe p7r(bn» fir the pcnnie, 
Aadcanontand thdr cardinalo; 
UnDcthe amongH 'hem al ia anf - 
Thw ne hath glolifa the gofpel fili, 
Fat Chrift made n«T no caihediali, 
^t with him waa no caidinall 
f ith a ledde hattt, u life minOralt ; 
»t fdUhcd foule mpte it kcfall. 
Thcrlkhing and ther offiing botbe 
cy drmith hy pUTcOiab, 
thetot n'il they none forgo, 
robbin mEnaumulbmei 



1 o Aarme cue pc^ic wmm. .^u^j ~ 
To pardoners and falfe faitowrf 
Thex fell ther feliM I dace wicil fa; 
And all to holdin gret arraie, - 
To muhiplie 'hem more metall, 
They drede ful litel doin*is dij. 
Whan al fuche falihod fiud foule 
; Socbe harlottes fhol men difc: 
For that thcf ihaUiD make thee 
And ben ta proud at Alexander 
And fain to the pore Wo be ye 
By yere eche prieft fkal paie hit 
For to encrefc his lemmans call 
Suche heruis fbul weiivil the. 
And al Cache faliJB ihal fipulje be 
A ^A :r n man K# faJielv £aiii 
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Though he be giltie of the dede; 
And chat he may the money paie, %%^ 

Al the while hb puiie wol ybicde 
He may ufe it fro day to day. 
The biihopes officers gone gay. 
And this game they ufe ovir aii^ 
The pore to pil is ai thieir pray ; AX95 

But al fuche falfe ihul fonle be£ill. 

Alas! God ordained no fuche lawti^ 
Ke no fuche crafte of covetife. 

Bat he forbad it by his la we ; 

Suche rulers mowen of O od agrife, 2309 

For al his nilir^ien rightwife ] 

Theie newe pointis ben pure p^U^ 

And Godd'is lawe they all difpice, 

And al fuche faitours flinl foale fall. 
> They £|ine thajc Peter had the key 23.05 

Of heven tod hel, to have and holde f 

1 tmwe Peter toke no money 

^or no iinnis that he yfolde : 

^Qdie fuccefiburs yben to bokle, 

Jn winning all ther witte they wral, 2310 

Ther confciecce is wazin colde, 

Andal fuche faitours foul 'hem foL 
Peter was ner fo grete a fole 

To leve his key with fuche a lorell, 

^f lake fuche curiid foe or tole, 23 15 

*^ Was advifid noihiog wcU ; 



Iff ' 
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I troni: thcj have Che try of hell. 
Their maiflir w of [hit niarniiU, 
Foe there thti dre^iu 'bun 10 dwell, 
And with falfe Lucifer to hll. 

Thcihen as proude as Lnci&rte, 
Ai angry andnenviouij 




Tocjtthecaiilasco.itoui 

Aa hounde thai foi huDgre woi yall. 

Ungodly And ungraciiitit ; 

And nedcly Tuihc fiOie IhsL foiilc fall 

Thi: Pnjir, end he were I'etcr'E hein 
Mc thinkc he errith is this cn(e, 
■W'han choife nt biSbop'f in difiiaire' 
To chciQn'hem ill divers p!;'.ci:, 
A1ar>1i:nialwrItetahimfi:r|cTKe, . 
For hii ckrt-c sunne pray he (ball. 
So fbalhc fpeilin hi< pnrcha&i 
And al TuLbc falfc Couie 'hem befall, 

Altliough he cin ne raaiiir gode 
A lord'i' ptiiyir (hal he fpcdclc, 
Thi-iif^b he be wilde of wll ur w«le, 
Nac underlanding what men ridde, 
A icutle bofiir, ihjt God forbt.tdc:, 
Ab godi: a bi[h,>ppe' is niy Ui>rf^^ Uall| 
iP<>l.ei^rullf>u!i'l».'i1ulc. 
[iiefiillewalfoulcvf^. 
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itkfth prieftes for erthly thaake, 1345 

: It all for Chrift'is f^ke ; 

lat yben ful fat and ranke, 

is hele doo« hede they take ; 

;1 done what cr they make, 

r ihal anfwere ones for ail ; 3350 

ld*is thank fuch worch and woke, 

ache falfe ttal fouk be£ali. 

'. that can nat yfay ther crede 

ayir (hul be made prelates, 

»nfte thei the ^fpeil rede, S355 

lul now woldin hie eftateh ; 

godes frendlhip *hem mnkes, 

:ith on ther fumihe totall ; 

:re the keyes of hell'is yates, 

fuche falfe ihal fouk befall. 2360 

forfakin for Chrift'U iote 

!, and hungre, thurfte^ and coUe ; 

n ordrid or al above 

onthed til they ben oldc ; 

dore they go nat to the folde, 9365 

e ther ihepe they nonght traval, 

J men al fuche I holde, 

ache falfe fbole 'hem befall. 

hrift our King thei woi forfake, 

owe him noaght for his poverte, 23 7® 

ift'is love they wol awake, 

nke plement olc aperie : 



Peter crrid,fo did not ]oh«; 

WhyishecUpedthePnncpai. 

ChrlfteclepedhimPet.r.notAcSt. 

AHalfefaitoarsfoule'hemb.fal. 

Why curfin they the croifcry 
Chrift'isChriftiancretun.. 
For bytwene them i. now enn 
Tobeenhaunfidinhonoon; 
ChriWn livers with ther labour.. 

For they levin on no morul. 

Lndotodethwithdilhonour.. 

^dalfuchefalfefoule-hembeW. 




A Icing Oul kncle and kille hii fliowe, 
Chria let a Qofiil kiffc hi> fete. 
Me ihlnke he holdeth him liie inowc, 
So Lucifer did, that hie let : 
Suche one me thinke himfelfe foryeC, iV>S 

Or 10 the trouth iie wat mi cal : 
Chrifte that fuffiridwogndia weta,' 
ShaU make aU fuche falihed foulc fill. 

They layith out ther \ngi nettet 
FortotakiDliNiritidscdde, t419 

Thei filiio coffeni, and fickes fetCei 

There as they faulia catch in Iholde ; 

Thcr fervauntei be to them unholde. 

But they can do ublio ther rental] ; 

To bigge 'hem calllu bi^e 'hem holde ; *< 15 

And il fuche falfe foule'hem befaU. 

ttr. uJab Ibr/yjl farli if tbh Tah, and hircaflcr 
JaUvidh Ibtfcismii farlt. 

To accorde what thia wordi fall 

"•> more Englifbe nc can I finde, 

^cwin anothir nowe I fball, 

I'or t have moche to laye behinde, %\i» 

How prieftia han the peple pinde, 
AtcgitcIiChridcyhathmekinde, 
And put thii matter in my minde, 
>'>Dukc thia maair men amende. 



;u« M 



And uDtruely of the gcapt 
For his mercy God it amende ! 

What els n Antichrifte to faie 
But even Chrift'is adverftrie? 
Siiche hath now ben many a date 
To Chrlft'is biddingr ful contrarie, 
That from the trouthe dene yvrarry; 
Out of the way they beo y wende. 
And Chrifl'itpeple' uncruely cary ; 
God for his pitie it amende ! 

They, live contrary to Chriflcy life. 
In hie pride againft mclccnefTe, 
Againfl fufifraunce they ufin ftrife. 
And angre ayenft fobrcncffe, 
Ayeniil wifedom wiifulnefie ; 
':- i;t;i tcnde. 
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And ayeftift almcfle envy ; 

Ayenifl Chrift they coMprebende, 

For chaftite mainteine leche'ry ; 

God for his gracd this amende ! 
Agfainfl. penannce thei ufe delightes, 

Ayenft foffraonce ftrong defence, 

Ayeoft God they olin ill rightes, 

Ayenift pitie puniihmences. 

Open* evil ayenft.continence ; 

Ther wickid winning worfe difpende, 

SktbirnefTe fette in to difpence ; 

God for his godenefle it amende ! 

Why cleimin they holy* hispowerei 
And wranglin ayenft al his heftes f 
His living folowe thei nought here. 
But livin worfe than witlefle belles: 
Of fiihe and fleihe they lovin fcftes ; • 
As lordis thei ben brode ikende ; 
WGoddMn pore thei hatin geftes ; 
M for his mercy this amende ! 

With Dives fuche (hal have thcr dome, 
That faine that they be Chri 1*i8 frendcs, 
And do nothing as they fhoold done, 
Al fuche ben falfir than ben fendcs : 
On the peple they ley fuche bendes 
^ God in erth they han ofFende ; 
^•^cconr for fuch Chrifte now fend us, 
^ for his mcf cy thh amende ! 
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Goddes word to ai ttuicc iu> w _ 
And finful man for to amende* 

Chrift fent the pore foe to precbe» 
The royal riche he did not £», 
Now dare no pore the peple tecbe, 
Tor Antichrift is al ther foe ; 
Among the peple he mote go. 
He hath biddin al fuche fufpende, 
Some hath he hent, and tfainketh yet 
But al this God may wel amende. 

Al tho that han the workie forifiake. 
And Kvin lowly, as God badde. 
Into ther prifon (hulk be take, 
Bctin and boundin, and forth ladde : 
Hereof I rede no man be dradde, 

'-~ Aknnld be yiheade; 
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Yet Peter had faitft ode ci£th(», 

Aod Cfarift to him fmite gan defcnde, sj 19 

Aad into the* iheth badde pot it tho ; 

Aud al fuche mi£cfacyes God amendie I 

Chrift bad Peter to kepc hit iiiepe, :■ 
And with his fworde fachade' hem foute ; '. 
Swerde is no tole with iiepe to kepe^ 93 15 

But to ihepherdes that ikepe wol kite ; 
Me thicke fuche ihepherdet ben to wste 
Who' ayen ther ihepe with f werde contendc 3 • 

They drive ther fhepe with grctediipite; 
But al this God i9sy' well amende. 9S^^ 

Peter's fuccelTourea be thei nooght: • • • 
Whom ChriA ynade hx» chcfe paAoore ; 

A f werde no (hepbcrde afin ought 

But he would ile as a faachoure : . 

Who fo were Petcr*a fuccefioure «3 15 

Should here his fhepe txl his backe bcnde, 

Aod ihadowe 'hem. from every flxoare; 

And ai this God may wel amende. 
Succefiburs to. Peter ben thefe 

In that, that Peter Chrifte forfoke, . • ftJ5<d 

Tiiat levir had God's fevc to lefe 

*^hsai ibepherde hadlto lefe bis hokc; 

He culleth the (hepe aa doth the coke ; ' 

Of 'hem takin they woli untrende. 

And fajfcly glufe the Gofpcll bdke ; 4535 

God for his mercy thexn amende I 
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For woria 19 wc<«. ww~ .. . 
Pctar*8 fucceflbun they ben than ; 
But al fuche God may wel amende. 

For Sathan is to fay no more 
But he that contrary to Chrift is, 
In this they lernin Peter*s lore. 
They fewin him whan he did mifle ; 
They folowe him ferfoth in this 
That Chrift would Peter reprehende. 
But nat that longith to* hevin blifle ; 
God for his mercy 'hem amende ! 

Thei none apoftle fewen, in cafe 
Of ought that 1 can underilonde. 
But him that betraiedChri£b, Judas, 
That bare the purfe in every londe, 
• _ J «i »i,,f 1,^ miffht fcttc on honde 
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fikre* of the fcie enfife. - - ' i[ft^5 
fothneffe t;bey bon ^rfrende^ .• ," • :' 

:tife dbaun^with quentifei - 
y God al fuche amende ! 
Chrifl; upon crth, here efte foae^ .•..-.... 
ouldin dampnje him to dio; ' > ■ - > Sj^7^ 
e{lii»they han fordone^ 
le his fa wes bca here&e ; 
lis commaundementes they ciiey- 
ipnin ail hbto be brendfly 
nelikefuchelofengne; '•5Ti 

aigfaty all fuchfi amende 1 
ban more migfat in £ngbuide hen 
.th.diekuigandaUhiafanre, . 
.0 pucdiE^dfiiche povere 
1 *hem whom lift, not kn&we, ^ fid 

that herefie' istherfawe» . 
optifon wol 'hem fende ; . 
ot fo by eldir dawe ; ... 

his mercy it amende t 

king*is lawe vrttl oo man dcme %i^S 

cbcivithautiji anfwere, 
ny man thefe raifqueme 
I be baightid as a here, 
: wel worfc they wol him tcrc, 
prifon woUin him pende >^9ft 

, and in othir gcre; 
bat God woU it may amctidt. 
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The kinjr ne taxith nat his men 
But by alfcnt of the commi'nalte. 
Bat thefe eche yere wol riunfbm *hem 
MaiftirfuUy, more than dothe he : 
Ther felis by yere bcttir be 
Than is the king*i» in extende, 
,J Thcr officers han gretir fc; 

But alle thifi mifchefe God amende ! 

Who fo wol prove a tcftament 
That is nat al worth tenne pounde, 
He flial paye for the parchement 
The thirde of the money all rounde; 
Thus the pore peple is ranfounde, 
They fay fuche parte t'em (hould apende, 
There as they gripen* it goeth to gruunde ; 
God for his mercy it amende ! 

A iimple fornication 
Twenty fhillingis he Ihall pay. 
And than have abfohicion 
And ai the yere ufe it he may : 
ThijR thei lettin *hem go aftray ; 
Thti re eke nat though the foule be brende; 
1 1 Thcfe kepin cvill Peter's kay ; 

And al fuche {hephcrdes God amende! 

Wondir is that the parliamente, 
j r I And al the lordis of this londe. 

Here to takin fo lite entente 
7o helpc the pcplc* out of tivct honde^ 
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leibcahardirmthErbonde, 
Wotle iwte, 4ad cruellu ybrcpdc. 
Than to the kiog it undErlUnd ; 
God him heipe thu (or to amcDdc ! 

Whit hilhoppa, what rclif[ioiu, 
Han in ihu landc a<i muclu Uy U, 
LordFlhippii and jiolleffiant, 
More thin lordii it remilh mc ; 
That tnakith 'hem Icle charitc : 
Thry mowiii aot to God utcpde. 
In erth thei have lb highe icgre ; 
God for hi*inn'<yitBniciidc! 

Th« Empc'rour yafe (he Pope b 
So highc lordcfhip him iboul, 
That ai the bfi the fel; kime 
The pTDudJ Pope yput htm ont, 
Soof thiiiclme iiin gretedouc; 
Bat, Lordn, beware, and them del 
Foi nowe thefc fulke be woodir flo 
Hie king and lordi now thi* aaiai 
Timiiidttb tbifiiMJifiarUi/Ibi, '. 
fdtwctb tLc IbirJr. 

MsTinlaweforbodeittho 
That preftit fbould do btdOiippet i 
Chtid'ii Korpcll biddith alfo 
That the; Oiould ao lordihippii hel 
Clinlletapallelavenner bibolde, 
'"o bcbe lerdOuppti to 'hem cnbi 
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Thci n'old nat dcmcn aiur m^ 
M.TOoaa^eadc-hc»forK»g 

P vrhatcanathonF«**»J'"*' 

Thei ben curates of many mn 

. Onyer^theyhavin^^P-- 

. Thcyha^cgrcteprc^n^-^^ 

lIV Some two octhrc,wi« . 
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t^edering procuratour, 

or6 peple cnplcdc, 

11 as h, ravioour, 2^75 

iCthc mony iede, *■ 

juicke and eke of dede, 

I aad his iorde eke, 

h€ pore ^ive gode rede 

ngc» of hole and ficke. i6 8o 

lej purcfaafe 'hem lay £fi 

as 'hem likitfa beil, 

'ode a« a cite 

aadin the weft; 

m» they ben fui preft, 1685 

:e they wol! nought fpende^ 

re to Oodd'is gefl, 

fome tiiatall hath fende. 

\rice foche woiliii live« 

othirtotrefure; t690 * 

er parifhe die uofliriTe 

givtn a roie floure ; 

A be as a mirrour 

nd leiide aifo, 

folke ther lele labour ; t^5 

nen ben all mifgo. 

m yben fuH harde nigges, 

hem ben proude and gaie, 

cher gode upon gigges, 

:m oigret£ aiaie. Oi*}^% 



L^ W 4«%>* ^^ 



'J'houj»h that the pore for hungir die, 
O pcnie' on *hem will thci not fpeode : 
Have thei receiving of the rente 
Thei recke ner of the remenaont ; 
Alab ! the devill hath clene *hem blente; 
Sochc one is Sathancs fojournaont. 

And ufe horcdome and harlottrie, 
And covctiie, and pompe, and pride. 
And flothe, and wrathe, and eke eovie, 
And fewin finne by every fide ; 
Alas ! where thinkin foche t* abide ? 
How woll thei ther accomptis yeld f 
From hie God thei mowe *hem not hidi 
^oche wiiiers witte' is not worth a neld 

I'hei ben fo rotid in richelfe 




Thef have 3 gtdninfi p 
That call ih: pre pejilr ciitiledc, 
And ruhbe 'hcni ai b ravinmir. 
And to lli> lutvlc the muiijr ledc, 
Aiidulchror<)iiicke and die of dcdo, 
And Hchio him and hit torde the. 
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rceoder 



idOcks. 



Ololdcindyi 

Therwith ibcj jiurchtfe 'hem Uy fe 
In londc, there ai 'hem Itkitfa beU, 
Aad buildis brode u a eice 
Both in the eft and in the well j 
To putehafe tliut they ben ful prell. 
But OQ the jHiretticywoll nought Ipende, 
NcBOfrodexivt toOudJ'isi^ft, 
Mcfeadehimronie ilutallbath ftnde. 

Bj iha fervice focbe wollin lire. 
And tru& that olhir lo (rerure ; 
Though all tha patiihe die imSiTiTe 
Thci wall Aat pTiii a role Suurc ; 
I'ber life Ihould he at » mirrour 
Bocb to tend and I^^ude alfn. 
And icfhe the fulke tber lele labou) 
Suche miller men beu all niirgo. 

Some of 'beui yben full harde niggci. 
And faro« of 'he m ben proude and fcaie, 
Soniefpendin (hergodc upon ttiKgc*) 
AndCiidin 'heiii orgretfuaie. 
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Ayenlt Cnrm «.- v — 
And amende *hem Qcr ne will. 
Bur fervc Sathan by one affent. 
Who fayith fothe he ihall be (bent, 
Or fpeketh ayenft tber taifc living. 
Who fo well livith (ball b«s brent, 
Tor foche ben gretir than the king*. 

Fopis, bifliop^, and cardinals, 
Chanons, and jorfons, SMid vicare, 
III GoddeH fervice I trowe ben fait 
That facranientis feliin here, 
And ben a<( proude a« Lucifere : 
£chc man loke whethir that I lie ; 
Who f« fpekith ayenft thcr powere 
It ihdll be hoklin hcrefie. 

' "I'Jrh how many orden rake 
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ow many cmodg hetnall 2785 

not this hid waie 

khrift thei fhullin fall, 

hei wollin God bctraie : 

ide 'hem, that heft ymaie ! 

men thei makinihende ; 2790 

n well the fothe I iaie, 

svill hath foole *hem bieode. 

f *hcm on ther churchis dwell 

cd porcly ; proude ©£ portc ; 

(acramentes thei doen fell ; 2795 

:atching* is ther cornfort : 

lattir thei wollin mcll ; 

hem wrong is ther difport ; 

the peple thei ben fell, 

*hem lower than doeth the lorde. 28CO 

r the tithing of a ducke, 

pple or an aie, 

e men fwere upon a boke; 

:hei foulin Chrift'is faie : 

in will hevin kaie ; 28c 5 

fin affoile, thei mowe (hrive, 

mis wivis (Irongly plaie, 

true tillers fturte and ftrivc, 

wreflling and at the wake, 

hief chaumours at the nale, 281 o 

eters, and medling make, 

ind houtin with hevc aud\\^t\ 

- . .. 



ftChriftHscommaondimcut, 
AyeoftChnli« ^^ 

V,'ho fay.tb f°7 " faife Uvlng, 

yor focbc ben gr ^i„al8, 

Chanon.,andl»ri«»V^ j^. 

^^'TTSravenft. her power. 

Who fo fpek'th ayea 
i,ft,.UbehoWioherefie.__^^^ 




TDK FCOWHAN'i TjILI. 
Loketiowmanycinoag hetn all 
Neboldin not lhi> bit naie 
With Antichrift (hei (bullln Tail, 
For ihat ihri wollin God betnie : 
Godatnende 'hem.thacbeftyniaicl 
FoTinanynicti theimakinOieDdei 
Thei wctiD well the fotl.e I feie. 
But the dcTJIl hath fonle 'hem blende. 
Some o[ 'hem on ther churchisdwelt 
Apparailled porely ; proode of parte j 
The fcven tcramcntes thei doen fell j 
In cMtell catching' is thet comfort : 
Of eche mattir (hei wollin meU ; 
To doen 'hem wrong ii ther difport; 
To' atraie the peple (hci ben fell, 
And hold 'hem iower than docth the lotde. 

And for the tilhing of a ducke, 
Or of ID apple or an aie, 
Thei make men fwcre opon a boke; 
Lo I tbu< thei foulin Chrilt'it faic 1 
Soche berin xvill hevia kiie ; 
Theimowin aflciilclheimone (brive, 
With tnennii wills ftroDglj plaie. 
And with tnie tillerifturte and ftrive, 

Althe wreQlingand at the wake. 
And the chief cbauntour* it the nale, 
Maikn bcleri, and medling make. 
Happen' and boniin with hcTc and lia\e \ 
\ VVj 
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ThU It the leude peple tc mowe, 
TttQU Mary, ihou worchell Kooilii lluDgo, 
Abouc ihit dut men oSaa Co 
Hongin brochi^, ovdini andnBgei; 
The pried purch»Cthlhe offrinpa. 
But he n'tl! offirto'inacunigci 
Wabchefoule that beibr&ngo 
That prechith for foch?pilgrnti>fi;e1 

To men uid womea that ben pore. 
Which that ben Chrifl'uoWHlikenelle, 
Men fhullin dffii M ihcr dciTC, 
That SuSrt hangic and diSrelle, 
And to foche image a£r ktte. 
That mowe not trie nc cbitfie ne cold; 
The poic in rpiritegio Chiia ikSt, 
Tticriore ofTrith lafeble' and old. 

Backilera bri»l« ■ndfverdjs long, 
Sandrike, nilh bafelardia keoe, 
8«he tole* about tfaer oeckc ihd hong : 
With Antichrid fochc prieftii bea ; 
UpDD therdedeitil iiwellfene 
Them thci fervin, whomtlici WmDixa; 
AntichriQ'iithei benatlclciM, 
And Codd'ii godei £aUly devouren. 

Of fcarlet and grenc gaie gounci, 
lliat mote be Ihapin for the Dewe> 
TocEppin and kifEii in totmo 
The datnolcles tbu to the daunce Ccf:e, 



Now ben the pcteuis puiic» lu «*«»«, 
Men niuft enlarge the vefitmcnt, 
The holy gofpell thei doen hide 
For the contrarien in raiment ; 
Soche prieftes of Lucifer ben fent : 
Like conqueroun thei ben sraied. 
The proude pcndauntes at ther ars pent^ 
Falfely the trueth thei han betraied. 

Shrift filvirfoche woHin aikeis, 
And woiiin men crepe to the crooche ; 
None of the facramentes fave aflcis 
Withoutin mede (hall no man touche $ 
On ther biihop ther warant vouche, 
That is a la we of the decrc : 
With mcde and money thus thei mouche, 
* J -1 — *^*>< ^oin iftrharite. 
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Ot thci yef the WlhopjMnrhy, 
Or ihei mote ben io hn Ternce, 
And holdin forth (her tarloEcrie. 
Sichc prcUlcibenoflcblB'eiDprilai t^C* 

Of Gadd'is gramc focbc mm agrifo, 
Fer foche maair* that takjn male. 
Haw Thci' cxcuk'li«iii. andinwhatvrife, 
Mnhinkith tb«i ought gitte\j drcde. 

Thei laJD chat it to oo man longedi I905 

To reprove then tbanf{k chaclhci orre, 
Bol falOy Gndd'iigodei thai fongethi 
Andtherwith maintsiD wo and waTe; 
Thtr dedei OkDuU be m bright « ftein, 
IW living Icudj in^pn'U li^t : l^IA 

^^faicThc PopeneauicnolnTai 
1M( mull that paffin nuoa'ii migU. ' 

Thougji' a pricll lie t^ich tii« lemuun' al ni{^E. 
And telleit his felowe and he him, 
fcgoith comalTe anon right, 39IJ 

And faieth he fmgeth out o£ fioDC ; 
Hit b«de abidetk him at hia inai, 
-Ajid dightech hi; dinw Iho meoe while. 
He Gngeth hU inalTe for be would wJiuw, 
And ft, he wenith God beple. 19>* 

'Hem ibinkilh loof! till tbei be met, 
AodtliU thei urc forth all iheyuei 
-^■rnong the folke whan he it fet 
t^holdithDomantulfhispere-, 



A li\. «^*. 



And faied, Of monkis canft thou ought r 
The Pelli'c»n faid,Thei ben fuU grete, 
And in this world moche wo hath wrought ; 
Saind Bcnet, that ther ordir brought, 
Ne made 'hem ner in foche manere, 
I trowe it came ner in his thought 
Tiiat thci fliould ofe fo gretc powere. 

That a man ihould a monke Lorde caO, 
Ne ferve him on knees as a king ; 
He is as proude as prince in pall, 
In mete and drinke, and in all thing : 
Some ^eren a miter and ring, 
With double worftid well idight, 
With roiall mete and riche drinke. 
And ride on courfer as a knight. 
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Now thci b«D queint md curioui, 
With fine clothe clad ind fcrrid dene, 
I'roude, and angrie, and envioui, 
Mitice ii mochil thiC thci muic ; 
la catching craftie uul coretout, 
Lordly livin in greee liking; 
Thn liviDg' iiDot religiana 
According to Bcnet'i living. 

Thci ben clerkei, and courli o*ir &, 
Tbcr pore ttnaunce fuUjr thci Qile; 
The hier a man amercid be 
The gladJf ir thei wall it write : 
Thi) i< farre from Chrillet poverte, 
For all with care'tift thei eodite; 
On the potc thei h»e no pite, 
Ne ner 'hem cherillie but or bite. 

And comminly foche ben comen 
Ofporepeple', and of 'hem begete, 
That thii perfedion ban inomen : 
Ther fatbiri ride bnt on ther fete. 
And travaile fiK« for tbu thei ete. 
In poTETt liviih jongandold', 
Thet fadiin fufTrech drought and wete, 
Mtny hungrie melei.thDr&eiand cold. 

And all thi> the monkei bun fbrfake 
For Chria'ii loie and SainiS Bencte, 
To pride and efe haTc 'hem betake; 
TU* rdlgian i> ill befete ] 



FuUte«c{orGod« 
But bad -hem to beet 

Therfore thei M „,» 

Saina Benet ^>* ^'^ ^ u, p»rf 
B„nfthatho»gh^»:^^^, 

^""""TSkethobrforc 

I B«**^*r rthed««Uofhdl. 

AndcUnefervehc*. ^^^ 

i\ And ben h««<:r"« „„„«tfrito 

ti Ai.daUfocheoti.tt«^^^^.^^ 
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As Goddes godenes no man tell mipht, 
Ne write ne fpeke, ne thinkc iu thought, 3c 10 

So ther falflied and ther unright 
Maie do man tell that ere God wrought. 
The Griffon faied,Thou canft no gode, 
Thou came ner of no gentill kinde ; 
Othir I trowc thou waxift wode 30 15 

Or ellis thou haft lode thy minde. 

Should holy churche yhave no hedde 
Who (hould ybc her governaiie. 
Who (hould her rule, who ihould her redde, 
Who fliould her forthren, who availe ? 3020 

£che man ihall live by his travaile ; 
Who beft doith Ihall have moft mede ; 
With ilrength if men the churche affaile 
With ftrength men muft defende her nede. 

And if the Pope were purely pore 30*5 

And nedy, and nothing ne had, 
He fliuld be drive from dore to dorc ; 
The wickid of him n*olde not drad : 
Of foche an hedde men would be fade. 
And finfuUy liven* as 'hem luft ; ' 3C30 

With ftrength amendis foche be made. 
With wepin wolves from ftiepe be wuft. 

If that the Pope and prelates would 
So begge and bid, bowe and borowe, 
Holy churche (hould yftande full cold, 3035 

Her fervauntes Qt and foupe forowe; 



Stiouiain DC iixtit^t^^ •** - o» 

And worfliipfuU God»8 workis wcrchc; 
So fcmcth it to fervc Chria thcr king 
In honcft and in dene clothing. 
With veffels of gold and clothes rich* 
To God honeftly to* make ofFring, 
For to his lordChip none ir Uche. 

The Pellican call an houge crie, 
And faied, Aks! why faicft thou fo ? 
Chrift is our heddc Aat fitteth on hi«, 
I Heddis ne ought we have no mo ; 

\ We ben his membrcs hothc alfoj 

I Fathir he taught us caU him als, 

' Maifters to call forbad he tho ; 

I AU mwftersben wickid andfals 

II Tn.«f f olrith maiftrie in his name 




Iier ricbe dochea fhiU be rij;htwiliidlc, jcfi j 
atr trefure a imc life Oiall be, 
Jhuile Ihal] be ihcr [ichcffe, 
Ther lordlhip Oiall be QDite, 
And hope In God iherhoneCle, 
Ther velTcll a clene conTcience; 3^7^ 

Pore ID Tprite, lad hnmilitc, 
SbatI be hsiy church'it defence. 

What! faied the Griffon, miie die gtetc 
Th« otbirfolkiifaren wele > 
Vhat hill thou tadoinwilh Cher live f jD7f 

Thy fallbedeirer)' nui maie fule. 
For ihau nc cinft do caCtdl getc. 
But lireA id loade u > loreU, 
With gloGog ^ttift thou thy mttet 
So farith the deril in bell. 30S0 

He would that eche maD there Jboold dwell, 
for he livilh in clene envie. 
So with the talei that ihuu doeft tell 
Thou wouldcA Dihii ptple Uefirio 
With your glofe and your herefie, tds 

For ye can live no bettir life 
But clene In fal» hypocriCe, 
Aod briDgiH the in wo and (Irili^ 

AaA therwith have ye Dot to doen, 
For ye nc hadn here no cure ; JCpO 

Yeler*ethederill,nat GodaemaD, 
A«l he OuU pajio you your hire i 



z c ipcJLC aycuu as yc vrcic uic, 

Tithings, offringes, with your entente 
And on your Lord*is body lie : 
All this ye doen to live in efe, 
As who fayith Ther ben none foche, 
And fain The Pope' is not worth a pel 
To make the peple* ayen him groche. 

And this ycommith in by fendes 
To bring the Chriflin in diflaunce, 
For the! would that no man were frem 
Leyith thy chattring with mifchaunce 
If thou live well what wilt thou more I 
Let othir men live as *hem lift, 
Spendin ther gode or kepe in ftore ; 
Othir mennes confcience ner thou n*ift 
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We take nc give for covetifc, 
And it be fo taken* it is nought; 
Who fcllcth him fo maie fore agrif 
On our Lordcs body* I doe not lie, 
I faic the fothc thorough true rede, 
His fleflic and blode, through his u 
Is there all in the formd of brede. 

How it is there it nedeth not ftri 
Whethre* it be fubgct or accident, 
But as Chrift was whan he* was on 
So is he there in verament. 
If Pope or cardi'nall live gode lire, 
As Chrift us bad in his gofpell, 
Ayenft that nc woll I not ftrivc, 
£ut me thinkith thel \iw nnt w^II. 




Ye &ulle be hangid and ID dtane i 
Who givith you levc for Co prtche, 
Or fpekin agaiiift Godd'U Une, 
And Chc pi'plc ihui !i\teij tcche f 
Thou IhdU be lurfed with Ixihc and bell, 
Aad dilTcvcrcd from holie churche. 
And cknc idampnid into hell, 
Olhirwifc bur ^'C wollin worche. 

-i'he Pclli'cin f»ieil,i"hat 1 ne drtdc; 
YourcutGng it of lite valve; 
Of God I hope to have my niede, 
Foriliirainicdihityeihcwe, 
For ye ben out of cliarite. 
And wilne vcnt;cauncc, aidid Nero; 
To fufirin I woll redy be ; 
I drede not all that chuu canft dn. 

Chrift bad onei fuiTrc for hii Inn, 
And fo he C3U|;ht all hit fervauntc', 
But thou' amende for hiafake above; 
I dccde not all thy maintrnaunce; 
Fiirir Idrcdcthe world'ishale 
Mcchinkiih I wi:re lice to praife : 
I drcde tlothinf your hie efiace. 
Me I ne drcde DOC, your difefe, 

WiiUJQ ye toumc and le»e your pride, 
And your hie portc and your richefle, 
Ynur eurfing (houM not go to wide ; 
Cud biiagyiia into right wifeucSe', 
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For I drede not your tirannie, 
For nothing that ye can ydoeo ; 
To fuffre I am all redie, 
Sikir 1 rccke neylr how fone. 

The Griffon grinned as he were wode. 
And lokid lovely as an owie, 
And fwore by cock*is herte and blods 
He wold him tere every doule ; 
Holy churche thou difclaundrifl foule ; 
1- or thy fpeche I woll the to race, 
And make thy flefbe to rote and moule ; 
Lofcll, thou fhalt have harde grace. 

I'he Griffon flewe forth on his waie. 
The Pcllican did fit and wepe. 
And to himfelf he gan to faie, 
God would that any of Chrifles ihepe 
Had herdin, and itakcn kcpe 
£che a word that here favid was. 
And would it write and well ikepe ; 
God would it were all for his grace ! 

Plo'WtKaH, 

I anfwerid, and faicd 1 would. 
If for my travaile one would pey. 

Peliicnn, 

He faied yes; thcfe ther God han fold, 
For the! han grete flore of money. 

f fay id. Tell mc and thou maic, 
'^'hytcUia thou menn'is trcf][>:vct\ 




He fud,To' amende 'hem ingode fay. 
If God woll give me any grace; 
For Chrift himfclf is liktn lo mc. 

That for hii peple died on rode; 
Ai fue f light fo fuith he, 
He fedich his birdea with hii blode; 
But thcfe doen evill ijenft Gode, 
And ben his foen undir frendetfacei 
I told 'hem how ther living (lade. 
And God amctjde 'hem for hi> gracei 
FU-wmn. 
What ailith the Griffon, teU why 
That he holdilh on (he'othii Me, 
(oithei two yben likily 
And with kindis yrobin wide. 
F,UU«,. 
The fooli betokinith pride, 
Ai Lucifer that high flewe wu, 
, Aiidfithhedidhiminiltbide, 
, forticagiltidGodd'isgrace. 
As birdc flyith up in the aire, 
^d liTith by birdei that bcD meie, 
^ ihefe ben flowc up in difpaire, 
^°dlhendiil fely foulis eke; 
Tlieroulii that ben in Gnnea eke 
''<tii11eth'hem;kncle iherfote, alas[ 
' ''•TbribrieGodd'K/orbodebrekci 
ftr Godtaaade it tot bit grace i 
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That rubbetli tbc pepk id jvA dooM, 
And b ferth boLUi BOM U* pnt i 
£a ^reth ikii Fonle both ime md Bcro, 
Widi tempo W ftrcnsth the p«f>fe diafe 
Ata lioD pronde ID yotLhcmi 
May Godunetide'luqiEBrUignce! 

H« flcnrc foidi with bi) wingii twain 
All drouping, tad dilid, md dull. 
But fone the Grlfibn cvt>e agtin, 
Of his foulu the f«rth wu fall; 
The WlU'caa be lud <iA to puU, 
fio greie nombre ner tent there mi, 
What manir of foulci telle I widl. 
If God wol give me of bit grace, 

WiththeGriroDGOBiefoiiUifell^ . '-' 
Raiin*, rokia, crowi*, md pie, 
And giaie foulit, igtdrid wele, 
I^rde above they woaldin hie, 
Gledi) and hofardet weren "hem by, ■ - 
White mallotuid pottocbei toke tber plia^ 
And lapwingei, that wel eomtb lie) ^ 
Thi> compuiy' hui fbrlste tbci graca. 
Long while the Mlinn «■■ oat*. 
But at laA he tommlth igiine, 
^nd bn>ug4ic nttb him the ptw&alkMtte I 
The Griffon would ham ion bA (uae. 




TBI l-tOWMAM's TjUt. 

Ill flewen u thiche u raise, 
eoii tho began 'hem chace, 

lid neogeauncc and no grace. 
ew« 'hem doane wicheut mercy; 
Aane neither frc tie thrall; 
theycaflarutullcTie 
kac the CiifTon doun nii fall ; 
; him Dot, but flewe 'hem all ; 
he 'hem drove no man may trace ; 
iheerth me ihoughitliey yiUj 
ley had ifiible grace! 
^lican then aiid right 
writing if I tia*e blame 
enwol forme GgtituFSifshc? 
ullin Iheldi mc from (hame ! 
: yhad ■ miide to dame, 
e Lambj that Qxine ywai, 
lldin me from goftly blame, 
Itcly harme is Godd'ii grace. 
Aire I pnyev^ man 
■rriting have mc eicufed, 
ricbg writeth the Pellicin, 
iBi ttiefe peple hath difpifed; 
n IreOie fully adnfcd 
at vuinteiDe hit menace, 
derill i< ofie dirgnifed 
igftmanto evil grace. 




Witith the PcUi'an aad uol me. 
For herof I n'il not jTowe 
In hie nc lowr, at no degre, JJ 

But a> f,ible take it ye mowe. 
To holy churche I will me bowei 
Eche man to' amende him ChriOc fcndc fpace I 
Auil for my writing me ilowc 
He that' it ilniighty for hii grace. 33 

Hirt cuiitb Tbt Pli^aman', Talc. 

THE PROLOGUE J 

Or, rill miry adi,!nlur! of Ibi Pardcairi and Tjpjlirl 
lb.-mnalCsnto-tnij. 

■WBiHilltlilKfrelhrclclhipwerecometoCantirboi 
Aiyehavehcttle to fore, with Talyt glad and metr 

Tfa ProfcwOTIiUPrDlpgue imJ Che Tale (HlftdTfof Ben 
nhicli fMatnt li wtte atia before prloteil, ind jrt uken • 
orainCibanoiiwdftDinlheilancHiTMblEl.idy'nilnn'i.aiHli 
mbemctwIthinailyDf Ihenthetfnir.uhlehMr.tmyhadp 
ufeit;btbatiribeliEiilVanilmea(urcnftIievericanau(lbp 

■ir iniT. iiiHffl the authinlty «f which all tlie other camAk 
■TechkilygrouiidRl. 'HKverfeinaUpiatuullliTliotchaCu 
kind whli that bf Camdrn.ind wcic I: to be tounl In an du 
luO'.mltrln niit!uuhtiKHealil)'ci>m|ilL-at«l,but hiving . 
other bcndollitfiHeincBiini.ed, the leider inuA be contt 
viih only a liiirhfull tranfcriyt ufii out of that mf. rri>. 




Ill 

tamof fbtitlfentcDcecif Tcrcue ind of lore, 
Aodrom ofothirmlrttili. Tor them that hold no ftore 
Of wifdom, ne of hoiyiwi, ne of chi*»lr7, j 

Methir ofnrtiHniSe matcrc, butler (olj 
Lcjil wit uidlDlluall laAichjipii 
Aihoriewiynumeyiie in every hcf^ that Tapra 
Thornnf;h unOabill rojiade, ryghc at the levii grent 
StDDdenti^eynthewcdir, ryglitfohy them I menei 
BulDomore hereof Diiwe at thiiilchc tyme, II 

lnfaTiD|;of my feiitence, my Prulog, andmyryme. 
They toke their in, and loggit (heni it tnydmorowe 

Alle cheker of (he hope that many a man doth kiiowc ; 
Their Hooft of South workt, that with them went, aa 
ye haTC herde to fore, ]j 

That wai rewlerof thcmal, uf lag and eke of tnote^ 
Onieynedtheirdynerwiftlyor ilKytoihirch went. 
Bach «iiaillii»hcrundc in town, and for noon olhir 

The Pardonere beheldc ibe bcfynei, how llatii wer 

DilfcentiyDg hym al prirety, and a fyde ftreriid : sa 
Tba hoftelere w» lb hikiwid fro o plafc to another 
He take hit ftaffe CO the Tapflere : Welcom my ue own 

Qnodflie,W)thafrendlybke,alrcdyfortaky!} 
And he, ua man i lerned of luch kyndnei, 14 

Bracyd hirbythemyddyll, andmadc hit ^ bAV^ •^Vcxc , 
Al itioagbehe hidikoovta hir althcnthu "icct '> 



She h iliil Jiym into ihetapftry there hirt 
Lo, here lligR, (quod Ihe) tnyrelf al ny 
V'iihouc luiuiiy't company fyp my ion 
Jtiikyn Harpour, yfychym toe we; fri 
Wii.'i DoC a luflkrpcirune todauDce ne La 
Then he was, thoughc I il fey; indchei 
Ehe made, and whh hir Dapron feir and 
She wypidtoft hir eyeo forteritthat Iht 

I'or love i)[ her fwetyn;;, that fat fo nij 
Shewuptaiirln'aylid.andwrongheiliuD 

For ihey that Iotfq lb paflyngly fudi 

She rcjfr,;h, fighiih, and Dioke hire he 

Brnidiiilc! quod the I'ardonere, and tol 

fwere, 
Ytemite forowc ini^wgh, quodhe, yoi 

ye Ihuld \tic. 
It is no wr.ndir. quod (he than ; sod the: 

tofnefe. 
Aha! al hole, ijuodthe Pardoner) your 

fomctvhat pallid. 
CcJ forlicdL: ic cl«! quod flic, but it w 
I mvgliinattyveeU, tliuwewotia.and 

enduru: 
*Vow bhCiid l-c God c£ mcudtmeme of 
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Qnod the PardoDCt tbo wood, uid tokc hir by the 

And fiydtohirthefewordistho; Alas that loveiifyDl 
Sakynd aloveraiyecbeooD.andfu tccwuf hcnc. 
For be mylrcweconrfitnceyitforyewe 1 fmeiic, jo 
And Oiall thii month bereirter.foryourfodendileri:; 
Now wcle wer hym ye lovid fo he coud you plefc ; 
Idurilfivereupon abookthat irewehelhuliIyeweCynd, 
For fie that is To yore dede iigrene iaycur mynd..<4 
Ve made me a Tory man ; I deed ye wold have llcrvid. 
GTaunlmercy,p;en(ilSir.i]uodlhe,thaty<eiuiaferTid: 
Yee be a nobile man, [bleSd niut yce be : 
Sit down ; ye Ibul drynk. Nay I wj> (quod hej 
I am faflynK yit, myne own hcrl'ii rote. 
FaDyni^yit, alafsi quod Ibe; therof I can ^ode bole. 
She (Icrt into the town and andfet a py alhote, 6t 
\ndftttoforethcPard'inere-, Jcnken, I ween 1 n'ote 
1 that yniir name lyowprey. I wit, myne own fiiflir, 
»wasl eoformydof them that did me foftir. 
odwhatityowraJKittiiwiB; fodepednieniydame. 
■dGodd'iiblcliinghavc thow,Kittiiiowbiokewel 

d priiylicb unlaid hii both cyen liddcs, 

t lokidhir In the lihge paramour amyddii, 

I ligfacd there with a litil time that Ihe it here 

(Uilorown and feynthii fong, Niu>, /lur, tbin 
Amttigtli. 1'a 

1-4 . ■ 




E'c and be merry, quod (he; whybre1ie]peno«t7oar 
To w*it more ftltlhip it were but woik in vnHe. [MJ 
AVbi make ytfo dull there J for your ImreMhome? 
Niiy,forlbi>th, myneownhrrt, it iofcH'ynaaIoan.;4 
Forme.'alara! whncrryyeNhitwir afimpldprty. 
Ttewlichyit,i]uiidth<! I'iiir<«>(irrp, iiKail ycwefef. 
Yv, ctitliandl'tthmtTy; wi-woirjiehetheriioffuiu; 
Brrm-yd cat Hrr^iihfrin it ■• mrry robealoM); 
For bvDurl.idy Mary, that bare JcfuiOD hiruai, 
tcoDil nevir loveyii l>ut it did me harm. So 

Foreiirmymanen bath beto love ovimiueh. [foeh! 
NuwCtift'ikblcl!ia);,qaod the Pirdoncrcfso withal 
J.11 ! how the dowdiB worthyn eih man in mete ha 
Forlrewly,|[«itilCrifti»n,fufelhcrimctach,[m»eh 
An<<. have ydo rnidy a yer: I may it oatforbere, Sj 
Vat KjnJ ■oHiII Lave th cpurii^oa^Yt men the cootruy 

fwere: 
And therewith he Here up fmertly and caft dowD • 

(p-ole. 
Whatlhaiihiido.fientilSir? Nay, Sir, for my eotc 
I n'old ye piyJ a pcuy her and To lune pai. 
I'hcl'ardonvtfworcbiiigretiothubewotdpaynolii. 
I wis, sir, it i> o*ir da, but Tilh it i* yuwr will 91 
1 moll putt it in my purfu kA yec it tjke in ill 
Torefafcyourcuitify: andihurwithflicgantobow*. 
Now trewly, (jliod ihc i'^Lloncr, ycur nuocri been 

Fw bad yc counMd ftrtycly. and nolhiog left hAini, 

J Plight hire wtU ydcini^d that 'jG^cMa^lM, o& 




Indcke nntrewe of hcrt, and foanermefiirirc'tH, 
In 7c m be mj (rcforer, for vie Oiall olTu-r mrli-. 
4inr cerun, quail cherapncr,yc ha Tearedcrulcv.il, 
\* wold to God ye coaih it wcle undn my fwuTcii 
rhit I my feif did m«e thii nyfiht thit itypuflid, 
low [ «a> in » chirch when it wa< all yniaiiid, lol 
Vnd wu in my dcTocloune ty I feriice wu al dnan, 
I'yl the precQ and the clerk boyftly bid mef^oon, 
ind put meoul of the chirch with an cgir mode. 
<Iaw Seynt Daniel, quod the Pardonere, yout fwevyn 

turntogode, icfi 

Uldlwollhalfowittothebcft.haveitin yeurmynd, 
'orcomynlyoEthcrefwevyngttheciiDirarymeiilhnl 
Ce hsTC be » lo»er glad, and litiljoy yKiil; [fynd. 
>lick up a lufty hert, and be mery am) flla'l, ito 
'or ye Ihitl have an huCbiind that (h?.l1 yt-ivc wcJ to 
rhatlhalloveyeweaihertlyathiiownlyie. [wy»e, 
rbe preeft that put yew oatof chiich Ihalllcde you 

iniB«yn«, 
ind helpeloyeorni ariage withalhisni!;-htjnd[naiD. 
rhii if the fweiren aland Tom Kit; hnvvlikiih tlicf 
le my irowith wondir wele, blefliil niut ihowr be ! 
rhen loki he Ic ve at that tyme, ty II h: com c-ITiruiie, 
Knd went to hii feleOiip (u it wai ro ilnon) [tcrc, 
rhoughe it be no grctc holynet to prcch thii rik ma- 
\fld that lom lifl to her itfyic, Sira, net t he latter I to 
lodniith f or a « hile and fu ITril h theti'. tbn *« qW AY^^ 
indjeibBUAcrhoirtbeTapllclinadct^ic^xc&owEC 



As ye Jhul here txcrcaitir, wncn tyn 

To mcvc fach matcre. — But now 

I wol return me agcyn to the com] 

The Knyghtc and al the fclcihip, an 

Whan they wer al yloggit, as Ikil 

Evcrich aftir his degre, to chircdii t 

To pas and to wend to make their 

Jlighte as their devocionnc was, i 

,: Then at chirch dorr the cui tcfy ga 

Tyl the Knyght, of gentikics that 

■J theguyfe, 

^*' |>ut forth the prelatia, the Parfon, 

I ' A Monk that took the fpryngiU v> 

' , ' And did as the manere is, moilid 2 

, I Evcrich aftir othir, rightc as they 
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The Pardoner and the Miller, and othir lewde fotes. 
Sought *hem felf In the chirch right as lewd gotes, 
Pyrid fail and pourid high upon the glafe, 
Counterfetyng gentihnen the armys for to blafe, 150 
Biikynering faft the peyntur, and for the ftory mour- 
And a red al fo right as rammys hornyd. [nid. 

He berith a balflaff, <iuod the toon, and els a rakid end ; 
Thow faileil, quod the Miller, thow haft nat wel thy 

mynd; 154 

It is a fpere, yf thow canft fe,with a prik tofore, [bore : 
To puih a down hU enmy, and through the ihoulder 
Pefe,quod the Hooftof Southwork ; let ilond the wyn* 

dow glafid ; 
Goith up and doith your offerynge ; ye femith half 

amafid : 
Skh ye be in company of honefl men and good 159 
Worchith fomwhat aftir them, and let the kynd of 
Pas for a tyme; I hold it for the bcft, [brode 

For who doith aftir company may live the bet in reft. 
Then paffid they forth boyftly gogUngwith their hedis, 
Bunelidadown tofore theihrine,andhertlichtheirbeditt 
They preyd to Seint Thonuis in fuch wyfe as they 

couth; 165 

And fith the holy relikei ech man with his mowith 
Kiflid, as a goodly monk the names told and taught, 
And fith to othir places of holynes they raught, 
And wer in their derocioune tyi fervice wet il dooti^ 
^dllthtbeydrowgh to dyncrwRrd?k*\l^i^^ \axv»^^ > 




u msnerc and cullom i>, lignei there Oief 
bontrht, 171 

norcntitrcfliuldknowwIionietheyhadfoDghl. 
ijiiCcthii Giver in Tuch (King at they Ukid, ' 
I the meen while the Mi'lct had ypikid 
(■mi fill of lij^iii of CuUQ^erbury broehia, tji 
;htheParJ™,:tio'lht;pry»cly inhirpouchit 
mtthemifterurardi.tbitnoopDfihemit will, 
he ikimpn'-r fcid fomnhat, and fi-yd in he liU 
larC qund he, privtly ruwnyng on their ere ; 
! pei-«, qund the Miller, feift th.iunat the Frere, 
le hiwrith undir hiiihoDd with a diig^ifb eye? 
lid he a privy thing that he coudnalafpy; lill 
ry eraft he can fomwhat, oar Lady give hyn 

forowt! 
, tht> quod the Sompner, on eveand eke on mo- 

Gda I'llehetohUfmethedcvillorhcllhrm 

fpede. iSj 

le, but yf I pay hioi wele and quyte wele hit 

aphomward that ech mail tell hi) Tate, fmede. 

did hiderward, though we fhuld fel at fale 
-IhcewdneithatE can. 1 wall hym nothing fpare, 
n'oltouchhiitaliercl fomwhat of hii care. 190 
fn their Cgnya upon their bedea,uid fomop- 

pon their capp, 
th to (he dynerward thej gan for to ftapp. 
oiin m hit i'grt wiifli and lakehii CeCe, 

iviTiroottodoonat [oper aR4a<.TO«e, 
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And wcr in filence for a tyme tyl ^ood ale gan ariTe, 
And then, as nature axith, as thefe old wife j 96 
Knowen wele, when veynys been foniwhat replete, 
The fpxrits wol Acre, and alfo metis fwete 
Caofen oft myrthis for to be ymevid, 
And eke it was no tyme the for to be ypjcvid : aco 
Every man in his wyfe made hertly chere, 
Telling his felowe of fportya and of chere. 
And of othir mirthii that felly n by the wey, 
At cnflom is f>{ pylgryms, and hath been many a dey. 
The Hood leid to his ere, of Southworke as ye knowe. 
And theakid al the 'company both high and lowe, ic6 
60 wele kepeing the covenaunt in Southwork that 

was made, 
That every man fliuld by the wey with a Tale glade 
All the whole company in fhorcing of the wey; 209 
And al is wele performed : but than now thus I fey, 
That wc mud fo homeward ech man tel anothir. 
Thus we wer aecordit, and 1 fliuld be a rathir 
To fet ycwe in govemaunce by right ful jugement. 
Trewly Hoo{l,quod the Frer, that was all our aflent, 
V^ith a litil more that 1 (hall fey therto : 2 15 

Yee graanted of yeur curtefy that we fhuld alfo 
AU the hole company fope with yewe at nyght : 
Thas I trow that it was ; what fey you, Sir Knyght i 
It flial nat nede, quod the Hooft, to axe no witnes; 
Tour record is good I nowe; and of yeur gentilnes 
Yit I prey yew efft ageyn *, for \i^ ^e'^tvOL\voroa.%Vt^ts* 
And ye woU hold cpyenaunt I vioUYwoXA^tK'j^^* '^'^'^ 



tiow ircwly Hooft, quod ihc Knyght, ye hare ri[ 

we! yft jd ; 
Aiiil at (owchlni; my perlbne [ hold mc payile ; 
Aii'l Til I irQwcihatildoith : Sin, what fey yce.' 9 
■J liL Munk and At the MirchaunK and al feid Y 
Ihc-n al thiiaftlr-mECe, I liold it for the beft, 
1'u ffiin and pley ui, quod ibe HohA, (che man a> b; 
Ami t'o by tyme to foper and to bed aifo, [li 

So ii»)we WB crly ryfirn niir juroey for to do. 1 
Tlir Kriighl arufe tberwrihvl, and alt on a frdl 
Ami li» foiiE anolhir, tu walk in the town, [gov 
A»d til did ail t!ie remnaunl tiMl wcr of thai aray, 
'I'liat had their ch>ungi> with thetn, they made th< 

frrfh and gay, 
Sor:ld ihctn IOf;idir, ri)(ht ai thcu luflia lay, a 
Ab ih' y wcic more uGd travelling by tlie way. 
T1i>. Knyglit with bi> meyne went to fe ihc walle 
Aril ilie nardii uf the luwa, as to a knyttht befall, 
DiAillnfrenlentinich the ftrenj-lhiial alMiDi, 
Anil ajjuintid tobiifiuie ilie pi:i<:ll and ilie dout a 
I'l.i Ihut of ublaftandof bowu, and eke for Ihot 

UiiTn the wardiii of Ihc town, and linw it might 
Anil al defence ihcr ajrcyn afiirhiaiiiCent [wor 
lit <!i:c1arid ronipeDdioLiQy. andal that evirheoM 
}h- ii.iic peiHynd riery ]ioynt, ubc wan full ahil 
I'll «in>c« and in travail': Hnd pcrfoue cnvcnabill } 
H': »at iif all fadur :.ftir fourm of kynd, fmy 

^atltor to deoie liu {oKmauacc U [«iuA tbic I 
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Wasmach in his lady that he lovid bed, [reft. 

That made hym ofTt to wake when he Ihuld have his 
The Clerk that was of Ozenforth onto the Sompnore 
fcyd, a j I 

Me femeth of grete clerge that thow art amayde, 
For thou putteft on the Frer in maner of repreff. 
That he knoweth falfliede, vice, and eke a theff ; 
And I it hold vertuoufe and right commendabill 255 
To have very knowlech of things reprovabill ; 
For who fo may efchew it, and let it pas by, 
And els he myght fall theron unward and fodcniy. 
And thoughe the Frer told a Tale of a Sompnour, 
Thow ooghtifl for to take it for no diihonour, 260 
Fur of al crafcis and of eche degre 
They be not al perfite, but fom nyce be. 
Lo ! what is worthy, fcyd the Knight, for to be a clerk ; 
To fommon among us them this mocioune was ful 
I comend his wittis and eke his clerge, [derkc : 

For ofether parte he favethhonefle. 266 

The Monk toke the Parfone then and the grey Frer, 
And preyd them for curtefy for to go in fere : 
I have ther acquaintaunce that al this yeris thre 
Hath preyd hym by his lettris that I hym wold fc ; 
And ye my brothir in habit and in poCfeilloune, 27 1 
And now I am heie niethlnketh it is to doon. 
To preve it in dede what chere he wold me make, 
And to yew my frende.alfo for my fake. 



mcry chers. 
They had, it is no doubte ; for Tpycys and eke i 
Went round about thegaftoyn and eke the myn 
Th e Wyfe of Bath w as £o wery ibe had no wyl to 
She tokc the Priores by the honde ; Madam, ^ 
Pry vely into the garden to fe the hcrbts growe. 
And aftir wirh our hod' is wife in hir parloBr r 
I wol gyve yewe the wyne and ye Ihul me alfc 
For tyl we go to foper we have naughs eUis to 
The Priores, ss woman taught of gentU Uo 

hend, 
AfTentid to hir counfel, and forth gen they w 
Paffyng forth fofftly into the berbery. 
For many a herb grewe for fewe and forgery 
And all the aleys feir, andparid, and rBylid,a( 

* * *" '■-'***' J/< and vfta^l 
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Stalkid into the tapftiy ; for nothing wold he leve 
To make his covenannte in certeyn that fame eve; 
He woi^ be logg^it with hir, that was his hole enten* 
tioiine. 301 

Bat hap and eke Fortttne, and all the conilellaciouney 
Wu clere hym a^yns, as ye fhul aftir here ; 
For hym had better be yloggit al nyght in a myere 
Then he was the fame nyghi or the fun was up ; 305 
For fuch was his fortune he drank without the cupp; 
fiut thereof wift he no delay; ne iVb man of us alle 
May have ibatbigb connyng to Inoiv ivhatjbal befall. 
He fiappid into the tapilry wondir pryvely^ 
Andfodd hir Iigging lirylong with half flopy eye, 3 to 
Pourid felHch nndir hir hood, and fawe al his comyng^ 
And lay ay ftill, as daaght flie knewe, but feynid hit 

flcpynj?. 
He put hishondtohirbreft} Awake, quod he, awake. 
A, benedicitei Sir, who wift yew her \ out tho \ myghi 
Prifonex*, quod the Tapftere, being al aloon 5 [be take 
And therwithbreyd up in afritc, and began to groon« 
Now fith ye be my prifoner yeld yew now, quod he. 
I mud nedis, quod (he, 1 may nothyng fie ; 
And eke I have no ftren^h, and am but yong of age^ 
And alfo // // no majlry to cetb a mouf« in a cage 343 
Tbat may no tvherejiert outy but cloftJ tvondlrftfl; 
And eke, Sir, I tell yew though I had grete haft 
Ye-ftaki have coughed when ye coai. WKcr letw-'^^i^ 

cartcfyf 
Now trewlich I muft cKule, toi ol t\^^.\^n^^"<l 



But lovers, Kitt, btn evil avyfid full o: 
"Wherfor I prey you hcrtlich hold mcc 
i\nd I bdiotc yew trcwly it fhall no n 
}, I 33ut now to our puipofc : Iiow have y< 

li ! Siih I was wy th you lafl: ? that is my i 

|f ■ Icor yf ycc eylid cny thing othir wife i 

'J'rewly it wold chaunge my chere an* 
I have far id the wcrs for ye we, quod 
God that is above ? and eke yc had no 
For tocongir me, God wo<>t,wyth you 
ji| That have no more to vaunte me but ( 

I* * And yf it were diflcynid then wer i o 

\ ' I wis 1 trowe. Jenkyn, ye be nat to tn 



J 



; ; ■ For cvir more ye clerkis con fo much 

Ycc wol wvnn a woman at full look 
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Shal I com than, Chriilian, and fefe awey the cat ? • 
Shal ye com ?//r benedicite/ what qucftion •«! that \ 
Whcrfor I prey yon hertly to be my counfail ; 
Comyth fomwhat late, and for nothing faiil; 
The dorr (hall ftond thar up ; put it from ytyi foft, 
But be wele avyiid ye wake nat them on lofft. 356 
Care ye nat, quod Jenkin, I can thcron at heft; 
Shal no man for my ftepyng be wakid of his reft. 
Anoon they dronk the beverage, and wcr of 0011 ac« 

cord. 
As it femed by their chcre and alfo by their word : 
And al a (biunce (he lovid hym wele, fhe take hym 

bythefwcre, 36! 

As though he had Icrnyd cury favcl of fom old frere.' 
ThePardonerplukkidoutofhispursItrowthedowry, 
And toke it Kxtt in hir bond, and bad her pry vely 
To orden a rerc fopor for them both to, 365 

Acawdell ymade withfwete wyne and with fu^ir^alfo^ 
For trewly I have no talent to ete in yeur abfcnce, 
So longith my hert toward yew to be in ycwr pre- 

fcnce. [wer. 

He toke his leve, and wenthiswey asthoagh nothing 
And met wyth al the felihip ; but in what plafe ne 

wher 3 70 

He fpake no word therof,but held hym clofc and fly 11» 
As he that hopid (ikirlich to have had al his wyll. 
And thought many a mery thought by hymfelfaloont 
1 am a loggit, thought hebcft,Vvovi Vo tN«'T».^Q^\ 



fpic^ofrage, 
But al thing wrought pnidenclall, 

wife; 
KoW wolwctothefoup.Sir Knygfh 
Q^od the Hooft fiil curteyfly, and 
The Knyghtanfwer'd him ageyn, 
\ nniift obey, ye woot wele ; but yf 
Then takith thc£s prelatitto yewe, 

go fit ; 
Fori woli be yewr MarchaH and fei 
Afid then the ofiicers and 1 to fopei 
Tiitisy wihSh, and fett right as he ha* 

hi» fere. 
And begfinnc to talk of fpcxTtis and 



THE PARDONERE AMD TArSTERE. tT,) 

They wer yfervyd honcflly, and cchc man held hym 

payde, 
For of o manere of fervice their fopcr was araide, 4CO 
As ikill wold and refon, fith the left of all 
Payid ylikc much, for growing of the gall : [ftreight^ 
But yit as curtefy axith, though it wer fom dele 
The ftatisthat wer above had of the feyreft endrcytc; 
Wherfor they did their gentilnes ageyn to all the rout^ 
They dronken wyne at their coft onys round about. 
Now pafs I lightly ovir. When they foupid had 407 
The that were of governaunce, as wyfe men and fad^ 
Went to their reft, and made no more to dooD, 
But Miller and the Coke dronken by the moon 410 
Twye$ to eche othir in the rcpcnyng ; 
And when the Pardoner them efpy 'd anoon he gan to 
D»ul^ll me tbit bourden^ chokelyng in his throte, [fing 
For the Tapfter ihuld here of his mery note : 
He clepid to hym the Sompaour .that was hisown diT* 
The Yeman and the Reve, and the Mancipill, [cipill. 
And ftoden fo holowyng ; for nothing wold they leva 
Tyl the tymc that it was well within eve. 
The Hooft of Sourhwork herd them wele, and the 
Marchaunt both, 419 

As they wer at a countis, and wexcn fomcwhat wroth^ 
But yet they preyd them curteyfly to reft for to wend. 
And fo they did all the rout \ they dronk and made 
an end. 



x-ur lu o.w. 



An4 in the meen while, have ye no uuu..^, 
The TapAer and hir paramour, and the 

the honff , 
Sitt to^idir pry vtrlich, and of the heft gqui 
That wak ytound in town and yfet at fale 
They had there of fufficiauot, and dronk bi 
And fit and cte the cawdell for the Pardunf 

made, 
With fngir and with fwete wyoe, right 
So he that payd for all in feer had not a t 
For ofift is more better ymerkid then ym 
And To farid he ful right as ye have yhei 
But fVlo if that a xuoman ecud ntt make bis 
And ihe wer therabout, and fct hir wyt 
"■' — *v^t wele I ly nat, and whcr I do oi 



»•--/»_ 
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Im they had ete and dronk right in the fame plafe, 
it began to rendir out all thing as it was ; 430 

le wowing of the Pardoner, and his cod alfu, 
ad how he hopid for to lygg alnyghtwythhiralfo; 
It therof he ihall be fikir as of God'is cope; [fclope 
nd fodeynly kilDd her paramour, andfeyd, We fhul 
3gidir httl by hul, as we have many a nyght, 455 
ad yf he com and make noyfe, I prey ye we dub hym 

Knyght. 
;s, Dame, quod hir paramour, be thou not agaft ; 
bis is his own ftafifthou feyft, therof he ihall ataft. 
c»w trewly , quod the hofleler, and he com by my lot 
e ihall drink for Kittis love wythout cup or pot ; 
ad he be fo hardy to wake eny gift [mift ; 

nakc a vowe to the pecock there ihal wake a foul 
nd aroTe up therewithal and toke hisleve anoon: 
wa»a fhrewid company; they had fervid fo many 

oon. a(>4 

ith fuch manere of felefhipne kepe 1 never to dele, 
e no man that lovith his worfhip and hw hele. 
ood Kitt to hir paramour, Ye muft wake a whyle, 
>r trewiich I am fikir that within this myle 
le Pardoner woi be comyng, his hete to afwage. 
It loke ye pay hym redelich to kele his corage ; 4 70 
Ddtherfur,I(>ve, difchance ycwe not tyll this chek 
3, for God, Kitt, that wol I no. [be do. 

len Kict went to bed, and blewe out all the li^htx 
i4 by that tymc it was ner houd c^^xt^i n"^^^* 



%•**•-. 



And fcrapid the dorr welplich, and 
Aftir a doggis lyden, as nere as he 
Awey, dog, with evill dcth ! quod h 
And made hym all rcdy the dorr tt 
Ai thoughtthe Pardoner, tho I trow 
'^he Tapfler hath a paramour, anc 

glade 
With the cawdcll that I ordevned : 
Now the devill hir fpede, fuch oor 
She fcid 1 had ycongerid hir; our 
Now wold to God fhe wer in (tc 

borowc, 
For fhe is the falfeft that evir yit I 
To pik the mony out of my purs, J 
And therewvth he caught a cardia 
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For when he herd a man within he was almoft wood, 
And becaufe the coil washisno marvel thothemoud 
Wer turned into vengaunce, yf it myght be j 
But this was the myfcblef ; all fo ftrongr as he 
Wai he that was within, and lighter man alfo, 505 
A? provid wele the bataile betwene them both to. 
The Pardcnere fcrapid efit ageyn; for nothyng wold 

he blyn, 
So feyn he wold have herd more of hym that was 

within. . fere ? 

"UHiat dog is that ? quod the paramour ; Kit, woft thou 
Hate God my trowith, qnodflie, it is the Pardonere. 
The Pardoner, with myfcheff ! God gyve hym evil 
8ir, (he fcid, by my trowith he is the fame thcfF.[preff! 
Therof thou liefl, quod the Pardoner, and might nat 

long forbere. 
A thy fals body ! quod he ; the devil of hell the tere! 
For by my trowith a falsfher fawe 1 nevir noon, j 15 
And nempnid bir namys many mo then oon. 
Though to rech hir wer noon honefle 
Among men of good woHhip and degre. 
Bat, fliortly to conclude ; when he had chid inowe 
He axid his ilaff fpitouHich, with wordis iharp and 

rowc. 5 20 

Go to bed, quod he within ; no more noyfe thow make ; 
Thy (lafTihal be rcdy to morowe I undertake. 
in foth, quod he, I wol nat fro the dorr wend 
T7I I have my flaff. Thow bribovkr^ 0:xxl YcbsH^ >^% 



And fond hvm othir 'wnvt>, . 
With the flafTys end high upon the bro\ 
Thehoftclcr Icy oppon his bed and herd < 
And ftert hym up 1 ightlich, and thought! 
He toke a (laffin hi^hond, and highedv 
Tyl he wer with the fclcfhip that fhuld r 
What be ycc ? quod the hodeler ; and kne 

wele. 
Hyuft! pcfe, quod the paramour : Jak, ♦ 
Ther is a theff, I tell the, within this h* 
A theff! quod Jak ; this is is a nobill d 
That thou hym haft yfound, y f weehy 
Yi«, yi8, care the nought ; with hym • 
Wele inowe or he be go, yf fo we ha 
'^-^•- we to be ftrong inowe with o nr 

-•i4>H Talc hr*»lr^ fK 
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And I wol kepe the dorr ; he {hall not ftert out. 
Nay, for God that wol I nat, left I each a clout, 554 
Seid the todir to Jak, for thou knowift bettir then I 
All the eftris of this houfe ; go up thyi'elf and fpy . 
Nay, for foth, quod Jak, that were grete unrighte 
To aventor oppon a man that with hym did not fighte ; 
Sithensthou haft hym bete and with thy ftafFypilt, 
Me thinkith it wer no refon that f (huld here the gilt ; 
For by the blyfy ng of the cole he myght fe myne hede. 
And lightly Icne mc fuch a ftroke my bond to be dede. 
Then wol we do by common aflVnt fcch hym al about } 
"Who that mctith hym firft pay him on the fnout; 3 64 
Formethoughtlherdhymherelaftamongthepanny*. 
Kepe thoa the toder fide, but ware the watir cannys. 
And if he be herein ryght lone we ftiull hym fynde, 
And*wc tobeftrong inowghe o theffc for to bynde. 
Aha ha ! thought the Pardoner, beth the pannys aryn ? 
And drowghe oppon that fide, and thought oppon a 

gynne ; 3 79 

So at laft he fond oon, and fet it on his hede, 
For as the cafe was fall thtr* to he had grete nede : 
But yit he grafpit ferthirmore to have fomwhat in 
i id fond a grete ladill right as he was gonde, [honde. 
And thought for to fterte out betwenc them both to 
And waytid wcle the paramour that had doon hym 

woo, 5 76 

And fet him with the ladillonthc grufcill on the nofe, 
ThataJJ the wctk after ho h^vl [\ic\v^^^^^ 

6 
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in tvaterid criich by the monoir^^^ 

the caufe of it had cher'of noforo^^,.^ 

•ardoncr. As he wold ftcrtawcy s jy 

: with hym, but nothyng to his pvf* 

n fo fwith the pan fill him fro, 

- aftir hym as bly ve as he tnyght go, 

1 a brondeal unware, 585 

n bctcr to have goon more afwarti 

V pann met with his (hynne, 

. veyn and the next fyn : 

: wa* prcnc he thought litil on, 5^9 

ncoefs was apaft the greiffat ner the 

is bond to grope whcr it fete, [bone; 

ond he was yhurt the PordofiO' h^ 

thrcte, 

fynt Amyas that he fiiuld abigg 

I and fore even oppon the rigg; 594 

It fynd he nothyngwold hym fpartf. 

irdoner wcle, and held hym bettir a 

' he had ftrokisn'ght inough, [fquare, 

'inys, hisbak, and hisbrowe. 

he paramour, where is the theffago f 

Jak ; right now he lept me fro, 6cO 

s go with hym, for I have harm and 

nd I alfo and he goith nat al quytc : 
ht hym fyncf we wold aray hym fo 
vc Icgg ne Icot, Xo moTcw^: qyi xo jOt 




But how Ihull wc liymfyad^ the moon iiadonn, CiC.I 
(Aignce wufurchc Pirduaer)andcke when they 

did rouu 
He herd then evil vcleiuowc, and trentthc mote 

afyde. 
Anddrewhinicvirhakwud,andlciihcftroki>-g1iiie. 
I»k, quod die p»t»mour, 1 hold it for the beS, 
Kth the Bioua iidawn, for to {») to rclt, 6lO 

And make the fpnufaft; he ■nay not tiien alien, 
And eke iifhUoivii Itj!l*hi: berith u redy mark, 
WbcrbfthoumayeahiinknatreanionKxItThc route, 
And thou bcr aredy ey, and wtyC wcleilionte 
rainoti>weivh<D[lieyIhulweii<litbi>i^thebL-IlrEde: 
r<k. whu feyll ihou tlicno ! n thit wele yr..-;il ! 6 16 
lliy witii dere, qundjafci thy wit mul otdii fiond. 
!Ie niadcihegiti,fJl; thtri'noinoietodoen.- 
l'he Par<!oiirrttude aMe.l.i-chtkL.ronaudMcd, 
Vnd wasryjihtcvilatefeatuyjtficiiihiibcdct 6lO 
ic niniloffurceligelyVtacaynfivcrd, 
fitiiniGviitliimwotidirlbrcformakinirofhiihcrd'i 
ic pi^d at foil ihcr'fore tlirough a nL-onianB ait 
'orwyrca.Tdekeforciwdill.andhadthw'ofnopani 
Ic thcr'forpriydScynlJuliaDC, asyemoweooder- 
floiide, (iij 

That the rftvill her fliuldc fi^de on watw and on 

« to d;.TViK a travcliyng man oEhithcrbergage, 
"„ """' "Kfls laye tun liiii angir to ifwage ; 



That bare abont hn neck a greet 
Bccaufe that he wa& fpetoule, ar 
7*hc clog was hoDgit aboat hia 

nat wite 
Nothyng the dogg'is tnaiiler yf 
So f..r to excufc them both ic w: 
The Panluntr wold have Joggi 
fomwhat w^h, 

i'^ Thewarrokwasawakitlandcaiig] 

And bote hym wondir fpctouily 

■i couch. 

That the Pardoner myght nat n< 
But held hym a fquarc by that c 
As holfom was at tliat tyme for t 
He coud noon othir help, bat lev 



I 
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But Icjr as ftill as eny ilone, remembryng his foly, 
That he wold truft a Taptler of a common hoirry ; 
For commonl yfor the muil part they ben wy ly cchon. 
Bot now to allti the company a morroW whan they 
ihuld gon * 6^6 

Was noon of ali the felefliip half fo lone ydig^ht 
As was thegentil Pardoner; for al tymeofthe nyght 
He was aredy in his aray, and had nothing to doon 
Saffe ihake alite Jiis eris, and tras and be goone. 660 
Yet or he cam in company he wisfii away the blood; 
And bond the forys to his hede with the typet of his 
And made lightfom chere,formen ihuld natfpy[hood, 
Nothyng of his turment ne of his luxury ; 
And the holleler ofthe houfe,for nothyng he coud pry, 
He coad nat knowe the Pardoner among the company 
Amorowe when chcy (hukl wend, for ought that they 
coud pour, 667 

So wyfely went the Pardoner out of the dogg*t8 hour. 
And blynched from theholieler, and turned ofit about. 
And evirmore beheld hymamydwardof the rout, 670 
And wasevir fyngyng to makcal thyng good ; 
Bnt yit his nocis wer fomwhat low for aking of his 
So at that tyme he had no more grame, [hede : 

But held hym to hishapynes to fcape ihame. 674 
The Knyght and al the felcihip forward gon they 

Pafiyng forth merely to the town'ys end ; [wend. 
And by that tyme they wer ther the day began to rype, 

And the fon merely upward gan Vve ^\V«^<t 
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Plcying undir the egge of the firmamcDt. 
Now, quod the Hood of Southwork, and to tli 
\Vli() fawe evir fo ftyr or fo glad a day, [{hi] 
And how fete this fefon ts entring into May? | 
The thruftclis and the thrusihii». in this gla( 
'I heruddokandthcgoldfynch ; but thvrryght) 
1 Ii!- anierous notis k) how he twytiyih fniall! 
\,o how the trees grenyth that nakid wer, ai 
.Hare this month afore but tlicir fommer doth 
Jo how Nature tnakith for them evirichone ! 
And as niany as ther be he forgettith noone ! 
J .0 l)ow the fcibn of the yere and A vcrell (hour 
Dcith the but- ibis burgyn out bloflbms and floi 
3 .0 th(! pryme rofishow freih they ben to fene 
, \.iu! niany othir ilouris amccg the graiis grei 
J.o how they fpryrj;, and fprede, and of diver 
lichokiith, and ftith both rede, white, and blui 
'1 iiat iully bin and comfortabill for mann'ys fi] 
For I it\ for my fclfit makith my hert tolig 
Kow fith Alniighry Soveryn hath fcnt fo feir 
1 1- ic now, as c:;vcnaut is, in ihorting of the 
Whr, riiull he. the firil that ihall unlace his ma! 
In (omtort of us al, and gyn fome mcry Tale : 
l<.r :in<l wc fljuld now bcgyn to draw lot 
P' raventurc it myght fal thtr it ought not, 
Oi; loiii iiiiluUy perfonc that wer not wele aw 
Or Icni) boufy ovyr cvc, and had yfong and cr 
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Somwhat ovir much : how fhuld he than do ?' 706 
For WJfoJhuld iell a 7ale he mu^ have good ivy II therto. 
And eke fom men faftyng beth glewid and ybound 
In their tongis ; and feme faflyng beth nothyng jo- 

cound ; 
And fom in the morning their mouthisbeth adoan ; 
T7II that they be eharmyd their wordis woil notfoun. 
So thys is my concluiionne and my lad knot. 
It wer grete gentilnes to tell without lot. 
By the rood of Bromholm, quod'the Marchant tho, 
As fer as I have failed, rideii and ygo, 7 15 

Sawe I nevir man yet tofore this ilk day 
So weie coud rale a company as our Hod, in fay ; 
His wordis ben fo comfortabill, and comyth fo in fe- 
That my wit is ovircome to make eny refon [fon, 
Contrary to his counfaitl at m3m ymagynacioune,7ao 
Wher*for I woil tell a Tale to your confolacionne, 
lo enfampill to yowe that when that I have do 
Anothir be right redy then for to tell, ryght £0 
To fulfyil our Hooft'is wyll and his ordinaunce. 724 
There (hallnofawte be fnund in me : gode wyl dial he 
Withthis I be excufid of my rudines, [my chauncc - 
Altho* I cannot peync my Tale, but tell it as it is, 
Lepyng ovir no fentence, as ferforth as 1 may, 
But tell yewe tbeyolke and put the white away. 7 29 

Niij 



^ ., And ^orrhitft in his dayes, at 

ji. r I Of vi'orihip nc of welc. re of j 

i' . I i For alle Inndis ehriflened ther 

i- , ;| And all othir natiouns^ of wha 

|f l!.'i, WhiU the Empcrour was hole. 

!^ ' . I . I mair.tcyned in honcnr ; and i 
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Rome was then oheicd of all C 

K\\\ But it farith thereby as it doith 

1 i«| For though nethircete,regiouc 

■ :.! Beth nat nowe fo worthy as wt 

; ]|. • As we fynd in rnmaunces, in ^( 

* .5 For Aii ihhgt doiib nvafl. and eh . 

• . '■'' t ys morejhorter then it tvas ; and O 

I - Mowe oat comprehende now in 

' I ■ * As fom tymc myght thcfe old in 

! l-i ■ -.^ . *• • • 



TUfe mekcbant's second tale, tfe, l$t 

Btltyit the tAmt\» evir oon of Rome as it wa.i 
groundit %$ 

After Remus \^ Romtiluty that firil that cete foondit. 
That brethren weren both to, as old bokiswriten ; 
Bit cftherlef and governaunce I wolnatnowcnditen, 
Bot of othtr mater that fallith td my mynd ; 
Wher*for, gentill Sirn, ye that beth behind 30 

Drawith fomwhat nere thikker to a rout, 
That my wordis may foune to ech man about. 
Aftir thefe 1 brethren Romulus and Remus 
Julius Csefar was £mperour, that rightful was of 
This cete he governed nobilich wele, [Demur, 

And conquered many a regioune, as cronicuU doth 
us telle ; 36 

For, (hortly to conclude, al tho wer adverfaryes 
To Rome in his dayis he made them tributaries; 
So had he in fubjeAioune both frend and foon, 
Of which I tell yew trewly Englond was oon. 40 
Yit aftir Julius Cxfar, and ilth that Crift was bore, 
Rome was governed as wele as it was before, 
And namelich in that tyme and in the fame yeris 
When it was governed by the Dofeperis ; 
As femeth wele by refon, who fo can entend, 45 
That mannyt Vtiyt ne tvyll may not comprehend 
The htucheffand the myfcheff^ as may many hedis ; 
Ther*for thcr operaciouns.ther domes, and ther dedes» 
Were fo egallich ydoon ; for in all Criften londis 
Was nooD that they /parid for to meivd ^t^it^'^v^, ^'^ 



" —^ .v^tMi/ctuiir ycnoic, as tllJ 

In whofe cyme fikcrlich the 7 

In Rome dwcllyng decently ; 

How they were yclepid, or I i 

I woll tell you the names of th 

And declare yen the caufe wh) 

The firft was ycleped Sother I 

This is thus much for to fey, a 

And fo he did trewly ; for levij 

Then do or fey eny thing that fc 

So clccn was his confcicnce yfet 

Marcus Stoycus the fecond, fo 

That is to mene in our conftert 

And fo he did full trewe ; for th 

He wrote them evir trewly, anc 

But fnrVt QQ vmmt. ^..J.._; J . . i 



TMB MEIlCaANT*S SECOND TALI, \^e, I53 

As any ppofid of all the long yere, [cber e. 

That nayght have made hym fory or chongit onys 
But eyirmore rejoycing, what that evir betid, 8 1 
For hi^ hert was evir mcry , right ai> the fomer bridd. 
SammUs Philopater was the fi£ft*i6 name. 
That tboughemen wold flee hym, or do hym al the 
Angir, or difefe, as evil as men couthe, [fhame. 

Yet wold he love them nevir the wers in hert ne in 
mowith, 86 

His will was cleen undir his foot, and nothing hym 
Ther*for he was clepid fatbir ofpcrfitc love, [above. 
The 6 and the ;• of thcfe Sevin Sages 
Was Stypio and Sithero , as thes word Ailrolages 90 
Was firname to them both aftir their fcienccs ; 
Forofaflronomyiikerlichthe cours and all the fences 
Bothe they know hit wele inoughe, and wer right fotil 
But now to othirpurpofe, for her I woU depart [of art. 
As lightly as 1 can, and draw to my materc. 95 

In that fame tymc that thefc Sages were 
Dweliyng thus in Room, a litill without the wallcs. 
In the fubarbis of the town, of chambris and of hallis, 
And all other howfeing that to a lord belongit. 
Was noon wytbyn the cete, ne noon fo wele behongit 
With docers of highe piyfe,.ne wallid fo aboute, loi 
As was a ^eoatours hous wythyn and eke wythoute. 

Favinus was his name, a worthe man and rich ; 
Andjfor tofeyfhortly ch,inRoom was noon hym lyche. 
His portis and his eftris were full evenauute vc^ 
Ofcrefour and oflordfhyi) •, alio the moilCN^^TA 
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: ; t As yee ihuUhereaftir, when ti 

1 1j, ; , . For yl/tir/zv^te tbcfuure comytbj 

la., - 1 For as fone as he coud go and : 

: ? JK ; All that he fct his cy on, or aft 

^4 i'.'.y AnooD he fliuld it have, for no 

] I ' I ' But it had be well hettir he hai 

i >i ! Noriture and );rentiiiie!<, and ha 

^ l' Foritfillfoaftir wyth what cl 

\..'\ Yf rhcpleynelikidhymhe w< 

jji .j C3rwythaknyflfhymhurtryght 

\ ^\\ Forthcrnasknyghtncfquycri; 

'■.... That thought his owne pcrfon< 

1 \ That did or feyd cny thing Her 

■ '., That he o*old fpetoufly anoon 

I J !! "Whr'r'MfK:cf./i:..».".i •• »' 



Tvt mbilchakt's secono tali, ^r. 15 f 

And thoughe men woldpleyne f u) ihortic fliuld availe. 
For Fawnoa waafo myghty, and cheJOfof all conofaill 
With Angoftyn the fimperour, that aUmenhym drad. 
And lete pasovir mifchefe and harmys thatt they had. 
Berinuft fertbermore lo vid wel the dife, 1 9 1 

Andfor to pley at hazard, and held thereof grete pry fe. 
And all othir gamys that lofery was in. 
And eviimore he loft, and nevir myght wyn. 
Berynus at hazard many a nyght he wakid, 195 
And oh tyme it fill fo that he cam hom al nakid : 
And that -v^as ill his joy, for right wele he knew 
That Agea his mbdir wold'cloth hym newe. 
Thus fierynvs lyvid, as I have told to fore, 
Tyll he waa of the age of 1 8 yere •r more. 900 

But othxr whylfl amongis for pleyntis that were grete 
Fawnua made amendis, and put them in quiete : 
So was the fadhr caufe the fone was ib wyU ; 
And fa have many mo fuch of his own child 
Be caufe of his undoyng, al we mo we fe al day ; 405 
For Thing yiaie is bard to put tnvey^ . 
As bars tbmi evir irottidf trewlich i ybw telle, 
It were bard U make bym aftir to amb'dl tveile : 
Ryght fo by Beryh ; when he had his loft and wyll 

when be was lite 
It (bold be bevy afterward to reve his old deltte, 1 10 
Saw the whele of Fortune, that no man may with« 
For every man on ly ve ther'on he is gond ; [{Icnde^ 
O fpoke ihe turnyd bakward, rightc at hi^K ^^oik&^ 
AU ageyn Ben'aus, as ye ihuU here tone. 




I jl ▼■■ MCKCHAHT'* nCOHD TALI, tf& 

Af^hUnioilir fell in gnteMuna, tl§ 

And Tent aftir huftnod n^th wordu hir« t« lit. 
And Tor flie woldlcU hym hir hole hat'k-wjn 
£tAeiHita{thcwarldp(inid,uilwurigbt.iail Mi. 
"Whrn Fiwnui wBiycomt, and bw foiadrkTTi: 
Hytwyfflhitoitrudcre.thatfailuiehtchefc, 3M 
Ko nwrmll though h» hen wtr in %rtle mournyDg, 
Forhe purfeyvydfnllich fhcdrcwctohircndyng: - 
Yit made he othrrchcre then in hiihenwi* 
7'o pulawey direanifoct,di(Gmilyngivylh tiiifaft 
The hevynei of hii htil : wyth cherc he did it clde, 
For fuch > manner crafi t Ser ii wyth ihem cm gloJc; 
Save that tournylhilltociutelei but FawntMdidnatti), 
For wctith wele in eerteyn hi' hett wit full of wo 
For hU wyfT Agn ; ud yit for enft he <■« th 
Theteri>frohi«eyinrandoiinby hiimowiib: SJO 
When he fawthe pangitef dclh camyngb fail 
Oppon hia wyfT Agea almull hig lint lo braft. 
Agea lylTt up hir eyen, and beheld the cheici 
Of hir hufboiid Fawnpi,thac wai fii trew a fere. 
And fei'd, Sir, why do ye thus } thii i< an dying fare 
In comfort of ni both, yf yce might fpire tjA 

And put awey thyi heirynei whyle that yee and I 
Myght fpekf of othir thynpit, for Dcth me nyghith 
Forto bodyne to fbole thic vaiiyth naca^urte. [n^h, 
Now tellyth on, qaod Fawnut, and I wot Icte it paa 
For [he time of talkyng^aK wtle at J niay, 141 

Sue cut of my remembrsDcce onto my endyog day 
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Tai ICSBCBANT'i ItCOMD TALK, bV. IJJ 

Tcir deth woll ncYir, I woot it wcle, but evir be ia 

my mynd. 
Then, good Sir, quod Agea, beth to my ibulejcynd 
When my body is out of fight, for thertohatre I nede^ 
For trser nuke then yee be in word ne in dede 146 
Had nevir woman, ne more kyndnet 
Hach (hewed unto his make, I know right wele iwis ! 
Now wold ye fo her after in hcrt be as trewe. 
To ly ve wythout make, and on year fone rewe, 250 
That litlU hath ylcrnid fitheos he wat bore : 
Let hym have no ilcpmodir, for children have tofore 
Comelich they loYith nat : wherfor wyth hert I prey 
Have chere onto yeur fone aftir my endyng day ; 
For fo God me help and I lafTc yew behynd 2^$ 
Sfauld neni* man on lyre bryng it in my mynd 
To be no more yweddit, but lyt e (bule aloon« 
Now yee knowailray wyll, good Sir, think ther'on* 
Certii, quod Fawnus, whiis I have wyttis fy ve 
I think ncvir aftir yew to have another wyff. 260 
The preeft was com therwythallfortodo hir rightit; 
Fawnus toke his leve, and all the othir kny^tis, 
Hsr kyndridaod frendis kifled hir echone : 
t is no nedc to axe whcr ther was dole or noon. 
Vgea cail her ey up, and lokid all aboute, 265 

kud wold have kiflid Bcryn, but then wat he wych- 
leying to the hazard^ashe waswont to doon,[oate| 
r as fone as he had etc he wold ren out anoon ; 
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x%.iiu uau aimoiuiou u, ngntas 
And fwore tmd ftarid as he ws 

the game. ' 
The damldl feyd to Beryn, Sir 
For but ye hygh bty ve that yee 
Yeur tnothirwoll be dede ; ihe 
Yf ye wol fpeke wyth her yee n 
Who bad (b^ lewd Kitt f Your f 
Go homcylewd viicnag, that evi 
Quod Beryae to thedamfell, and , 
And bad the devill of heU hir ih 
Hail thow ought elt to do but h 
Now by God io hevin, by Petei 
Quoth Beryo in grete angir, an 

bell. 
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And loft wyth that fame caft al was leyde adown, 
And ftcrt up in a wood rage, and ballid on his crown. 
And fo he did the remnaunt, as many as wold abyde ; 
Botfordredeof Fawnas his felawisgan to hyde, 196 
And nevir had wyll, ne lift, wyth Beryn for to fyght, 
Bat evir redy to pley and wyn what they myght. 
The deth of Agea fprang about the towne, 
And every man that herd the bell for her fowne 500 
fiemony*d her full fore ; (aff Beryn toke none hede, 
Batfoaghtanothirfeleihip,and^yklich^othemyede, 
To fuch manner company as ihuld nevir thry ve, 
Forfuch helovidbettirthen hismodir's lyve; [drawe» 
And evirmore it ihuld be nyght or he wold home 
For of his fadir in certeyn he had no manner awe ; 
For evir in his yowith he had al his wyll, 30 7 

And was ypaOTid chaflifing but men wold hym kylL 
Fawnus for Agea, as it was well fitting. 
Made grcte ordenaunce for hir burying, 310 

Of prelatis and of preeftis, and of al othir thyng. 
As thoughe (he had be a wyff of a worthy king 
It myght nat have be mcndit; fuch was hisgentilnes, 
For at hir enteryng was many a worthy mefTe. 
For four weeks full, or he did her Intcre, 3 XS 

She ley in lede wythyn hishouCe ; but Beryn cam not 
Namclich into the place where his modir ley, [there, 
Ne onp wold he a Pater nofter for hir foule fey : 
His thought was all in unthryft, lechery, and dyfe. 
And (Jrawyng all to foJy, for Yo-wlth u rccbU* "J^V* 
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This mowc we know vcrcly by e 
That Yerdm»kitb vertu andbenevl 
In cbildbodefor togmoe^ as provicl 
A plant whils it is grene, or it have 
A man may wyth hit fyngers ply 
And make ther'of a ihakill, a wit 
But let the plant ftond, and yeris 
Men (bull not wyth both his bond 

■ bo we : 
No more myght Fawnas make hit 
When he ^t^ in age, to his lore < 
For every day when Bcryn rofc \m\ 
And draw hym to his feleihip as e' 
And then com home and ete, and : 

nyght : 
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All his ihrewd taichis wyth goodnes if he myght, 
And taught hym feir and foft, hut Beiyn toke it lights 
And countid at litiil pt7fe al his fadir*s tale. 349 
Fawn^s iaw it wold nat ; with colour wan and pale 
He partid from his fone, and wyth a forowfoU hert. 
I ne can write halfyndele how fore he did fmert 
The difobeying of his fone and his wyf 'is deth. 
That, as the book tellith, he wisflied that his breth 
Had ybeen above the fcrkill celeftyne, 355 

So fervent was his forowe, his angir, and his pyne. 
So, ihortly to conclude, Agea was interid. 
And Fawnus livid wyfles 3 yere wer ywerid, 
Wher*of thcr was grcte fpeche for his high hoDonr; 
Tyll at laft word cam onto the Emperour 360 

That Fawnus was without wyfe, and feld was jo* 

counde, 
But moumyng for Agea that he wasto ybound, 
And lyvid as an hermyte, foule and dellitute, 
AVythout confolacioune, penfyfFoft and mute: 
Whcr'for Auguftinus, of Rome the Emperour, $6s 
Was inwardlich fory, and in grete dolour. 
Wyth that the 7 Sagts and Senatouris all 
Were aflemblid, to difcryve what ihuld ther'of fall; 
The wych feyd ihortly, For a moleilatioune 
Ther was noon othir remedy but a confolacioune ; 3 yo 
For Wbofo wer in any thing dijpicjxd9r agrevid 
Mufi by a like thing egall he remtvid. 
Aod when the Emperour knew ?J\ tYvca ^'eXtxtMSCkf* 
QuickUch ia bU my nd he had iti»!gix«WWA\^^^ 
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That Fawnu! for Agca wu in high diOrCi, 3^5 

Andmiiftycuridbewyih piffjng geotilne* 

Of fom lufly UAy. [hat of pulchritude 

Wf re excellent alnthir: fa, Ibonly to canclade. 

The Empcrourhad a lovecDforehehadawyf 

Iliac he lovid as bertlich aiiiii own Iff, jlo 

As waa as fcir a cicaturc as Tone myght bdhyne ; 

So Eicellent of bewte that the myghl be Oiryne 

To nil (iihir wymnicn that wer cho lyvand : 

But r^jr thf Emperour had a wyf yc Ihal wcle onder< 

Hi: cam n»c in hirccimpanycohavehisdclite; [ftond 

Fnr Criflcndonie and ctmrdcnce was tho more pcifita 

'Jhen it is Bow adayis, yf 1 durfi tell ! 387 

But 1 wol leve at thistyme. Thui Fawoui alio fwcll 

Wa'^ uftir Tent in hall, of rcknotobeeutyd; 

.So what fnr drcde anil ulUs they iverbothcnfuryd 390 

III prtfence of the Emperour, fo Fawnu* myghl oat 

It was thcEmperoura wyll, icmyglit noonotlurb«. 
So wylhin a tyme Agea was forgete, 
For Fawnuithoupht litillon thathchirbehightl 
Fur 7.5 ihe 7 Sa^i^ hnd afore dedarid 3JJ 

It cjii! :ill to purpnii for Fawnun titil carid 
For .■ny thing at all fave his wyff to plrfe, 
Thit Ramf vnt yclfpid ; for reft nethicefe 
Fiwniisnevir had butof herprefence: 
Hiiwashi-hertonbctyrcCthathecoudnodefcDce, 400 
i^PttWr'iiorcbfwythliir,ana&Me<m\\KViSssGt. 
TJidi t/if moil pare of RoomVeWit toi 4(A»V> 
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And Ind mach martell of hit sariauncc i 
But Wlatis Aal ftrlam camat fat in etaaaf 404 
For ther n'u man on !y»e on woman more bedotid ■ 
Then Pannu* «» in RiMie, nc hjlf lb Biuch yfotid. 
Vftb thM Rmm hid knewUch Ihu Favrnna wu 

yfmyt 
Wyth the dirt of Lore : jet mowc rjght wek it wyt 
Thai all that evir Ihe coad call or yihy nek 
Wuallaf^eyD B^niw,forBiai)yafotiUwT<iicli 4TO 
She thought and wrought day by day, a> meny we* 

TyU ihcj have of their deSre the full conclufioDiie : 
Per the nare that Fawnui of Rime did ir.'de 
The mofc dingeroiit waa Ramc and of chere fade. 
And kept wek hir purpofe Qndir rovirrure : 415 
She was the l3« to blame ; it grew of oaiuro. [alle 
But though that Rame nro light fd, God forbede that 
Wer ofthat cabdiclnunF. Vet touch no man thegall. 
It is myplein counfell, but doith as othir doith ; 
I'ahe year part aa it comilh of roughe uxi eke of 
fnooths. 410 

Tit Doritur, wit asd gentilnei, refon and perGtc 

Dotll allitiefe worthy women toworchagenytkynde. 
That diM)^ they be agrcTJd they fuffir and endure, 
Asd jiaffich oiir for the bcft, and folowith nothing 
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For and he pley fo long half c 
Wold fcarfly fuffife hymfelf o 
And n*ere yee wokl be grevid 
He fhuld aftir this dey be dot 
£ut he wold kepe them bettix 
Now gentill wy£f, gramcy of 
I thynk wel the more that I fc 
For towchyog my grevaunce, 
Treulieh that grevaunde is for 
Let hym aloon, I prey yew, an* 
Jtot in fuch lofery he hath loft 
The devil hym.fpede that red 
And he ufe it hereaftir as he h 
£tryn arofe a morowe/and cr: 
And axid aftir clothis, but it w 
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He went into the chambir ther his fone ley. 
And (et hym down in a chair, and th us he gan to fey : 
My gentil (one Beryn, now feir I wol yc teche ; 
Rew oppon thy felf, and be thyne own Icche. 510 
Manhode is ycom now, myne own dcrc fone, 
It is tyme thow be aweyilyd of «.hyn old wone : 
And thow art zo wynters,and naught hafl of ciodryne; 
Yit woldift thow draw to perfite the worlhip wold be 

thyne. 
To noritor and goodihip, and al honeft thing, 515 
Thcr myght com to myn hert no more glad tyding. 
I^ic now al thy foly and thy rebawdry. 
As tablis and merveliis, and the hazardry, 
And draw the to the company of hoiiefl men andgood. 
Els leve thow me as wele as Criilc died on tbe rode ; 
Vn4 for al menkynd his ghoft pas lotc, 5 ax 

liow {halt for pie herafcir ftond on thyn own fete, 
ir 1 woil no longir fuffir this aray 
9 clothe the al new eche othir dey. [draw, 

thow wolt draw the to wit, and rebawdry with- 
fnch good as Gkxl haiK fent yn part have fhalt thow : 
i yf thow wolt hat, my fone, do as I the tell, 
ne ihait thow naught have, tiuft me right well, 
lyft thow wyth thy dife-pleying hold myn ho- 
Doure 
my deth dcy ? Then Beryn gan to loore, 530 
eide, Is this a fcrmon or a prechcnient ? 
Te nat wont hcno ; how is this y went ? , 

'^r ri, yt 



JOcntoictic i xttijii f •««*»<«»«... 
And fet you into ire, to mak 
But I know wele inough wh 
Trewlich of ycnr own wyfe 
Com oppon hir body that fa 
For trewlich, fadir, ycc dot 
Alas that ev'tr a manjhutd, tha 
Set all bis ivyfJom on bis tvyv^ 
Yee lovith hir fo much (he \ 
And I may curs the tymc th 
For now 1 am in certen I ha 
They been flirewis, fom thei 
Vel Fikil Flaptail, fuch oon 
For all my pleying at dife y 
Yee have yloft ycur name. 
<.fx Hftf*. vi» on hir. and levit 
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'*«. Beryn ga„ to th,„t if ' ' »""d- 
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I fhall know and fele that vny 
Alas! I fmote the meiTangen 
Alas! I am right pore ; alai^l l 
Alas ! I fclept to faft, tyl foro^ 
Alas! I hungir lore ; alas ! for 
For eche nian me feith hath r 
This was all his mirth to the 
That of hie modir Agea he to 
When Bcryn was within the < 
As Tone as he faw the tomb w] 
His colour gan to chaunge int 
Alas, gentil modir ! fo kynd ) 
It is no mervell for thy deth t 
But therewythal the forowe £ 
That fodenly he fil down ftao 
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So at lad when Beryn a litlll wakid were 
He trampelid fiaft with his fete, and al to tare his ere 
And his vifage both, right as a wodeman, 
With many a bitir tere that from his eyen ran, 620 
And fighid many a fore Hgh, and had much hevynes. 
And eYirmore he curfid his grete unkyndnes 
To foreyit his modir whils flie was alyve, 
Andlenyd to hir tombe opon his tore fclyve, 
And wisfliid a thowfand fithis he had ybe hir by, 6%$ 
And beheld hir tombe with a petouf<^ eye. [of nought^ 
Now, glorious God! quod Beryn, that al thing madiil 
Hevenanderth, man andbefle, fith I am myfwrought 
Of yewe I axe mercy, focour, and help, and grace, 
For my myfdcde and foiy, unthryffe and trefpafe : 630 
Set my forowe and peyn fomwhat in mefure 
Fro difpeir and myfcheffas I may endure. 
I^ord of all lordis ! though Fortune be my foo 
Yit is thy myght above to turn hym to and fro. 
Firil my modirs lyfe Fortune hath me berevid, ()25 
And iith my fadirs love, and nakid alfo me levid. 
What may he do more ? Yis, take awey my lyfe; 
But for that wer myn efe, and end of al ftryfe, 
Ther'for he doith me ly ve for my wers I fey. 
That I (huld evirmore ly ve and nevir for to dey. 640 
Now leve 1 Beryn with his modir tyl I com aye, 
And woi return me to Rame, that of hir fotilte 
Bethoughte hir al aboute, when Beryn was agoon 
That it Ihuld be wittid hir, whcrHoi ftvt ^woviti ^\v 



J — 



For I am his ftepmoun 
The violence, the wrath, the angir, anc 
That is betweoe yew both, it wol be v 
WherTor I prey you hertly doith hym 
Kay,bytrowith,quod Fawnus,forme t 
Sithe he of my wordis fo litil prife fet 
As litil (hall I charge his eftate alfo : 
Sorowe have that rechith though he m 
For every man knowith that he is nat 
Wher*for may be fuppoiid his pleying 
Is caufe of his aray, and nothyng yee, 
Yes, iwi?, quod Rame, the talc well ? 
Of me and of noon othir, I know rig 
Wher'for I prey you, gentil Sir, an<? 
That he wer yfet horn, and that in f 
^* «orevn with feimer 
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From o (Irete to anothir, enqaeryng to and fro 
Aftir Beryn in every plafe wher he was wont to go, 
Seching cviry halk howris too or thrc, 675 

With hazardours, and othxr fuch, ther as he was wont 

to be, 
And fond hym nat ther ; but to chirch went echone^ 
And at dorr they ilode a while and herd Beryn made 

hismone: 
They herd all his compleynt, that petoufe was to here. 
Fawnus into the chirch pryvelych gan pire, 680 
But al fo fone as he beheld wher Agea lay 
His teris ran down be his chekis, and thus he gap to 
A, Agea ! myn old love, and my new alfo ! [fey : 
Alas, that evir our hertis ihuld depart atoo ! 
For in your gracioufe dayis of hcrt'is trobilnes 685 
I had nevir knowlech, but of all gladnes ; 
Remembryng in his hcrt, and evir gan renewe 
The goodoes betwene them both, and hir hert trewe. 
And drew hym ner to Beryn with an hevy mode. 
But as fone as Beryn knew and ondirflode t^ 

That it was his fadir he wold no longir abide. 
But anoon he voidit by the todir fide, [fought 

And Fawnus hym encountrid, and feyd. We have the 
Through the town, my gentil fone, and ther*for void 

the nought. 
Though I feyd a word or two, as me thought for the 
the beft 695 

For thyne erudicioune, to dra^ \htoiiV^V|V^Vsk^<^ 



1 
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For welc I woot lor u.^ .. 

AUb thou baft gretc forowe, but onys 

more: 
And ther*for, fonc, on my blcffing to J>i 
Drawe the nowe h^aftir to honeft m; 
ho ther is clothing for yewe, and yeu 
Wyth barneys all freihe new ; and if y< 
I (hall yit or eve that bergeyn undirc; 
That the Emperour for my love a 1 
And what that evirye nede anoon it 
For whiUtha: I have eny thing ye (ha 
Graunt mercy ^ quod Beryn with a 
Of yeur worihipfull profir that ye 
Butordirofknyghthodetotakeisn; 
And fith yeur will is for to do fonr 
*•« %r,. love wele. anc 




nnrd me from dey to icy, but ye wold iply 71J 
mwhit Cohirputpofeand ifiir hiryewguy; 
e wold wei To ovlrLwart acd of fr> liiher neb, 
id cvir tour uadir her hood a redy for to foxbtf ; 
e wold be fhorcyng of yeur lyfe, aod tbat ddire I 

naught: 
hn'for to plefe all aboot, my purpofe and mr 

thonght 730 

for to be a Mvchaaute.uid lere myue heritage, 
ndrelefe il fbre*ic, for SbjppiaSyte ofllage 
ill of ■narchauDdifcthe beft of all thii loodc: 
idyf ye wol fo, fadir, quyk let mikc the bondt. 
warn wa> right well apayd that ilk wold outftert, 
t yic hefeyd [o Bcryn, ImervellinniynfaeTt 736 
her haddin thDUthucounlailetolevetliyne hoDoor, 
id lyve in grctf aTenture and in grete labour; 
]d rid fo forth talkyng a Toft cfy pafe 
nnward to hit plafe chcr that Rame wa). 74a 

od ai fone as Favnui wai ylight adown, 
idhighid (ail to his wyfe, and with hir (ran Co rawn, 
id told hir all [he purpotc, aadniade FiwoDidiere, 
e did hymnathalflbmuchthetyinefhe was his fere. 
e huUid hym, and mollid hym, and coke byin about 

the nekk, 745 

id vent low for tlic kite, and made many a bekk ; 
idfeyd, Sir, by yeur fpech now right well I here 
lat yf ye lilt ye mowe do thiog that I in 



I'i 






vv. 



■ ' ■ '■•J 



Hcrtlich hir bracya, aim ic^r v. , . .- 

1 fuyr yew my trowith that ony» o: 

That I fhall do my dpvoir without 

For to plefe your hcrt fullich in all 

Graunt mercy ! myn own fovcrcn 

And made protcftatiounc that fhe 

AU the dayis of hir lyfe he to hyn 

As cvir woman was to man, as fei 

And wit hir wold ferve, and mad 

Fawnos hood no longir, hut forth 

A ! precious God in hevcn, Kyng 

So plcntivoufc this world is of in 

H'by is toyfyfridtbat tr<nviib U bf 

JVytb trcchcry andfaljhede in f eld a 

But now to FawnuB and his entei 

-, . < 1 r^r»kvt-Yiphnnd:hu 
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And yf that I were dede whils thow wer oote 7 75 
L>oadand rent, and all my good, have thou no doute. 
It wold be plukkid from the ; thy part wold be leil : 
And alfo ferthermore, 1 make oon beheeft, 
That I trowe my moblis wol nat fuffife 
7*0 charge fy ve fhippis ful of marchandife 780 

But yf 1 leyd in mortgage my lond and eke my rent» 
And^at i leve be nat thy wyll ne thyn entent : 
Yit ncthirles yf thy hert be fo inly fet 
For to be a Marchaunt, for nothing woil I let 
That I n*yl do thy plefaunce as ferforth as I mey 785 
To go ryght nygh myn own eftate, but le vir I had nay. 
Their wordis ne their dedis, ne matters them betwene, 
I wol nat tary now ther'on my perchemen to fpene i 
Bat fynallich, to the end of their accordement, 
Fawnus had fo goon about, yturned and y went, 790 
That he had brought his fone tofore the Empcrour, 
To relefe his heritage and al his honour. 
That he fhuld have aftir his dey, for ihippis fyve, and 
Y led of marchauudife of lyonyn and of wool, [full 
And of othir thingis that wer yufid tho. ^9/ 

Engrolid was the covenaunt betwene them to 
Yn prefence of the Emperour, in opyn and no rown, 
Tofore the gretift Cenators and elded of the town. 
So when the relefe felid was with a fydebonde 
They wer ylcyd both in a mecn honde 800 

Into the tyme that Bcryn fulUch fcfid were 
In the fyve fhippis that I yew told ere. 



4 



Ala* ! this jals 'world ^fo Jul of trecbtry! 
In ivhomfiuU the /one Lave truji amdfeitbJUh 
Jfhtsfadirfaylidbym ? ^vbether mygbt be go 
For to/ynd aj'kir frend that he tfiygbt tritfi to ^ 
So when thefe j fhippis wer ray id and dig] 
Fawous and his fone to the Emperour ful i 
They went, and many a grete man for the 
To fee both in prfTcflioune, as their coven 
Beryn firft was fefid in the fhippis fyve. 
And Fawnus had the reU'fe, and bare it to 
And eche held them payde, and Rame be 
For ihe had conqucrd thing that caufid m 
Now lere I Fawnysand his w y ff,and of the g 
Of Beryn ( wol fpeke, and alfo of his chai 
"When lodifmen and maryncrisin al thinj 
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tkre diyis taceflantly the derkaes among them 



at BO fiiipp myght fe othir ; wherfor fail oft Alas ! 
Vf feyd, and to the high God they made their 

pre^'crc, *" 

at he wold of his ^^ce them ii^^rem and Aere 
that their lyvis myght yfavid be, 83 ? 

rihey were deen ia difpeyr, becaufe they myght 

Aat-fe 
jC loder, whcrby thefe fhipmen ther coiirstolce ech- 
at Ufl, the ferth dey , makinj^ thus hir mone, [ooe, 
le dey gan ciere; and then fuch wynd arofc 
lat blew their (hippts elfwhcrethen wastlieir firft 

pvrpofe. •840 

le tcmpeft was fo htige and fo ftmng alfo, 
lat wele was hym that coude bynde or ondo 
ly rope within the fliipp tltac loti^rit to the craft ; - 
'cry man ihewid his oounyrg to forethc fliipp ami 

bafft. J^fbre, 

le wynd a woolc the tee to bratl, it blew fo grefly 
lat Bcryo and all hisconipaiiy of fynnyslasand mere 
:he man round about fliroffhymfclf to othir, [thir ; 
adpHt in Godd*is ^owemaonce lyf, fliipp, and (tro- 
ir ther was Ihippis meync, for owgh t they coud hale, 
tut myght abate of rhe (hipp the thikncR of a fcale : 
le wedir was fo fervent of wytid and eke of tht-ndir 
iat every ibipp from othir was bio we of fight a- 
fondir. 
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For it is but jrace of God yt 
A niaryncr anoon wyth that 
Styt^il into the tup cattcli, an 

glad : 
Sir, he fcith, beth mcry ; yei 
Salt" and found fuilinj^s.as yc 
And ckc, Sir, fcrtlierniore, 1 
Let draw our corsf'>ward,th 

r It iTt dbeOod ! quod Bcryn,! 
Vv e havf no ncde to doot w« 
Fur there n'ys wyihin our ft 

tionnc, 
I'Jutal few muTchaundifc; ' 
St '.re onys into the coll is as 
When our ihippis be ycom, t 
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Hiat'lmyfdfalooBWatkirftothetbwiiei v- ' 87ft 
And here . and*, fe -both 'her iuid th«rd| ifi{>witrd and 
And enquert fvUieh olxhfAt (rovetfidtmce* {downe* 
What fef yi Sir* ?:woIi ye fern to cfiis crdenaunce ? 
All they accordk-^eli th^rtb and held it for the bcft^ 
For tbiM y£it feb pn>firahill we mowe abkle and relt, • 
Atid yf it he otinrwife the mthir (haii we g;^ > ' 
For aftir that the fpede we woll work and d»« '8 8j$ 
But tiewe-tttowe ye her rfght a wondir thing i 
In all the world Wyd& fo fals of their iyt^<6g « ■ 
Wm bo pepiU-undir (one, ne none fo diHeyvftbiill^ . ' 
As was the pepill of this town, ne mott uoftabill, 
And had iicurfed ufa^e of fatiU ymagirr'acioune;.89tk 
That yf fi> wer the ibippts of any flraungc riacioune-'. 
Were com into the port, annon they "Vtroid theoi hidift 
Withip their own howiin, and no man gone ryue 
In no ftrete of atle the town ; afcaunce th'dt- thty w6k 
UwdOf • * [(hrcwdej 

And coud no {kill of marchandife, a flcrll it was a 
As ye'ihuU here afitr of their wrongr amd falflbede; 
hat yit it fill, as worthy was, oppon theirowd hed€. 
Beryn araydhym fresihly, is to a Marchand longith^ 
And fet hym on a palfrey wel be fey and hoiigit;. ' 
And a page rennyng by his hors fete : yc o 

He code endlnngthe ttyvtirn^ hut no mancoud he meet^ 
The donrys wer yclofid in both too fidis, > 

Wherof hehad ^lervefl: yet fcrtherhiore he ridii,/ 



inerm ^.. . 

Of all th« town tKroughout, aiii«. .... 
With crechery and gil«y ae doith fom freri 
Right £> muft he part nvith hw cemperis. 
Bcryn Ught down o»hi« horA, and iDward| 
And fond the good man of the houfe pleyi 
"U'lth faMneyghbour, as trewe as he, that d 

fail by. 
But as fboe Mihk bnrgeyfe on Beryn caft 
Sodenly he flert up, and put the chefs by 
Aiid toke Beryn by the hond, and feyd ' 

tho; 
Benrdidtif what manere wyod hatii y 
Now wold to God I had wherof, or coi 

chere L 
^»r lie (hull lowe my^od wyJ^, and ta 

~-nr,a iitfliv ^ka* « 
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Lord God! feyd this bargfcyfc, I thank this ilk dey 
That I Ihuld fee yew hole nnd iburid here in tny con« 

tray; 
And yf yelirtto tell the caufe of yewf comyng:, 930 
And yf he have nede to any manerc thin^. 
And it be in my power, and tlxxi^he I fliiild if fcchj^ 
It ihuld pro riffht wnnider ftrtye, I fey ycvf fikerlich> 
But y«e it hid iff ha(ttf,ther with yew ftlefe, 9.^4 
For now I fee-yew in my houfc nry hert is i*i prete efo* 
The todir burgeyfe role hym up for to ninke nmfe, ■ 
And axid of hiR^eiaw. that lord was of the houfc, 
Whens is this worfhijffuU man ? with wordis hend 

and low, 
For it femith by ihcmanerf that ye hym ihi:!d knowe, 
And have fey hym tofore thih tyme. 1 have fcne, quod 
the todir, 94O 

V^e ywis an ic c fithif , and ri^rht a« to my brodir 
wol do hym plefaunce in al that evir I can, 
or trewUch in bin corttray he i? a woribipful man : 
)rfoth. Sir, andfor ycur love, a thoufard in this town 
old do hym worihip, and be right feyne and bown 
plelehym, and avail to havethonkof you: i^A^ 
cot wele, God them ycld, f« have they oft er nowe, 
I arofe up therwithall, and with his fclaw fpak 
ich nsanere mater that Li^lid nevirof hkk. 
hen their coun'icU was ydo this burgeyfe prcyd 
hit frre g^o 

a down be Dcr^'n, and do hym f\>ckrtajCi4tVv't.\^^ 
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And in the while I nul Tc tobitben, 
Fnrcxrjiceiilil Eicn, afurc hM awa con 
Defiriih thai hit riding bcfl be Ceifid and )nU|i;ht 
KithiiihiDh^li:ir;whttl<iii>]rlliallny Bijght)|J5 
1 wnllhaTtaDcyeikcno; utd fich pane it 77* 
Wich tonne k pipe ii bell ud moft f]»e. 
Biiyn wa*all abiOiid of hit iiKleD chcrc, 
Bui nethirl*! iht burgejrfe bt hjm (omwhil aerir 
Ai^. piefdlifBiDf kitgcBtilnihu nasie lor to letf, 
tiHcoBlrerBDdhulynuaf^: and be iBfwcr'd fkcU, 
ScTinaa I an yBiiiud,andM Rsmej'bon, 
Anit haoe ffve Ibippitef ifijra own, Ua and nore. 
Full of march all ndife, ligfiiiiK tefure the tawo ; 
BMmoch mirTatle hiTe I the good nan iifobBnn 
To ferve me and pttfe, and how it migbt be. 9M 
Sic, fcyd the bargcyre, nn merrelle it it tvne. 
For nun; a tynie and oft, I aiawt tej how laint. 
He hub he iDyevrmaixhiii-aiidailimr in Rvom 
Alio he wai ybore, yf I Be ly fioll. 970 

Yf il he fo, quod Beiyn. do merreite h it it all 
Thonghe he me have yfey. and eke hit gcntill ckcn 
Previlhiiallopynly; but behym thai boDghtmcdcrt 
I have (hn'of bo knowlech, at ! am now avyfid. , 

dlTgiCd, 975 

And hid enqucryd of the child that with Berys cam 
Fio gynnyiig to die endyng, and told blttiMfitiinimc, 



And of Ageahiioiodir. Bnd ill thing ai it wat, [cu; 
Wher-through he waiful perfiie to infwere to every 
Soentryng into the hill the butgeyifpik anooD, 9!* 
A! my gentill Beryn, >1a>! that under DoDiie 
Mync own hcrt ,\gca, ihy niodirkffaaddere! 
Now Godallbyl hir Toule, far oeiir hettir cherc 
Had I of fieod woman, nc nevii half fa good. 
BtuHiitt! a Mart-haunt comyng ovir flood! 9SJ 
Who brought yew in chia purpos, and bcch your {>■ 

dir'ihcir? 
Now by my trew confcience rjght nygh in dilpcyr 
I wax fer jcur laVe, for now frcndlefe 
Ye mowe wek fey that ye been ; bur yit for nelhirle* 
Yee mat endure fattuiie, andbcvyne^ put awey 1990 
Ther ia noon othir wifdoBi. Alfo yeurfbipinagey. 
That been ycam in favcte, ought to amend yeur mode. 
The with when we have dyoed, 1 fwere for by the 

We wol fe them trewiy within and eke without, 
And hive wyne wyth u> and drynk al about. 99J 
They let and wislh, and fed them, and had wherof 

plente; [deynie. 

Tb« burgeyfe wai a lluSid mao. ther lakkid nooQ 
So when rhey had ydined the cloih was up ytake, 
A chcle (het wai ybraught forth, but tho gan forowe 

to wake. 9W 

The Chen was all of ivnry , the meyne frcfli and new. 
t puislhid aod ypikid of 'nViite,9tu«i,a:n4k\iVK'«< • 



Beryn behcM the chelccr, it (tmeA pa0yiig^feir; 
Sir, quod th'; hutf^yfe, yc ihul fynd her a piivr 
Th»t woll mare yewtrewly in Ui chan half i myir, 
An'l wa4 yirytl ',f f-otilte Bcryn to be?ilc» fee 5 

Now in (oth, qiiofl ikryn, it myjrht wel hap nar. 
And n'er I niuir my (hi]y\n%[r cU I woMaiTay. 
What iiedf th (hat, r|uc-d the burgcyfe i trewlicb I wol 

oar {;!otr, 
They hcco n^t yir yf'^eiid rr fixid in the wofe; 
For I have (cnt thrice lici. \ t tiithir cam ic lO 

'J'o waif op|N)n their f^ovrrr'»tii-ce ; nvher'fiiriet let o 
And I flial) be the firit that ili4ii yew ataft. [game. 
The mryric wcr yfct iip, and 'jwi ro pley faft. 
Bcryn wtM the hril, rhe iVtond, and the thirds 
And ac fourth jnme' in the che) an^yd ic 15 

The hurgcyfe wz% y mat id ; but that Juft him wck ; 
And all wao df.on tohryu^ hyin yn, ftnyc fliul her fticL 
Sir, thru, (ryd ikTyn, yc WfK»t well h<»w if is, 
Mr lift no nifHe tu piry, fur ycc kn'iwr chi», 
Wher i<i noon comparifoun, of what thinjr fo it be, 
l«ufl and liLinfr btlith ther : a«» it r«mech nie loic 

iV^ myrt/i 11 nut ivnnieMiiatiill that ay n Ity ojide^ 
But it rtk^nndf thf lothir ; whcrfur tynie if to ryde; 
And a» niany th«tikii» ati I can or may 
Of my (|Hirr athX chrre, and aUo of yt;ur pley. If; 15 
Nay iwi«, iM'ntili d«Tyn, I wiKit ye wol nat go. 
For norimr wol it iiat for to part fo, 
Ao'i rkc my cou'liciounc; but I ley fomthing 
/* no inure tit 4;lc y then who lo ftvuV^c ii x^w-^^ ic • 




ThernonuD Uwyihyo the ryngjm; in lufwcrc; 
To IhelC 1 frtliirlei hall altnoll at good mc were ; 
ButandfewofJihl-ntnganicfainmanlriraf^rlegf, 
And In the irowirh nn bulb Edit be morgajie ind 
Thatwholbbe ymMid grtuai indaflcnE fyplcgg, 
I'u do the lodiri biiMing, and whofo do tepent icjj 
Dryi.k ill the waiir that (ah ii of the kt. 
Btryn bflevid ihai he cood picy hetir than he, 
And fodinly tflentid, wich hand in hond ifliirid. 
Men that Aode bdiden, ycappid and yhorid. 
Will wrle that Bnyn Diuld ha*e the wen mei, 1040 
For the buri;ryfe wal the bed [ileyer at chc* 
Of all (he wydc maichrt, iir many a myle aboni j 
Bat that ne wy(l Beryii of. ne cift ther'ofnodnuu: 
He fet the meyne cAt ag'^yn, and (okc betir hedc 
ThenJiedidtiirore; andfohehadnede. 104J 

The burjtcyfc lake aiifenirnt long an every driDghC, 
80 wyth an hour or ton Bcryn he had ycaught 
Somwhac oppon the hipp, that Iteiyn had the weri. 
And albeit hit mynd and wyll iraiforto cira, 
Yitniun he dure hi. furtuni when he wai fn fer ygo ; 
For fVUiilbttlhiit FsrlaiunejtlviijanJtt lajt 
And namelich Duiic even in eihc lidc 
Of/ri and isnira: but Ood help down woll he glide. 
BiitnawawordofphllolnphythatfallithlDniyinynd; 
IfU laiiirJf ■'/Ibtbtgj.njng •abal/eljtalle/tbt ad 
til Ifjth < iki^ nfm Itt gaf tier Falau -uM Im tyit, 
But comynlich yowiih forgeiiib thai througbuut the 
world wyde. V^^'V 
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;ht fo be BtryD I vmj wcie icy. that cofJaillis U 
rakid, [uakiiJ 

kly to l«(e his mirchauDcliG:, and |p> hy&iicU i 
(rynUvdied in rhech£», although it nriufihtavailid 
i'htf btir{j;c\'fc in the nicuc while with uthir mencon 
laiJlid - icfi 

To fech the fergaantik io the town for thing he ha< 
So when they com were they walkidtoaiid fro :adol 
Upanddown inthehaii^as fkaiunce they knew iiuughl 
And yit of allthcf«'jrpore,wit,aodnfiynd,and thought 
Of the unrrew bur^cyfe, by his lurficngerii io6< 
They werful enformyd : whcrfor with eye, and eris 
They by awaictuMdug;gidly Bcryn LoareU, [and bcf 
Forthcr'fo rthey wer afrtr fent, and wis their charg 
l.ordlhowihi'idofLlylombainon^^ijlviaweldtio 
And fcdpc iiuyliaroiyd ? it hath hecn fcy^ feUL 
K':pc rhy cut n</w, Ucryn. for tkow ait in the caf 
1 hi* hail wah full of j^epiil, the ferjaiintis ihcwidt 
BitrvQ kdif uphishcdcuudwasfu) f<^e amayrd, [r 
I'or then hi: w.is iu certcn the burgeyfe had hy 

traydc. 
Draw on , fcyd the burge y fe ; Beryn , ye have th 
And every nun to othir the; covcuiiunt gao n 
The burgeyH, whiUthitt Hcryn wa*-inh»'vyt 
The next draught aitir he toke a rck^k-for ni 
Beivn fwit for angir, and wa^ in hevy pligl 
Aiid drcdc fuU fore iu hert *, for wele he w 




Tilt ME t chart's SEC(XV0.T.ALC, &)V« X^t 

He fitiiki nat efcape, and was in high diArefi ; 
Ahd pryvelich in hid htrt that evir he faw the ches 
He curfid the day and tyme : hurt whftt ayaylid that^ 
For wde he Tiift then that he ihaUl be raatb : . icSj 
He ^an to chaunge his colour both pale and wan. 
The huvfrcyftiftith ; Corny thnere, ye ihnl fc4Ju9 man 
How he ihuil be mat id with what man me lift'. 
He drouffheand ieydj Chek mate.The.ferjaUntis.wer 

full prcft^ 
And feiid Bcryn by the fcleve,.aDd feyd, Sin, wbaC 

think ye for to do, X090. 

Quod Beryn to the ierpuntis, that ye me hondith fo f 
Or what have -I ofi'endic f or what have I feide? 
Trcwlich^quodtheferjaumis it vaylith natte breyde I 
Vyth us ye muft a .while wher ye wol or no' < . 
Toforethefteward of thintown i ary fe,aodtra»afldgo; 
And ther it (hal be openyd how wifely thow haft 
• wrought: . 1096 

This is the end of oiir tale, make it nevir fo tovght* 
Sirs, farith feir, ye have no nede to hale. 
Pah forth,quod the fcrjauntis, we wol nat her thy Cale« 
Yin, Sirs, of ycur curtefy I prey yew of o word: lico 
Although my gent ill hooft hath pleyed with me in 
And ywon a wager, ye have naught to doon : [borde, 
Thatisltf tween hy mand me; yehave nothyng todoon. 
The hooil made an hidoufecr)', in gefolreutthehaut| 
And fct his hand in kenebowe, helakkidnevirafaute. 
M^'eynflthoWyfeidheto Bcryn,fortofcurDeme ? I ic6 
What CMir thow fpeke, or Ilroute, ceitL&i(.v«^^ax.^<^« 




I9l TBI U 

OtmeIhiltthcnvh>Tcnowrong:pufoithibctii'paIet 
In prdenccof ourflcward I wnll u[l myxafe. - 
Why, hooll, Ccy jee thijin ernelloringune ? tlio 
Te knowniy cuodiy, and nyinoilu. my lyonage. 

And that y« faavcyfrydmcXCthon rhudcy. 
Yc, whai though [ fcyd fo ! I know wcle it is nay : 
Thcr Ijith no more iber'ta. But anoihir [ymc III4 
Leve mcfomuch llic Iciwhcn thowcoincllby me; 
F(ir>UtIiUe<rir Keydwai tobryn^theincare, 
^odJiowl havemypurpufolwollnothyngthefiwre. 
Thu) janglyng to ech othir, etidcoting eiery pajic, 
Thcyentrid bu(h into ihc hill thertliclUnacdwaa: 
Evandir wat hie namt, (h:it (olill nas, ind fo fell. 
He mud (k well tiifii lufurc liym IhuU tell. 1 1 it 
Anothirburgtyrewyilihyni waiiprovoftolthccete, 
Thu Haoybiatdwaiyclepid, butoffulilte 
He [lalEd man) analhir, a> yt fhul hrte fone. 
Berynuthoo&KAntotcUalihyagoicvaadnon iiij 
FrngyniryDgtallieendyDg.tbcn'Otditwyththtdcde, 
And howthi-y ma^ their cuvcnavul, and wager how 
they Icyd. (tale. 

Now lieryii, quod the (Itwarii, ihow haft yberd thit 
H'lwaDdinwhatniauereihouait ybrnuglitinbale; 
'I'how muft dr> hii bytltlyiig, thow nuift yn no wyfe 
Or diynk all the walli that Uh i< in tb« fee : [Bee, 
Ofcheft too ttiingu thow muA chcfe the ruon ; 
New be well avyfid, aod fey tby will uioon. 




Ml IHIGIUMt'i ■ICMIBTAlt, We, Ift 

: AdU tut tictpe, anil ww in hi([h diftrcri; 

id prir*elieli in hiahcit i)ibE eiirhefaw ihcdici 
icudidtht day and lymc. bin whu iy»y[idib*ti 
(.Mdehewilt thcnlbsthelhaldbcniitti. icSj 
; gait to cliaunge his colour botj) pale and wan. 
ic btiijtcTfereiih ; Cnmyth ncre, ^rc Aial tctha man 
>w he OuiU be rnatid wiih what man me lifl; 
; drouftheand fi^d, Cbek mate. The le>iulncii.wct 

full prcD. 
id JiHid Bciyo bf the fcle*c,.iiid Ctyi, Sin,whM 

think ft for to do, 1090 

lod Beryn to ihe lirjaunlii. that je mc hondithfaj 
what havc'l oBendii: Dmhalhave Ifcide? 
ewKch.quotltheictjaumiii, icvajliihuatcobrcydi] 
)rfh uiyc mall awJiile wherTewol orno 
forethcAtwaidofthistowDinyfEiaDdtriitigdgo; 
id thcr it Ikal be opeayd bow wiTclj thow ball 

wrought; . icj6 

iaisthe end af our tale, make it ncTitfotought. 
«, farich fcir, ye have no nede to hale. 
• rorth.quod the ferjauntia, we wal oat her thy tale. 
I, Sir4, tifycurcurtffy [|iTey ycwofaword: I tco 
houch my griitill hooll bath jileycd with me in 
d ynoo a wa(>i:r. ye baie naught to doon : [borde, 
atiibetwetiib^mandmeiyehavenot hyng todoon. 
e linoll tnadcanhidDiirecry,iDgcIblrcutlhehaut, 
druthithandinkenebowcheUkkidneTitafanCe. 
:ynftthiiw,r(idhitoBeryii,fortDrcuracme.' Iic6 
iatei'ir(fiowf|)eke,or[lto«W,«y;uw.wai.T>aJ.'«- 



Thcr lyth oo more ther'to. But anotDir tyi 
Leve me fo much ti.c Ici* whtn thow come 
For all that evir I leyd was to brynjj the ir 
And now I haveinypurpofo Iwolinothynj 
Thus janglyn^ to ech othir, cndcnting ev< 
They entrid both into the hall thcr the ftc 
Evandir 'wai- liis name, that fotill was, am 
He muH: be wlII avifeu t«>furc hym (huld 
Anorhir burgtylc wytii hym wa%provoft 
TliaC KaiivDaid was yclepid, but of fotilt 
He pafHd n:;\n) anothir, as ye ihul here f 
Berynus hoofl ^an to tell u\ thyngas it was 
Fro gynii yni» to the cndy ijg,the wordis w^ 
Andhovvih- y niade their covenauut,ai:d 
tluy ley J. 




TIk >IICaAWr'l UCONO TALI.b'f. I9i 

t)UiIiBbarg(!;nydariio,iiidlejdtluii: Berjo, 
litod, [to end 

Durchaundirc ii feir ind good, nair let Di nuke 
lill 1 1 can Of more ; yce knnwith bow it ii. fmyt, 
.oTEhorc let luk ihem yo, mcthinkitb 1 fej nic 
ieo f cur mryoc and yc, and I, to mj boiIefluJl 

if tbc march landi re iriwlwnlmlpaittlieTftoi 
iv/thebcBnfihit ye find there ttgt 

agbuuiiheJanKhaure,iher(b«l!noinin yendere, 
iberwith (ball yrnr (bippii be fillid all fyte : 
(sf niibctii i yf ye lift lotlryre 
bargeyn la the end counrellith with year men | 
' DU lnn)( tiiry, I mult nrdin hen. 1196 

> clepid bit meyne cDDofctl for to like t 
icGHl moeinune w» of the woo utd irrake, 
■11 the tribulacioune, for pleying M chrt, 
he had; every dele hinnisnie and bit doiei IK9 
ojat ID poynt. and how H llodc, he told haw it 

hcD be iiid counfaill what belt wu in the cafe, 
lauDfce with ihe borgeyfe or eb for to lere ? 
man feyd hit airife ; but al that ihejr did mere 
rto Joogalilcfortotell it here: IIOJ 

rmlly, at cud, they rordit si in (ere 
the chaDngelbald (land, for « tbe «fe wai fall 
held it clerely for the befl,uidweDt forth wyth- 
■II 

ins 



to Hanybald'isiplafe. 
} fotlll Eallacd 12 (O 
tr, andhigbeft trechery, 
t hymfelf to' this com- 

cfe» as thy covoMaant iK 
on, and fond amys; 
ly man might fe 1 115 
ml tynibir made of tre ; 
all thing thatwa» there; 
w men away it here. . . 
• that ful was ther'tcrfor« 
thought he, I am lore, 
th well his hert 121C 
itward gan he flert 
rte both his Upplsy 

hiRnwR (bippiat.. 
hal that evir he mygbt^ 

aii hym thought verrey 
[I, for 3CC men, [right. 
j:e the good then, [tofo/c 
nny bald, that pryvelich 
iheoutyborc;- 1130 
r mygh t no man hym let ; 
eh, and "with Bcr3rnmct; 
I knowift well and' fyse. 
. the good is mync. 1 234 
? lUow haft ther nowght 
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For yit fsw I nerir man that was of thy maoere ; 
Somccyme thou wolt avaunte, and fome tyme arcre : 
Nowthow woltr«nd now thow n*olt. Wher ihul med 

the fynd ? 
Kow fey oon, and ilth anothir. So Tariant of mynd 
Saw I oevh* tofore this dey man fo Tariabtll. I14I 
•Sith I the fynd in fuch plyte, our bargcn fortofiabill. 
We woll tofore the fteward, ther we both fliull have 
May,forfoth,quodBeryn. YistreuUch the tite, [right. 
Qood Hanybald, wher thou wolt or no ; and fo I the 

charge 1145 

Asprovoft : know that yfmelift my warant isfolarge, 
And thow make any diffence, to bynym thy lyfTe. 
Take thyn hors; it gaynyth nat for to make UtrySe* 
So wyth forowfull hert Beryn tokc his hors, 1 249 
And fofcly feyd to his men. Of roe^quod he, nofortf, 
Bot wend to yeur (hippis ; I wol com when I may ; 
Ye feth well everichone I may no bet awey. 
Now here by this fame Tale both fre and bond 
Mow fele in their wittis ; and eke ondirftonde 
That JLitill vaiiitb rvypfom or els gamemaunce l^SS 

Tber Fwiitne evir fjoerritb^ and eke Hap and Cbaunce: 
Or vfbat availetb bfunte, bevfity »r ricbesy 
Premdfiipy orfotilte^ or eh bardines^ 
Coid^ gobdy or cateli^ «e|^/, or bjiyttagej > 
ZtOad, or lordis/ervicej or eh bigb peerage f 1 260 

Wbat may all thh avayle tber Fortune it a/00 ? 
T wh right iittll, or nevir a deU : full oft »t JalUlV Jn% 




So, ibortly to pu o*it, they Gil tn f>ch in ni 
That Bcryn flinld haw dtyagcjrn ■ inoroitViind (b t« 
He Stt hytn in fnlpnTpafe to hiilluppii.w3rd i [mod 
But yit at he cam thei he fond the pifligg hard ; 
F*r how be wu begilcd thnitghaac alt the lowne 
I'her and thcr a coupill fin to fpcke sod to muoei 
And evtry niiohi4pDrpofe waito hitepane [wt. 
With fainiea. and with rotiltm ; they coudDooD othir 
Beryn rode (orth in hii wey, his pigc ran hym by, 
Futlforeadredinhcn, andc!ifl.abcDl hit eye lt^t 
Up and down, even tonglheltrcte, and forangirfwrt, 
And er he had riden a ftonc'i ciH a blynd man wiik 

him met. 
And fjnk no word, bni fcGd hym Fall by the lip. 
Anil cried out andbirowc.andperehymgiD tofUpi 
All fatnought.qnod (hi> blynd ; what i wenyft ibow 
' for [« Arspc i [be jap*. 

ncryn hid thoaght to piik forth, and chongiit it had 
The Uynd man call awcy hit fialT, and fat on both 

fail hondia; [lundia, 

Nay, thow (halt nat void, quod he, for all thy rich 
1'ylllof(heba>«relon, lawe, indekerifrhie, iiSl 
i'm trewlichlmaywititchethat[ haie loft my fight. 
So for ou^ht that Bcryn cnudolhirfpekeorptey - 
He myghl in nn.nyfe pai; fulfbre he gan to nay. 
And riametich Cor the pepill throng hym fo aboM, 
Andechcman gan hylnhond,and fcyd, WilhooC doutr 



Ye muft (ifdii Bond, anri fcfi. and birfc iho la«v 



fie yc oetJr fci ^nn amiiD. Sowotd I wonfr favw. 

Mo, titans Oiikknoic ol''ihow go thow h>ll bit at 

The MTBdnsBEaydtO'&cTyii. Tdl on then, qnod tu. 
Here is Dopiaca lapUca, the hl^nd man feyd ige, 
Alfn «c bin no jugc btre of autorile; 
£n Ciandir the fleward (ball dime hoth (hsandaie. 
Wken 1 trtj tale havs told, and chaw hall mUlc ao- 
fwcre, 119J 

By that tyme mnt fltall know ho» thaw canft the 
NDw.tbvertnOod-llchanktheofthiiilkdey; [ckre. 
Then t inaypreveibi, bem^lyvc.ofword niddce 

offap 
Fall, and eke u ntre we of cnir c n au ntlhow hafl ymakid. 
But lititl ia thy chargr now fhougti ih3% 1 go nakid ' 
Thai rDmeiyniew£rpaninere,aiid rakenydA-nnir jit ; 
Sue thou (halt bare or we dejisit thec'of a litiU witt. 
For, afcireomyn fcylif;, E*ir atceende i J03 

The crowiib woll be prerid how fo men eta trtnd, 
ThuBtbeylalkidtoecbe ochirtylfhoy com iaM the 
Anil Wer ycBtridiathehallthcilhe Ox WBrdwa«.[|i1aft^ 
The blynd man Erlt gan<to fpalw : Sir SWwBiid,'lal 

Godd'israhe 
Herith meo'Iltill while, forhn-I haveytake 
He tb*t hath do me wrong mn Ik of manofBiDU; 
Bcnifhelp, a>Uwi*Dll,Futh']mttatY'^''*^'^^^V-* 




vUkxtKCBMrrSii'oaHD'TALa, Vc: icl 
'vnttT'ltfOnTnctir.^meloafc of iUhit^ cm in 
Imynd,..! . [woldfynd 

Hiimgih it urer.iUinrin dcda jdu; fach lEutCFE they 
To.beDyinaiiua hi:(|;oail thcoogihfani manti gib:; 
Fdi tbeblyiKl maauiAii^hc weio be fhuld ban ioS 

Tainaktiueplr73l[.tHifl(Tyn,andruyd>>ppoiiht>EOO<I; 
For DiijiplsainlbkefParehniiitlifciDabalaDiiccftoilet 
Thhr'iBfihe nadcliischBlenge bi' yen'far.ta hm. 
Or cli bit &aU/<r thaiH' ff ne y r be woM rhem h»e, 
Andligg finrihenriniinftiijf lyll iht fynaunce cam I 
Thl»,w«.»i! thef-Mlilfo (rffht Llynri rtian. 134* 

Beiyn ftode alLmuet, anil ini.wnidbefpk. 
Bctyn, qti^d Ettnderrlefi thaw be ytahe 
la defame ufanJwFrelhnuiuyghilit be cOndtnipiiTd, 
Berighi treieav^Gil, riilithcu artenamenyd. 13j« 
Sir, Hryd B.«yn, JL Wuld liiliUrriile 
Tuanfwere ihuialoon niihoDr good counfaill: 
Andalfn fi-TilieEiiuire, full' litill r fhaldfaa Icvid, 
Whalerir.i aofwectli tho-. ftonyd and rtprerid; 
Ani[ekrmy;i«itdaithfulleiandDci wondiris; tjss 
Wher'fiir. I. wold ptey yow, of ycwr p;ntilne«, 
TDjcrauM me dey lyll b' morowe I r^ig^ll be aiyfii 
To anfivtre forth, wyrfiotiiii- thai oome hem formy- 
Di.'pi^ideitiiqii<>ddKil£wai(l,lKrauat'welitbe(o.[Qd. 
ncryncihcfaiLl<!iia..tadJiupid.to pas and go : I3M 
fiutu taneaa.Berya.vnnun ha huis ■'ydinj; 
Ha met.a wDmu] ^ Bchildwftb bddiKceccMn.'^wt% 




I'lICOKrO.TAtB, (A 

Thil tnkchjmbfihe teyii,a<i4 hdd hy ot wmdir&ltf 
And did, Sir, viiidlth nuyit, milichoat lolulUi 
Ve niDVria no wyCe fcape; ye ninll nedu tbjrde; 
Fur [houKh yt lill Co know me nu, y iClita by ycailide 
I hue ful many a Cyiiie, t can nat tell yetr Ionic. 
Come tnforc cbirArwird, thet Hiall yehcreyeuidome 
OEtfaing thai I Iballput unycw.aDdoowordfbruIyi 
To leve me thus alooD it ii yeui villioy. I370 

Alai the day and tyme that evir 1 watyeornuke! 
Much have I cnduiid chik loo yeie for yeni Jake t 
Bui now .it (Hall be know who ii in [he wronge. 
Bcryn W4B all jbaDiLd, ihe p<^pill fa ihik tbroDfce 
About him inechcQde: fflroujihtlbatbe eouchpcyn 
■ Hemull lotheHevrardof fynefuriai;eyD. I376 
Nowflintlyeherehowfotillicbthiiwomanganhirtilc 
Inpterencriif the deward. Wiihcoluur wanandpale 
Pctnully Die gia to tell 1 and Tcid, Sir, to yew 
Full oft I havecompleynyditxvhacmuiereaDdhow 
Mycbild'ia fadir left mc, by myfelf aloon, ijSt 
WylhouE hetporcomforie, aagreteii I myghtKoon 
Wyth my Ion tttn and hit, that [bame it in to Cell 
The penury that I have yhad, thu afar* TcU 
I mud nedit myne aray, wher me till or Lthe, 138J 
Or elil.muft hitebcKelifortafyndaibotb; 
For there wai nerir womin [ leve, ai 1 get. 
Far lak oThede of lyietnde t hu lyiid in more diftrei 
Then Imy feUTorofttymeforUkol'meteiDddriDki 
And yii I mnriH creature wufcyoei for t» iKiake 




iXyljfltoloRene: but u 1 mut nede 13^; 

Abotc ail oUiirthingurohiichlld lake hcdc, 
ThM wondir U and merviilc thu I am J jrc ; 
For (he fukj'ng of hii ilghl ai it were a knyve 
kraauuoaif hcrtilblow I watafnode - 139J 
Ttial Weill woDE iaceitcD with percell otmjhM* 
HiichildlhaTf ynariltiid;andtliatIibyiDefecOi 
For my rede colour » tarn id mtagrtae : 
And be ibiiciBfe iioTallhefc he flondilh by tne; 
Topiy furchefoUetyDgiiiithinkithiliityinc. 1400 
And liih be ii my hufbocd, and hath oD me an rawiih. 
Let hym nuke ameii4i* in favin^ n( bn tionrUh, 
Acd yf be 10 any word onyi aa fay nay 
l.u ! hi:rc niy gage, alredy topreve all that I fey. 
The {lewarde lokc ilie gage, ir.d Tpak in litfl wyre ; 
Of thinpiionfe compleym amann'yi hen may giil«. 
For I know in pLrccll kit [a)c » nat all Irfe, 14 :t 
Foi many a time and oft this woman Ibit here » 
Hathybe toforeme, and pleynidof hir grrffc, 
Biit'wythauEapariy bircaulcniyghtiiatpteffc. 1 4 10 
Kow )h(>u are liere prdent ibat &e picayth on 
Make thy defence now, Beryn, at wele a> thow con. 
Berya flode all muill. and no word he fpuk. 
Beryn, quod ihelteward, doiHihuit rdepeor wake.' 
Scy onji oon or othir: iiitfoih ornay I415 

Atfbelialh dccbrid ? tell on faunce delay. 
Lord God 1 quod Berya. what fbuld it me ataile 
Anengh tnaaj wife, wiUioat tight good coanfiiU, 



Igranntwfjc, ,|^, 

Thew get ill: no icnptr tymcr pisrvui; . 
B^iyn tokc his L*vc ; bis hcit j^nn to f 
Tnr pun* vrtTcy anguytlh ; and non;c 
And 'who i» Chittthat n'olci end ht Viei 
For al hiHtrift and hope in vny vrnrlilliiJ 
Was clecn from hyni puiu'.!, lave foro' 
Foi body, f^ood, and catclKaudiy il, m 
So >\'as his hort ywouadlt tor a.t:gir an 
B<.Tyn palTyd fofrly, and to hii h(>r<i g 
Aiidwhenhewaswitlioiitihcgdtiblic 
And coud noon othir couuLcnaunce 

he fcyd, 
Prrcioufe God in hcvcn ! how falfr 
I rrow no man r!yvc llont in wcri* 
11 w for my fynnc, and iur iv 




Tttl^lic 



1, Es'e. 10 J 



Tbttla^oce lirbsler r^dcnethtr upne down, 1445 
TlieT been Jb many d«villiidwellj^gin thit lonn, 
Andifo ful of jrUi: and trechrrf alfo. 
That well I woot in ccrtcya thiy waU me oaio. 
Now wold 10 Odd in he»yn what ii my beft rede! 
Hitokehiihurtiohitpige, andlhuHtoh^mhclaj'd, 
t-odc my hurito.fhliiwiitd, and tike it lo fome man, 
Andl woliKODiiCDDtupiyvetyaalcan, I4j» 

As^ aOiy yC I may in eny maDere wife 
EJixpt unarrellrd muc in fuch manaec wife. 
Thechildlokchietmaiftir'short, and laflhym there 
Walkin)({anhaii faot,inakingoflhiBniiicHi ; falooo, 
Aad in Iw moll msfii];, 1 can nat fey how lame. 
He woslhid nakidishcwat borehebadbeioRootn. 
And no ucrtaill waEicaitbe:care fiode. 
Far be drad more 10 lefehii cyeo than he didhitlbip- 
pi* or hii good. 146a 

Kour yee that iilliih to dwell and here of aventure, 
tfov petimfly Danie Fortune, Biryn to itiiire, 
Turnyth hir whclc about in ihe were Gde ; [ride. 
With hap of forowe and anguynlh Ihe jynyth fnt to 
Beryn palBd lownid ihe llrond dier hit Ihippii were, 
Bniyremaw andirftDndhi> here vraafulof fere; i4lSti 
Vet neihirlr* he fai hym down foftly on a flail, 
Semy'cyfe for fnrawc, and Unyd to the nail 
For turment that he had. fo wery he wa> and frynt, 
:a God aboic (has he made hit pteynt : I47O 



f.Ju» 



rj. 



I . 



i t 



A cacliepoll {lode bcfidis, his name n 
And Jier.l all the wordis and knew a 
How Beryn was turmented both wi 
It was yfprong^ through the town ; (i 

fenfid 
How he hym would cn^ne as he h 
And had araid hym fotillich as mi 

cioiine, 
In a mantell wyth the lift, with hU 
And a flalTin his honde, as though 
And diow hym toward Beryn, and 

nere: 
The high Grod of heven, that althin 
Lies yew, gentil Sir, for many an \ 
Me thinkith that ye have, and no ' 
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And who lie in that plage that man is incurabill, 
JPor confeqoent comyth aftir fekenes abominabill ; 
And therefor, Sir, dilkeverith yewe, and be nothing 
adrad. 1497 

Graant mrrcy! Sir, quod Beryn, yc feme treW and fad ; 
Bot o thinglyith in myn hcrt, I n*ote io whom to truft. 
For tho thatdyned me to dey ordeyned me to areft. 
A Sir 1 be yew that man ? of yew I have y herd. 130! 
Oentill Sir, dontith nat, ne be nothing aferd 
Of me, for I (hall oounfcll yew as well as I can. 
For trewlich in the cete dwellith many a fals man. 
And ufyn litil els but falihode, wrong, and wyle, i j 05 
And howthey might ilraungers with trechery begile ; 
But ye fliul do right wifely fomewhat be my counfail. 
Speke with the fteward; that may you nioft availl ; 
For ther is a comyn byword, yf ye it herd havith, 
iVelefetitif it his peny that ibe pound favith, 1$ ICl 

The fteward is acovetoufe man, that long hath difirid 
A kny£F I have in keping, wherwith his hert 1 wirid ; 
Shall be yew to help, in covenaunte that yee 
Shall give me five mark yeur treu frend to be. 15 14 
The knyff is feir, I tell yew ; yit nevir tofore this day 
Myght the fteward have it for aught he coud prey. 
The wich ye fliuW gyve hym, the bctir for to fpede. 
And behothe hym ic/. to help yew in yeur nedc; 
And yf he grauntith, truftith wele ye ftond in good 

plight; 
For betir is then lefe all the las the mor^f^-^x.* \v v^ 



t 



il; 



J9f ryn iiiduikiu i*^ _. 

\Vith b«ud iu hond enfurid, and a 
Bcryn tJiought noon othir, al that 
!Mdchai)(D hym.comfurtid, talkyn 
y\iid piilid forth ftylly toward the 
I'cryn and Machai^^n ; but Bcryn fa 
^ An.l truft much in his fclawe to h 
I ., I JUut or they departed were they hr 

'I : Ofnomanir comfort, asyeihulll 

" ■ i • ■ 

r 1' or as lone as Machaiji^nc toforc 

[ • I He till plat to the crth : a grevous 

i He made •, and I'cyd, Sir Steward 

i\;;cyns this fab trey tour that Ac 

Jjct take of liym goini hede, eU \ 

Now mercy vjode Steward, for y r 

-- r...r„. A.T,.|an olevn to yo 
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^hen Beryn herd thcfc wordis he kift down hi.- hcdc ; 
Alias ! he thought in hert , alas ! what is my red$ J 15 5 o 
And would fay n ha vevoidit, and out ward gan to flapp. 
But Machaigne arofe and felid by the lapp : 
Nay, thow fiialt n*t void, heleid ; my tale is nat ydo; 
For be trowith of my body yf thou fcapidift fo 
I fliuld nevir have mery whils 1 wer on lyve, 15 (5 
And fet bond fail on Bcryn*8 othir fcleve. 
And feid. Good Sir Steward, my tale to the end 
I prey ye wold here, for wend how men wend 
There may no man hale miirdir, but it will out at lad: 
The fame ktiyiT my fadir here when he of contre pail 
I^et ferch wele this felon, ther ye fhul hym find; 
I know the knyff wele inough, it is nat out of my 
mynd : [knyff. 

The cotelere dweUith in thistoun that made rhefame 
And for to preve the trowith he fhall be here as bly ve. 
fieryn fwat for angir, his hert was full of fere ; r 5 65 
He tokc the knyff to the flewardor he ferchid were^ 
The fteward onto Beryn, My frend, lo! quod he, 
And thow chink the well about this is foule plee : 
I can know noon othir but thow mud or thow go 
Yeld the body of Mclah and his good alfo. 15 70 
Now be well avyfid ageyn to morowe day, [t o fay. 
Then (halt thou have thy jugement ; ther is no more 
When Beryn fro the fteward thus departid was. 
And was without the gate, he lokid oppoa the pkfe. 
And curiid it wondir bitterly in a fervcut vtc^ ^'jlS 
Aud wis/bjd many tymcs it had betiv a. ti^\ 
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Jror yit in all my lyvc lithe 
Had I iicvir wyl for to lern 
Foly I hauntid it evir, thcr 
And now he hath ypaid ir 

<iett ; 
For whils I had tynie wyfdt 
But I drow me to foly and 1 
But had al myne own wyli, 
For I was nevir chaftifid ; b 
Betith mc to fore; the flrol 
For thefe devillis of this to\ 
'I'o fclce my body to have ni 

morowc ; 
Now wold to God J wer in 
I was iwii* to much a fole ; f« 
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■Then eajnit or governaunce, for them too I did hate ; 
And though I wold be at oon now it isto late. 
O myghtfiill God in heven ! wher was evir man 
That wrought hymiiclf more foly thao I my felf did 

than? 1606 

A cariid be the tyme that I out of Rome went ! 
That wasmy fadir's right heir of lyvelode and of rent, 
•And al the riall lord(hip that he hath iti the town. 
Had I had wit and grace, and hold me low and boon. 
It wer my kynd now among my baronage 16x1 
To hauk and to hunt, and eke to pley and ragie 
With feir freihe ladies, and daunce when me lid ; 
But now it is to late to fpeke of Had I wiA. • ' 
But 1 fare like the man that £or to Fwele his flyes 
He ftert into the bern, and aftir ftre he hies, ' 1616 
And goith about the wallis with a brennyng wafe, - 
Tyll it was at laft that the lifem and blafe 
Bntrid into the chynys where the wheate was, 
And kiflid fo the evefe that brent was all the plife $ • 
But firft in the begynnyng, tyll fcer fraotc in the 

raftris, 162 1 

He toke no manere kepe, and thought of nothing aftir 
What pereil there myght fall ; ne more did I ywiti, 
That wold foriake myo honour for the unkynclnea 
Of Ramc', that was my (lepmodir ; for yf I ihall natly 
They beth foure ; wherfor the more wifely J0a6 
I fhuld have wrought, had 1 had wit, and fuffridfor 

a tyme, 
Anddfdrconi to purpofe wel vnow^c Qflm"^x«.\ 
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The knyff that wai tiu lake. 
And yit it greviili tnioe here 
Of myn owd pepiH, ih» no < 
1 wo(e weleifiirpleding rrg 
To fuflene theii- lyili : | trim 
And pcraveniiu- lightly ftond 
O/ mt it ]} Qo fori though [ b 
But it ii dole MiJ pete that thi 
That hath nought iftriid but 
And when (hit Betyn in thin* 
A creplll he &w comyny will: 
Oppon K (lilt ondir hit line bw 
And a crouch undir hli umj 

fltramydj 
Ala.!q„odihi,BerTn.ftdn 
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Aad had ynogbt nETi bond BeryirltjtbeftltTei 
Berrtt tuniT<) *• u bare, and gta (■ rcD kljvt ; 
But the ctlpill hfRW bctit ibc patlyi fmalruid grcte 
TlieB B<r7i>> to cofiKE hfaihe«iaa,'iiid^n>hyinmeie. 
WhniBtPTiifiniEvaylidiiMifihltirmneiictO'ti^pC, 
WhU tni dalf ud icd aogoytlb md vccd isyghl he 

%icka,' ■ ■ itbO 

ButItDdeliiU^aiifid,aiid{laridfdlKbotitc< 
Thecripill hcgui.co fpeke;^B,'U drede or ta dout 
Of ncKD)dTe.ii^tli^r,ani^^eluicw mynehecc. 
So uhrrc ye like vd] oi ill fro rctiaall yt i»t pad 
Tyl I basg tTirid with'yew, andjrc vtitt >];< &lla, 
or alt y^urfadPlihappii, jcurmyfcheff.aiidycBrwoi 
Joiby the. I y me .1 ha I ! batcikiiowletbof ymtT>re, 
Ycur renityhjr, and ycur tniltiig uto id cfy pal, 
I (ball (urn or that we iwyn,ft«yo ahirmy fiolc 
■Woll do, and as I itdc yew ; for ym wcr a foie 1670 
Whfn ye cam 61ft tlordt, yc hkd nitt with me, 
for I iroldliJiVC cnlnifHiyew'all ibaiaiquiit ■ 
Of ihe> UU marchaunt:3 that tltrtlkn ici' tfais town. 
And oulid all your cb?fflre wiifaouE gruthjirgmio; 
For ba4 ye dwtllid withiii yeur Jblfipis, mnd bat |;o 

then 'atnentr, fii'TDitg 

Then badye bectliiBiliiiiH(frW,iBd quyrof all ihtir 
On yetvthathcrnrurDiyliilthroiigkfaliifuti^tfiiDDiK. 
Bervn gin tn figh, unneih hBniighitiuiK 
Gifn word Dr.twuyn, and Mercy Kai rbt' £r(t, 1679 
Picking wuhaUhiiheri Out he.[(ir)^ba^^Wi.\<A., 
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1 woll ihew yew all ifere, a] 
And put it in yewr grace tc 
And in the meen while tha 
The crypill nyghid hym nei 

by the lap ; 
And as Tone as Beryn knew 
He onlacyd his mantell for < 
And pry velich ovir his fhuli 
And had levir lefe his niant 
The cripill all perceyvid, ai 
Of his nethir furcote. Alas ! 
Thought Beryn by hymfelf 
There helpith naught fave 

fcleve to rent 
Beryn gan ; to fcappe he fpi 
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He had ; and manly and jnly was he, 
And Geffrey, was his name yknow in that contre. 
Alas ! thought this Geffrey, this man hathgretedrede 
Of me, that by my power wold help hym in his nede t 
I wis though he be nyce, nntaug^t and unwife, tyic 
I woU nat for his foly leve myne enpryfe; 
And lept aftir Beryn, and that in right good fpede. 
Beryn wasfo fore agaft he toke no maner hede 
To look onys bakward tyll he to the watir cam, 
Then lokid he behynd and faw Sir Clekam 1716 
Commaund wondir fail with ftaff and with his ililt. 
Alias! thought Beryn, I now am yfpilt. 
For I may no ferthlr without I wold me droune, 
I n*ote wich were the betir, or go ageyn to toone. 
Geffrey was fo nigh com that Beryn niyght nat fle : 
Good Sir, quod thi» Geffrey, why do yee void me ? 
For by heven quene, that bare Crift in hir barme. 
But right as to my felf I woll yew no more harme. 
Sittith down here by me oppon this fee ftronde, 
And yf ye drcde any thing clepe yewr men to londe» 
And let them be here with us all our fpeche tyme. 
For I woll nat feyn oon word, as makers doon toryme. 
But counfeli yew as prudently as God woll fend me 

grace: 
Take comfort to yew, and herk a Utili fpafe. 1 750 
And when-that Beryn had yherd his tale to the end, 
And how goodly as Geffrey fpak, as he were his 

frcnde. 



Aiul bMK'ic Jill' «•« 

liiit ifiw&rd it w8«'CMitrarv their intdl 
Whciftu- the blame 18 Icff, though Ifufpt 
I lavcet- yewr tvofdi«, Uft othir bo yew 
For I n'otc whor.i to truft hy God omui 
Yit ni'thirlcT yf yoinr will is to ccm intn 
I \v,)ii foni what do by yeur rede how ft 
Then, quod CJciTV* y, if it be i(> that i ia 
Kntir into your ihippis, and ytw help 

ftere, 
That yce ag^yn ycwradverfarycjifliul! 
/Slid p'vv.' yow foch c<:unfell to bate do 
And rhjt yc:c ^vynnc in every plcyot 

more 
As they purpofc to have of yew; y 
■* "• ' *'■•»•«• nmcndis for tJieir iniqut 
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7ol many, and turmtnted wers then wer yee. 
And endurid for my trowith much adyerUte, x 7 60 
For.l wM in no wife fuffir their falihedes, 
Por in all the world fo corrupt of their dedis 
Been noon mtn »ly ve, I myght ryght well avow, 
For they fet all their wittis in wrong all that they 

mowe; 1764 

Wher^for full many a tyme the grettii^of them and ( 
Have (ionden in altercatioune for their trechery ; 
For I Had in valew m tr«w niarchaundife 
A M. /. all have they take in fuch maner wife : 
So ferforth to fave oiy hlode no longer myght 1 dry ve 

dure; 1769 

-For drede of wors thus thought Imy felfto disfigure. 
And have among them 1 2 yerc go right in this plighte. 
And cvir have had in memory how I myght them 
And fo I hope now, i,h fotill as they be, [quyte ; 

With my wit engine them and lielp yew and me. 
My lymes been both hole and found, me nedith ililt 

ne crouch. 17 75 

He caft afyde them both, and lepe oppon an huche 
And adown agcynes, and walkid to and fro. 
Up and down, within the ihip,and ihewidhis hondis 

tho, 
Stretching forth his fingris in fight and all about 
Withouc knot or knor, or cny fign of goure, i ; 8o 
And dyght them efft ageynfc right disfetirly, 
Som to rideech othir, and fom avitWM^>wt'^« 



Geffrey was rightmjghlj, and W<Uiiitl|| 
for natur was marc fubAantiall whrn tiv3 
Then nuw in ODT tymc ; for all l}uDf ttoitt 
SaTT vile snd eurGd lyving', that ffiowithFlil 
Vnm [huld I Nil more .' Bui GtSlnj fin )q 
And ileiya hynbcfydii; chc Komeyntgar 
And mirrvellcd inucli in GcGrcy of hiidi^ 
And R<;ryn had iDDthir ihooght, aod fpak 
ftfCI. 

Now GcfFfey.feidlhiiiBtrTn.BndlilurftKn 
That and ye knewe cny man ihal i> iJyve a 
That Lad of dircrecioiinc (o Uinch inEuenu 
To make my party good in niorowe in my 
Anddflivir me of Torowe, as ye bthotc h«| 
I wold hetasnehhlcfcmm, ai Godmylo^ 
That wcr to nraeh, quod G^flerey ; tbab:^ 
releft; |J 

nut I ■iFlireofothirthinj^toIixveynn' jM 
That aiid [ bryngyoiTTcnniyeiintofocfc^ 
ToTnaUeforyewrwrongiitoyoiirighth^^ 
Andfo declare Ifar yon thtrwiih youpatlili 
That y ee appoli yoiir fcilh bryng me (it Van 
Tlf God will fmd yew wedir and gracfi tore 
. Quod Keryn, Bui 1 grant yew I wer lewdti 
Bui or I fuUichlniayewholdilhmeeirurui 
I well go tounfell with my mm left they it i 
lieryn rfrr w nfyde, ani! fjiak with hit meyne 
And f jprcflid cvrry -woii in w^jv ^\\^'w 
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That he Code from pojuC to poyat, acd of hit Cila 

Hit meyoc were nflotiyd, ^nd ftarid forth ai bdlia. 
Spekith fom word, quod Bfryn, Cih I 'm bclrayd; 
YcehaveyherdwhatGciFreyianiehaihrayd. iHli 
■i"befe Romcyosilode iUc flillj o word ne (owd they 

And'cke it pilGd their tvittii. Then Beryn gui rek vc. 
And to OcfTrey efcagcyn, snd mercy hym befaughl. 
Help mc. Sir, quod Beiy □, for hia love ihatut bought 
STing on the rood, and wept full icodirly ; liij 
For but yc help, quod Beryn, ihcr is no remedy, 
For comfort neiliir coiuDfaill of my mcfi have I noon ; 
Help roc, « God yew help, and ela 1 un ijadooa. 
When Geffrey law ibit Ikryii To diDia^ and wcf t, 
Pitc iDloecheveynof hUhert crept. 
Alias! quod Gelfcey, [ might nat da a more fft^ful 

dcdc, 
I IcTc by my liowilh, then faylyewinlbisoede; 
FaillnieGod inheren yf thai 1 y£w faillJ l-Stj 
That 1 fhall do my bcCnet, my peyii, aod my traraik, 
To help yew be iny power; I may noferthergoo. 
Yis, yee behele me tntat, feid Beiyn, (ho. 
That yec wold help me at all that l&uUflor.dcter. 
Beiyn gan to wepe and make wer» chere. i8 jo 

Stillith yew, quod Geffrey, for how fo c»ir ye tiie 
More than my power ye ought nat dcGre, 



In fignc of trowith oi dou. ..^.. 
Ixhe of u.o ky« othir of our comyn aiTcnt ; 
And all was do. And iiftirward Beryn cm 
They dronk, and then Geffrey fcid ; Sir Ben 
Yec mut iKictare ycnr niaters' to mync intel 
That I may the bet perlcyve ail inconvenie 
Dout, pto, contra, and ambiguite, 
'J'horough your drclaratioune, and cnforir 
And with the help of our Sovcrcn Lordcc 
'J'hey (hall be bchynd, and wc fiiull have t 
]"(»r uow the tyme approchith for their cu 
'Vo be i'omwhat rcwardit ; and caufe of yc 
Hdth my hcrt yfctlid and fixid them a ny 
As trowith wolland refon, for their trecl 
Fur maoy a man tofore this day they ha 
--"fj/^thorouj^h their fal 




The Uwei of the cetc ftont in probacy ; 
They ufen noon enqucftit the wroagU far to tr; : 
Audyfthow haddifl cnywiong.andwoMillpleyDthc, 
And were u trewe a caufi: as cny myghi be, 1IJ64 
Thow lliuldift Bit fiad □ man to here the witnct, 
ThoDgh every man in the tawalincw It more or let; 
So burrilh they togidir, indholdith wiih echeolhir, 
Thataitocounlerplcdetheai.tiiiiitghyenermyliro- 

thir, itCS 

1 woldgfve yew so counlaill, dc their empecheiKcnt 
Ianawardtadeay,fo[tliatwcrcoiiibirnic[il;[atioo[>, 
Fol iheo wer they in the affirraatyf, and wold prcve 
And to yew that wer negatyffihs law «.old graune 
SofoT lopledeageyn them it wall litill availl, [aoooa : 
And fit to every mann'yB wii it oQgLl be grctc nici- 

vaile, 1S74 

For theii lawci been fo Ilrey t ,andpcynou(ordiiiauace 
Is lUUid for their lallhcde ; far this is their fy nauncc. 
To lefe iheir lyff for leliDg. andlfopcil tuay kaowe, 
Thatlorditr1allDfthetown,andhuldiththenifoloiii'e, 
\^'hcr(oiihEyhaicaculloDialhtcwidforibeDoayt, 
Yf eiiy of ihcm fey a thing they cry all at aayi, iS8d 
And ferm it for afoth,»QditbereaDycharge; [large-, 
Thai vt (he danger of Ifope they kepe them ever a( 
And therfor wifdom weer, whofo might efchcwe, 
Nevirto dele with thera; (or wer it wrong urtrewe 
It Ihuld lilijl availl ageyni their falQiedes, iSg J 

For they been acuffid, andCobicn t.\veit 4t\«\ 



Scyd Bcryn to Gcffray, ymmcmor 
(iraunt me jjrafc to inorowe, fo tl 

I I^Iakc fo myiie anfwcrc, and I ft^fi 

}Jy tlic that art my counl'aill, for r 

I Rehcrce mc then , quod Geffrey, tf 

[ Fro poynt to poynt, al m fere, on 

Whcrthoroiigh I myjj^ht to nioro wi 
Now in foth, quod Heryn, thoupl: 
I cannat tell the tcnyth part of the 
What for forowe and angir tha; 
wrought ; 

I So ftond I clenc defperat hut ye ct 

Depcrdeux! feid Geflrey, and I th 
Sith 1 have enfurid the to be of tF 
And fo much the more that thou 




Th»t thorough hii wit, and wifdom, and his govct- 
nauncB, [much or ]iraunce. 

Who maViih a fray cf, oi firyvjth aught, or mel to 
Within the fame cetf, that he n'y. uke anoon, 191 j 
And hath hi* peDnauuce forthwith, for pardon ufith 

he noon : 
For ther n'ys pore ne riehc, ne what Rate he be, 
'{"hat he ny'> undirfote for his iuiquite ; 
AnditbenrevidonhymthetRuJlnogoidhymquyle, 
Right i« the forfete aiithtnoch or lite, 1910 

For geynahiicommatindmentia noon fo hardy iiuclt, 
Ru hard Tetith he hinfote in every mann'ytneki 
For undir Bty end ftarri^ thit day i« noon alyve 
That coud amend hym id poynC, b1 thing to diAryve. 
The 7 Saget of Ronie. though al agcyn hym were. 
The Hiuld be infufKcient to make his 3iir»ere, 1916 
yorhe can all Ungagis, Greek, Hehrew, and Latyne, 
Caldey, Frcn'th, and Lombard, ye know wellfyne. 
And alt miner that men in bakis write; 
!n pnyfe and pbilgfophie alfo he can endite: I930 
C'evile and cinunnc, and al nianer lawis, 
.Seneca and Sydrak, andSalamon'ysfjwyd, 
And the ; fctencei, and eke law ofarmyi, 
liijicriTnentia and pompcry, and all nianer charmp. 
As ye fhul here afiir er tliat I depart, t{ij5 

Of hi> imaginaeiouns and of hi> futill art ; 
For he it of age ,3r.o yere and more, 
lI'AiT/or of all fcleneeB hcUai'h l\vsWQttWt. 
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In Denmuk he waiRotieii and yboie aUb, I<) J9 
And is (irccc ynoriOKd (yl he cfiudfpck ind go; 
'rhtr WW he put ta Ceaie, and lernyd wondit liQ, 
For fuch wu hi* grace thai ill iiihit be pali : 
Hut Crll in hi> begfonyng lilil good he had, 
Bui Icniyd evir paJTynijIy, aud wu wiCe and fid : 
or lUtufC and olfcturc (her wu noon hym like 1945 
'Huiiough the land uf Grcce though men woldhym 

feke. 
A kyng thcr was in thoycrit thai had dooo heir nule 
Sill'iilaiighler, ihaihelofidMhuownruli 
ibipr WW hii fervaunt, and did hyra fuch plcSiuace 
That he made hym hit heir, and did hym fo aiunce 
To wed hii donghtcr, and aftii hym 10 here ciowne, 
't 'lurough pruwLiandbitportrn low he waiaod bouBi 
So a* I'orlunc wdld, ttiac wu Ifop'ii frcnd, 19SI 
Tlu«wortli)rkinglhair*incycTe made bit carpel end. 
'i'hat s; yere i> pallid that ifope lhu> hath reigned, 
AiidyitwattherncTirfarwroiiKonhytiicdnipteyacd 
Fornu j uKcment that hegifTj yii li>m agcy n hy m wy lid 
A grctc part of lu> pepil, and wuki have hym eiilid ; 
Hut hit grete wifdom, ^nd hit manrulnet, *9S9 

Hiiif;ii«ertiMini:e,wiihhi«bDunu;andhiirighi(utnct, 
I latli cilr yii prder* eU hym unto thi> ilk day. 
And woU whyle that he lyvithfuraughi thai nun can 
V'lT wtiu hath enyquarelorcaurc fur luwonde fby : 
U'iiltin ihit £une cete, quiklich v.oll h; fend. 




rut UEncniitii s iecohd tali, Vi. iij 
And it tieralilt matir, lo Ifope for to fare, i;6j 

I''rof;fi)DTi]glothe«idhisquaTTrllt'>(!cc1ite; [rowe; 
And eve afiire, 11 ciidnni is, pepU (hall be on thi mo- 
BatnhofolyhefcipithiialwythnuClliameotroiDivc. 
Bcryn, thow mull go thidir, whcr ihyn rnpechemrnt 
Shull beymciM, and tlierfcirpamialthcn* 1970 
Tyll thou have herd 1 hem alle, and report themvrclc 
Tome.tliatanilhy cminrell, andreiicirfiiele. 
Hut fo rial manciounc >•> [fvpe dwellith in 
Tber i« noon in ihc world, ne fo iiueynt of gjn, 
Wherfurc be well avind how I enrurni (tie 197; 
Of the wondirwayi«anilofthciiryvyte 
Thatbccnw^thyohisiralfyfe.thitlhoumuftpuhys 
And when ihow anpriichifl, and ait the eafliU ny);h, 
Ulunch fro the brnde jrair, and cittcr thow nat (here, 
I'orihEr been men In keep it; yic have thow no fere; 
fai down on tlie right liond by the caltetl walle 19(11 
I'ytl thow fynd a wyndow, and what fo the byfall 
Hntirthcr yf ihnw may, and be nothyn|r agall. 
But wilk forth in that entret tbtn (halt thow fee in 
A portcolyrc the tofore ; pan in boldly [haflc 

Tyll thow com to an h»lt the feytift undir Iky 1 l^iS^ 
'I'he wallijbecn of marbili.yjoynid andydofid, 
And the piluur* oftryftall. grew anil welepropofid: 
The kei«rynf[ of hove iiof felondyn. 
And the pameni benrth ofgoldandifDrefyne. l<)<)0 
l!utwhofopsnilhthoton{;hthl>hall halhncdc tu ren 
Or eb he myght be difware oihUinmVjtt, ^^Ni^"-* 




3l6 TMt HtBCnAHl'* SEfOnO TALE, \^t. 

tut ihcr wjrihia lihh i Aoon ilut » fo brde ofkyod 
'Hat w)iatt)iiii);cni» for by aooDO it woU ixcad. 
At brytjlit aa (iijr Luukli lum, and conrume loaap ; 
AnilliiwoUthehallaUbii'crcaUancif aOooo 19;^ 
Tim i« yclqiHJ Uinojrrc, ihu let ii hym agcyn ; 
So uhI ihotr Icpc lighlJy lhi« Ihalt have no pcyn, 
F»r cthir Hone in kynd propottianed thty Ek, 
Of hvtc tnd clw of COlilnci of Miit cqualite. ICOO 
Th'iw niull pM ihoraugh the hall, but lary nat > nde, 
For ihva Oiuli fypJ a dur up right afore thyo hcde: 
Wlicn thaw art eiilrid (her, and the doie apafi, 

Ami yf ih'tw Jrcde cny thinj^ tlo 00 more US bkiwe, 
Bui yii I rede the beware tliat it Iw lumwliai luwe ; 
'I'hir been tii lihanli* Iihm and untycd, -ioci 

if thai thy blowing of that othit in tny thi:if( belpted 
Anvoii he mkiih nn the to fefe the by ihy pate, 
('(rr cher n'yii thing in crih that he lu mucli doith bate 
AnliretbofmaJtn'yimowilhi wher'fcrc lefreyu the. 
And blow but fair and folt, »d when that licJe be. 
When ihow art jiadid thin Jiall anoon then (halt thow 
Isia tlic layrell jcarden ^ax i> la Chriflendom, [com 
The wich thiirouKb hit clerjcy it made of fueh deiife 
That i man Oull ween hv m in I'sruiilc, aoi6 

At hii> full cirniyng iii, for melody and fong, 
AiKlolhirgloflouithingiianddeleAabillantong, 
The wich'rholotneui, that fonilyme Paynym wai, 
'J'Jiat uf aftroDomj' knew cv'ij poynt and cafe, 1010 




Did It fo dnife. thoraogh hit liig;h cannyng, 
Tha: thcr n'y< befl in crtti dc bird that doith &ag 
Thai hen'yuherein figuringolilandfylrirfyne, 
Aad mow, 19 they wcr quyk, kiiivw t he fotilt eo^i 
In mydwaid of this gardyn ftani a feiitre >c 
Of a1 minrr le*i> that undir Iky be, 
Yfoigit uid yfounnit cihe in hii degrc 
Offylnr >nd of gold fyne that lufty been to fee. 
Thii gardeyn is evir grene, and full of May liowri 
Of redt, white, and blew, and olhir frcfh colourls, 
Tlwwichbeenfo redolent, andfewynfoabout, so. 
ThM he mud be right lewde therin fhuld route. 
Thefe iDonflrefuIl thingii I deilfc to the 
Bccaafe thow<huldift nat ofthemabainiidbc. 
When that Ihow (omyfl there, fo thow be ftrong 
thought, ac; 

And do be tny couafell, drede the right naught. 
For thcr beth viii tregetours that thjsgardyn kepit 
Four of them doith waab whils the four fclepith. 
The wichbeen fo pcrCieof nygnunancc, 
And of the art of appaiencandof tragetrje, IC4 
That they mabe fcnien at to a mann'yt fight 
Abominabill wormyt, that fore ought be afrij;ht 
The henicft man on enh, but he warnyd were 
Of the grifty fighlh that he Ihuld fee theri:. 
Among all othir there is 1 lyon white tOf 

That and he be iftraungirherampith tor tobite. 
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'1 he trc hath Tuch vcftu there (hal 
I><)kc chat be the firft when thow 
Then ihaitthow 11* an cntre by the 
Thoughe it be flreytc toforc, inin 
]t growith more and more, and as 
Yit woU that wty the bryng then 
Into the fcvrift chanibir that cvir 
When thow art there wyihyn go\ 
l''or there (halt thow here al thyn 
Opynly dcchrid in Ifop'is prcfcnt 
Repoit them wcle and kcpe them 
^And aftir thy rclacioune we fliall 
'iliorough help of God above, fuc 
1'hat they ihull beacombrit.and wi 



THE merchant's SECOND TALE, l^e, 229 

Yit or the cok crow ; and ther*for let me fe ao 75 
Whils I am out how mery ye can be. 
Ge£frey coke his leve ; but who was fory tho 
But Beryn and his company f for when he was go 
Thei had no maner joy, but dout and hevynei, 
For of his repeyryUg thei had no fikernea; aoSo 
So every man to othir made his compleynt. 
And wjihid that of felony they had been atteynt, 
And fo them thought betir to end hevyoes 
Then every day to lak brede atte firft mes; 
For when our good is go what ihall fal of us ? 2085 
£vir to be their thpallis, and peraventure wers, 
To fcie our lyf aftir yf we difplcfe them ought, 
Afcir Oeifrey went this was all their thought 
Throughout the nyght tyl cokkis gan to iing ; 2089 
But then encrefid anguifhe; theirhondisgan,towryngy 
And curfid wynd and watir that them brought ther. 
And wisihid many tymes that he had been in here, 
And were apaifid and entrid into difpeyr, 
In as much as Geffrey did nat repeir : 
£che man feyd to othir it myght nat be ynayid 2095 
But GefFray had uttiriich falHy them betrayid 
Thoroughout all the long nyght. 

Tho went they to counfeU a litiH tofore the day. 
And were allacordit for to fayl awey ; 
And fo them thought betir, and levc their good ther. 
Then abyde theroppoBi and have more fere. 210X 



Aud cried wondir tail by tl 
When Bcryn herd Geffrey Y. 
And to launch out a bote ai 
ror he may more avayl mc 
And hv l)c trcw and trufty. 
But yit tl:cr'of had Bcryn i 
'I'hcfc Romcyns fct in Gcff 
For th; y had Icvir faill fort 
I3oth lyvc and goodis: and 
'Jl\oy had of this CieflVty ; " 
'i'alkyng to f chc cthir, Ihi 
Geffrey wifl well incw^hc 
And for vcrry an^j^ir he thr 
Bo:h ililt and eke his crouc 
And gan them to comfort. 




WfthoDtmorc daungir, and yewr wyl te i 1130 
Forof thclnryalier(aE}i tithe eqcyce 
Thu iVbufurJu Uhir it»d bii plrynt (i -anng ■ 
Hcjtali aaic cK^dii bi ht nivir fipeng, 
Right i* Diuld the t'odirj'f he condErapned were, 
RighlibihaUtheplejrntifFrightailytwlere: 1I35 
And ihac Ihall prere by them, have yt no doule, 
Yic or it faseierightlowto yew CokiBU, ' 
And fiibmiichetn 10 yew, and put them in yewr grace 
By ttiattyme [ have ymade slimy winlarei 
And hi hope to fpedc well In (bape ul for 10 dyne. 
Geffrey uid wBtir, and Gth bred e and wyne, ' ai^t 
And Tcit, It » halTam to breke our fiQ betyme, 
For the Aewird woll to ihe court at hour oEprymc. 
The.ranDE gan to Ibyne and fbope a fcir deyi 
But for augbl that Geffrey coud da or ley 114 j 

Tbeic Romeyncfpekyn faft all the dynerwhile, 
l~hat Ge&ey with hit fotill nordis wold them begtle. 
So when they had ydyned they ryfen up echonnc, 
And drew them to counfell wbal wu belt to doon : 
Sam feyd the bell rede that we do may, ai50 

To throw Geffrey ovir the bord, and feyll forth our 
But fordrede ofUerya Tom wold natfb, ["'y ■ 
Yit the more party affentid vele therlo. 
Geffrey and Beryn, and woithy Romeyna tweyn, 
SloodapanwitbiD thelbip, foGeffiey gantoleyn, 
Beryn, beth aTifidiyourmenbethindiftaonce: all 6 
Siih ye been her foTCrcD pat them m ^Teici«au.\ 
\3\i 
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For when he/aw the faylisftc 
Alas! quod this Hanybald, he 
To me that am provoft, and } 
All thefe fyve ihippis iindir m 
And ran into the town, and n 
And chargit all the cctezins t( 
From o ftrete tyl anothir, an« 
And made the trompis blowc 
And fcyd that the Romeyns y 
Tyl ther wer a thowfand, rat 
Men y-armyd dcen, walkynj 
WhenBtryn themafpied; Noi 
Stont lyf and goodis; doth wi 
For all our hope is on the, cor 
For we muil bide aventure, fi 



Till MIRCHAHT'I SICDKDTALI.t^i:. l^J 

Tbea Gd&ey wu b; thtt lyme tbcy h>d il yda. 
HuiybiUclcpid out -Bcitd, to Mote Hmll for to go. 
And ftode upon (he brigg with an huge route . 
CefTrey wa> the firfl in Hinybald gas to loute, 
Andlokidouta(orelhip;aodbles7ew!Sir, quodhe. 
V.'her wtthownow, Beryn ? eom forth, behold and fe, 
Htr it an huge pepill yrayd and ydight ; ai94 

All thefrbeetiDiychildreD that been in armyabiyght; 
Yiflirdey I gat ihctn : ia cat mervaill 
That tbcy heen htdir yconi to be of our counlaill, 
Andtoilondby oi, and help aiin our pie f 3196 
A ! nyne own childryn; bldGd maC je be I 
QunA GeSrey. with an high lolfe, and bad anyce vi- 
And gan to daunce for joy in the fore (lage. [fage, 
Haaybald lok'ii oa Oefftcy aihc wer amafid, 11c o 
And beheld hJiCouDleiiaunce, and how he wiayrafid. 
But evirmore he thought that he Wai a folc 
Matutell ofkyndc, and had noon othlr tooi, 
Aa femed by hi> wordii lodhiivirage both. 
And thought it had been foly to wei with hym nroth, 
ADdganCDbardageya.andaiidhymingaine, iic6 
Sithlhow artourfidirwhoiithenourdamej 
And how and in what plale were we bcgete i 
Yillirdayt quod Geffrey, plcyng io the ilrcte 
At a gem 1 1 fame that clepid is the Q^ek, 3110 

A long peny haliet wan call about my nek, 
And yknet fall with a tiding knot. 
And caft ovfr a perch, and hale a\oTi^ to.^ vNaWJi- 
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For T go nevir withont, fare I bt 
I kift them forth all thre, and toi 
But here now what fill aftir, righ 
Ther cam a mowfe lepe forth, an 
That puffid out her fkyn as grete 
J.I ■ And in thi? moner wife of the mc 

All ye be ycom my children fair a 
And yit or it be eve fall woU fuch 
To flond in my power yew all to : 
For and we plede wellto day we fhal 
j Hanybald of his wordis hertlich lo 

And fo did all that herd hym, as tl 
And had grete joy wyth hym for t 
For they knew hym noon othir bu t a 
And all thiswas his difcrecionn^ « 




TKI UlkCKAHt'* iECOMO TALI,t^f. S35 

Oftheirf^vcmaunce alltheloB^diy tl4Q 

Tyll their pleER ST codi:; fo weot (hejrfoiththeii wey 
TatherourtirichHuiybild. Then Berrn ^n to fcf , 
What ncdith ihit, Sir Huybild, to Diike fnch any, 
Si ih we been peTe-marcbuilii.aiid alt do Ipoliidouoc .' 
for foib. Sir, guod Hauybald, to roe mi tnuic rcla- 

cioune ai^j 

Yce wcr in poynt to void ; aad yef yee had do b 
Yee hid loll ycwrlyiis, without vnirdii mo, 
Berynheldhymftyll. QcfireyfpaLaiuiaD; 
No lei-wed thtn lyiia ^ Whi fo, good Sir Jon ! 
That werfemwhat louiucbaiitlcmnhinei itjo 
But yebeovirwifethat dwcllin thitcetc; 
For yc)ia<rel>egoniic ■ thin;; makith you right bold. 
And yit or it b« ere u folis fhnll yee be hold : 
And eke yce de«ynt for fhipmaony's craft, [biAl, 
And wotith iitill wtiaC longiih to afore the fliip anil 
And Dwnelich in the dawnyng when Jhipmen Grd a- 

rife. ii]6 

My good fiend, quod Hanybald, in a fcontyng wire, 
Yee mud ony* cnfourm me tliorotigfa yowr difere- 
Biit 6rttjtttau& anCvitt to a queHionae ; [cioune, 
Why make men crof-fail in myddia of thcmafl ! iito 
Ftr U laitvi Ihlfiif wtd/iii nort iUf. 
Why goon the yemen to bole ankiti ta hale * 
tir to matt ibim r,dy H wM Is ibt nU. 
Why hale they up ftonyi by the erane lynt K 
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Bervn, cuod thii Gdfrev, rctoui 
I "What (hull they do with the at 

them plcyn. 
Plcdc thv cafe thv felve right as t 

I i 'Vo bide with the Ihippis my pur 

I I Nay, furfoth, quod Hanybald, t 

land, 

Wee have no fulxsbut the ; and to 
For thow art wife in law to pled 
That can I betir, quod Geffrey, 
What fe)ft tiiow tlicrto, Beryn i 
I lanybald likid lii» wordis welc, ; 
Beryn made h ym angry, and figh 
For GclTf evhvm had eofourmid c 
How he hvm Ihuld govern all ti 



■OHD TAW. tf... »3; 
For tbo the inirchandire wai more duo half, mjno, 
ADdruhducUiowtenibidii tho wtakillall-fnT thToc, 
Bittpc oritbeiTC I nol make oon hchefii 
But chow Imv« my hclprhypatt OraH-be left. *t95 
Tliynhelp, quod Serya) leirdi: fbleidiow art more 

thCQ maGd : . 
Uta the to the jhippuwird vrith Aj crawn yttUd, 
Fpr 1 myght.ncrirfpjLre the bet : tiiu andbeRgoo^fna, 
1 wall go wiibjChe, qnodGeirrty,wher thaw- wait or 
And lem to pltde law to wyn both hawfe and Umd. 
So tbDwl]iilt,qiod'Hui]rbild, and led hycn bjr the 

hoDdi [ykmw 

And leyd hiirlioad oppon hia nek: but and he had 
Whom he hid M, in fikcrun he hid wcU krii in 

Have irilUd It viyle; and rachir then fail niore ; 
For he wislhid that Geffrey hidybeniriiorB ajCj 
Full aft lyjlie in that day or the ple-wer do, 
And fo did all that wrought Bnyn Iham asd woo. 
Now yeethat lilt abide and here of fotilte 
Mowe know how that Bcryn fped in bii pie. 
And in what any to ihe court he wetit, ajio 

AndhowHuiybaldledGefirFy,dirwareafhf>e(itCDt; 
But yetheaiidoEGeffroy.Whatiathytiunel pra7^ 
Oylhochel. laod GcffVey, mta clepid me yifiirdiy. 
And wher weer thow ybore ? I n'ote [ make a vow, 
Seyd Geffrey to thia Haoy bald, i ua that of yew. 
For I can tell no more but here I Oaod dqv«. i.'^'V^ 
Haa/bild ofba wenUi betllicliYav^tA, 



Anvl pon to uryx*. .«- 
Thac com was with Bcryn ovir the fait n^ 
Som leyd oon and fom fcydc anothir ; 
Som wold have the (hlpni«, the parfrll,an(] 
Som hit eyen, fom his Ivf wold have, and 
Or cU he ill u Id for them fytic or he did pa 
And in the menc whiU they wcr in thi» i 
Ikryn and thcfc Romcyn<» wcr com, in g 
As myght he made of woll, and of coiou 
They toke a fyde bench that for them w 
V/licn all was hu(ht and flill Bcryn arof 
And flodc in the myddis of the hall 
cvcriehone, 
i And feyd, Sir Steward, in me (hall be 

I am ycom to anfwer as my day if> fet: 
*•• "nrl rcfon ; I axe yew no 




And flarid xl about with hi> lewd ben],- 
■And wu yhold a very fole of ech min hym herd. 
The Heward, and the otBcen, and the butgeyGs all, 
Laughldat hjTa hertlicbi the criour gan is call 
Theburgeyfethat had plcyd with Berynatchca, ijjo 
And he arofe quiklich, andgaa hymforto die* 
Afore the Acward at bur, ■> the maner i»| 
iie gan to tell hi) tale wyib grete ledinei: 
Here me, Sir Steward, this day ii me fet 
Tohaieri^andrefon; I aie yew no bet, S.^CJ 
Of Seryn that here ftondith, that with me yiftirday 
Matle a certen covEoannt, and at d;e> wc did pley. 
That wbofo were ymatid of ui bath too 
Shuldtla the todii's bidding, andyf he woldnatfo 
He muft drink all the walir that fait wer in the f« : 
Thus I to hym furid and he alfo to me. Sj'il 

To preie my tale trcw I am nat all alonn i 
Up rofe lo hurgeyCs quyklicb aoooo. 
And affctmyd efiiy word of hi) tale fbth. 
And made them all re.-ly for to do their olhe. i}6j 
Evander the (Icward, Betjn, now, quod he, 
Thow moA anfwcre nede ; it wall noon othir be : 
Take thy couofell to the : fpcde on ; I have doon. 
Beryn held hym liyll : Geffrey fpakationn; [yew 
Nowbe my trowith, quod Geffrey, I mervcllniuchot 
To bid us go to cQunfell, and knowtth nie wife 
inDwghe, a3?i 

And esir faUavHid, in twynkelyng o[ an e^e. 
To mate a Ihort anrwcr but yt m^j mo-«'A^^ ^t^ ■ 
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Nif, 1iclitm)f,l«Bi«lixlkcawMMli 
Enrfr-.:ji |nln^cali ha fast fill ' -J 

nri — I ir" II r .1 III nnji iiiip 
Ana wi. cina abm^, but ^ Dcrlte Ml 
H(lKlairnaialblyikicGnb7<lJ~ ' ' 
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For peiuil of fau niUain fat bad u&n Ch| 
Sir Sttwud, quad Beryn, I oidiifkondvdi; 
TbeulenflhBfaiitcnfe;DaiwIa»iclitf| 
Thii I maj afcuooniellaDdaiifiRrallatRri 
leraunt,'iu(Hl(keAar!t<!i this snag &rrf 
SiihUiuHT miltheicnlidby the SoVartitf- 
Forhc is ri^Iu 1. wile nuD CO hrlp the ia ll^ 
irp arui the accnCoun qiwynllicti anooD;"^ 
HsDybald «u the GrA of ibcm eierichnaajl 
Andipin tDUilbiilalcwiih aprcuddiacd 

Berynsnii thcibnrgejrlcgiiaiopletlcfaftl 

for plcyini^ at dK>; &i roTorth at ia&, i 
Thurnugh vcrlaofmyn office, ihiElhidH 
Bcryn's fjve Ihippit, t»t w yi « Urp, T 




:OND TAt«. tft. Ht 

And to be in iofva her (hit raoie day; [wey 

So walkyng to (he flrondward we bargeynyd hy the 
Ttut 1 Ihuldhave ibe marcliandiTc chat ikryn with 

hyoi brought, 
Wherof I am teUd, at Tul fold and bau[;til, i^Cj 

In cotCDiiUBtc that 1 Oiuld his fhippis fill af^n 
Ofmy marchaDdi&, fuch ashetoforc h^foja 
Id myn own plafc, howfu lo or thre, 
Full of marchandife as they ntyght be ; 
And lunevirrcdyivhenfonerhewoll, S410 

Let bym go or fcndc, and charge hii Ibippis full 
Of fuch mu-chaodife a* he finditli tbcr«, 
For in fueh wordii we acordit were. 
Up rofe I burgeyfis, not tho that Tofe tofore, 
Butothir, and made Ebeniredy lo havefwore 1,1 1; 
That e»ery^wotd of Hanybald, fiom the begyiinyng 

Wufoth and cfcetrewe, and with their mende 
Full prell they wet to preve ; and fcyd they wer pre- 
At covenauni miking by God omnipntenc [fent 
IcIbillnatnede.quodGcfticy.whilsihatlhereflond, 
For I noil prereit my felf with my rijcht hoiide. 
For I bare been in four balcUii heretofore, 1411 
And thi) thall be ihe fife, and cberfor I am fvore.. 
Beholdith, and feilh, ard turnyd hym about ; 
The Ueward and the burgeyfe gamyd all about; iAiS 
The Romeyoibeld them ILill.Bodlanhghid but alitc. 
Wyih that cam the hlynd man hk taU \o «ti£At i 




'J'hat t'uH )iym grant wyiinvni; t!)!1i[ ut lie liaih 
lictynandhiscoiiijwnyflooiliiil nflr)'»yd [afervid. 
Jittwcnu hupc sii'l drcJr, richt in Kf;h Jiflrei, 1430 
Tur uf »'('le >'r ii»'ao ihi'y had 1111 rtkcrnci. 
U'^ryn. 'iiiml liiia blynd, thoujrhc 1 uiay oal fee 
(.(■•liil ncrc yii the bur, my comyug ii lor ihc, 
'I'li.u wr»ii^fii!Ucli ihow wiihnldiAniybothtDeyrn, 
■1 lie Willi 1 tr,kt the loi a Ijmt, and .[iiykUcli to me 
liijcn, U3S 

Ami [3I1C ilitni mc apcyr, j'our lovenaunt wai. 
JUryu, I i.ihc nu reward of othjr nienny} cafe, 
]:iit um:lM: ^fniyn ocn 1 ttui fluni memofl an hand. 
I'Jmv bliili.l 1)1^ God in hcven ihar brought the to (hit 

kitiiir 
For fi-.h (lur Ufl parrinp maitly bitir ttrii »440 

Hiiffl Ictctor thy liive, that romtjmtpartincrit 
01 w)unynj{ainl oililiiig were ycritfele, 
.\na v>ir'l fend the trcwe, lyi a> rlic ti.1) ihnn didiS 
Awcy wyih my tuu even thut [ [i>lie En thi! [flrle 
'I'n ft (he ircjp;tcurji jju y and their fotilte, 44 4J 
Asj'iftirdsy here in ihi* fime jilafe 
'I'ufore yew. Sir StcwiirJ, reiitclid ii it wan. 
lull trcw ia that byword, j1 ttmr hfirtiffiiili 
L,JUbo/tJi^j.^.J/n.«h:>o-,^.pii!l. 1449 

Scryn. by ihe I niecii, thoiiyh th.iw make ii Rraunge, 
I'orciiawkiiawiftirculy that I made no thaungc 
Cfmy gnc^c]'cn forcliyn [bat bidder were. 
V JiiTwiib Aoiie up butgcyfe fuur witnei to bcrc. 




Seryahe]dhjia(iyi\t*DiGtf[ieytptkanmn;US4 
Now of thy lewd CMnpteyul, and thy muM nii>on, 
liy my tiowith, quod Gefi'rey, i havegrtte meiviill, 
fur though thow baddifl eyen-fi^bt it Ihuld littU 

Thow Ihuldift E<Tit fire the hit , but the wori, in %, 
Foralthing may ha Ail) now for the in houTc and way, 
AitAj! thowhaddifl thyn cyeii tbou wold ill no couii- 
r:llSele; 2460 

1 know welc by thy CAnmy chy kynd wn M Itck : 
And eke it it thy proGte and thyn ek tICo 
Tobeblynil uthowut; far now whcifo thow go 
Thow hall-thy ly^vtode whUi thow art ajyye, za 64 
And yf thow mjrghlift fe thow ftiuUift-n«»ir thryvc. 
Al ihe houfe.throughout fave Beryn and hit ftrit 
Lawghid of CtSiey^ that wattron their lerii 
Ran down froiti their eycn farhiama&d wit. 
Wylhat can the w<iHBan, hirtungwasnitfclyt, 
Wych-lj hurgeylu>^Dd women aUbfele, i4'o 

Herquaidfortopreve.and Beryn roapelc, 
With a feir koa»e cllild yloke wy thin their im-.ys, 
Andganto telhercaleof wcongiaand of harmys. 
Aodilteof unkyndttei, untiowith/andfalfhedc, 
That Bcryn had ywiaughtle hir.that guyntlich from 

Anoon oppon her weildi ng,w hcnhe hit wyll haddoon , 
And brciiight bic wyth thyld, and le te hir ftt aloon 



XXt nym maKC aniciiais, ur aa icii c 
Wiiy hyni ought nat fynd, as map o 
Thcfe fiftenc burgeyfik quyklich al i 
And as fele wymcn as (lode by hir t 
Scyd that they were prcfent when tl 
And that every word that the woiq 
Was trew, and eke nervn had hir ft 
Henedicitef quod GefTrey, Beryn, ha 
Now have God my trowith the day 
I fliall truR the the les thow toldifi i 
As wele of thy wedding and of thy 
Go to, andkysthcmboth,thy wyfa 
Be thow nat afliamyd, for they both 
1'his wedding was right privy, bu 
Behold thy fane, it Icmith crope ov 



coKDTALi.En'i. a« 
YitforhiipareptyDCtopipeasdoilh smonfc Wd 
I woll hym leehe, and for to pike a Inayl out of hit 

AndtoberkaeilailJian tionnd, BiidfeT:Baiir,baw, 
i^nd turnroundahoulasacat doich wyihaHran, 
'^ndloblelea9doi[halhepc,indDeratdoilhaDhar9, 
And to tow ai doiih a caw ; and u myo oitd mrfis 
I wollchcrisOi hjra everyday for hie modin&kc : 
Andftaoti) (Uppe net the child, lohaviylaki:, 
A> (cmcd by biscountcDauncc, alcbou^ he thought 
natfot '3jl4 

But modi]- WBi nir nare, aod blenchid to and&o, 
And Icyd hirhond bemenc.andliJudfoinwbacwrctlt, 
And GcfTrey in pur math belhrenid them all both ; 
For bymyErawith.quoct Geffrey , we) mBfid is thy pan. 
Fori wollteehe thy fone the ciafiis that lean, 
l^tat he ID tynte to come m^ghc win hii lyvlode. 
To wei therfor angry ihow art terry wood, ftjii 
Ofhulbond, wyff, andfooe, by theTryoyte 
In'oiewLcb itthcwileHof ihimallihre. 
No, fathty, qaod the Uewaid ; it liiihaJl in thyooU 
Both wit and wyldDm^ and prefith by tjiy poll ; 
For all he that Geffi^ wordil fotiliy, a J l6 

The fleward and the burgcylii faeldic for (oly 
All that evir be feyd, and tokc it for good game, 
AndhadfoIllitillkiiowleEhhe wuGefireythehme. 
Beryn and hit company ftode fliU u ilone tf 30 
Betwcijc hcij>eanddrcde,di[iTuehowit.bvJA^Qoi,\, 



i-iavc 1 nat cniuurmid ytw now an 
That I yew wold help, and brjog t 
Yf ye coud plede as well as i full li 

' Pluk'up thy hert, quod (> cfircy, Be 

Leve thy blab lewd, quod fieryn tc 

i It doith no thing availl that forowc 

t !\ It is nat worth a ily al that thow'h: 

' I 
1 Have we nat els now for to think c 

SafiF here to jaogill ? Machyn rofe a 

And went to the barr, and gan to t 

lie was as fals as Judas, that fct ^'r 

Sir Steward, quod this Machyn, an 

Knowith welc how Mclan with pui 

And othir marchandife, feven ycrc 

Went toward Rome, and how thai 




:0»D TAtt, tf<. ut 
The knyf I know wel in owe ; alfo the man Aont here. 
And dwelliih in this town, ind is a cotelere. aj6l 
That made the faone knyf wyth hia too hondii. 
That wele I woot there is Doon like to Tech al CriDeii 
For 3 prccioofe llonyi been wythin the haft [londis; 
Pcrfefilich ycouchic, and focillich by daft *S^S 
Endeodlt in the haft, and that right coriouily, 
A faphir, and a falidone, and a rich ruby. 
The cotdcre cam lepeing forth with a bold there. 
And fey d to the lie ward that Machyn cold now here 
Every word is trew, fo heth the ftonyt fct ; %} ja 
I made [he Icoyf my felf, who myghc know it bet? 
Andtokethe knylTtD MaFhyn,aiidheniepay'dwelei 
So a Chii ftlon gilty ; there ii no more to tell. 
Up arofe baigeyfii by i by 3 by 4, 1,(74 

And Icy'd they wer prefem the fame tyme and hour 
When Machyn wept fore, and broDght hit fldir'i 

And gaf hym the fame knyff'oppon the fee flrond. 
SeththereaymopIeyntifiofrecordF 1578 

Quod Ge£ey to the fieward : and he ageynward ; 
Howlemeth the, Gylhochet,beth Cher naiinowghef 
Make thyn anfwer, Beryn, cale that tbow mdwe. 
Foe Don or othir thaw ronfi fey, alihongh it nat 

And but thow lefe or thow go methinkith grete mer- 
Bcryn goith to connfell and hi* company, [vaill. 
AndGcffi-i^-bodebehindeiotetaiwtMA.Vi-, "k^^^ 



VoT but I hym help he is clccu undc 

But I wo!l help hym al that lean, ani 

By my power and connyng, fo I am 

For 1 durft wage battell wyth yew 

ftrong, 

[ That my maiilcr i» in the trowith 

■ 1 For and we have lawe I nc hold vct 

* In yewr own fallhedc, fo he yce noi 

i "" Whcrfor yit or eve I (hal abate yew 

Thatlom of yew iliallbc right fcyu i 

'Iheburgcyfcf ^n toIawgh,andfcoi 

I Cfylhochet, quod Evaiider, and tho 

I Bryng it thus about it wtro a rcdy 

t } le is a n^ood fool, quod Hanyhald, 

To put hymfclf aloon in ftrccgith a 



Aai cksit were untcowith andckegretefya 
But eche of us that pleynhh myght fomwhae wyn. 
Hanyhild bote hii Uppia, and herd them both wele ; 
Towching; tbe marchandife a ulc I Iball yew tell. 
And eke make a vow, and hold my beheQ, a6l8 
That of ihe matchandife yewr part (hall be lett ; 
For I have made a bargeyn that may nat be undo ; 
I wall hold hit coienaunt and he Ihat myn alTo. 
Up roos quicUich the bnrgeyfe Syrophana ( 
H.tnybald, qnnd he, the Uw goith bynolaoyt, 
Bnt holtl ferth the flrejt irey, even at dolth a lyiM ; 
For ylQitday when Beryn with me did dyne atilj 
I was the firfi pErlbn that put hym in arell ; [hdl 
And foihe wold gb large ihmv baddid in charge and 
Torefe both Qiip acdgoodittil 1 were anfwerid; 
Then mufl [ firft be feirid, this knowilli al men 
yterld. i6if 

The woman ftode befldia, and cried wondir faft, 
Fui foth ii that byword, To fat inta amytb lafi 
Hi -am-fi hfirnid: and fo it faiilh by me : 
Yit nethirlea, SirStsward, 1 truK to yewr lesti. 
That knowith bell my ciufe and my trew enteiiE ; 
I axe yew no more but rightful jug^ent : 16 J5 
Let me hare part withothirCth he my hulbond, ii : 
Good Sir, bethariijd; I aie yew nat amyi. 
Tknilhey goD to Uryre, and wer of high mode 
For to depart emoag them othit menoyt good, 
Wher they tofore had nerir propettt, ■»&»{* 

HcnetiriiaM theteaftiiby 4iiota'At<^'iis.\ 



.VLUCUAN I's CCCOND TALE, ^.-. 

id otliir caufc thenthcv had tho. 
at counfcU, his hert was full woo, 
:yny fory, diflraht, and al amayidc, 
cy Icvid noon othir but Geffrey had be* 
ayide; 1645 

was fo Ions: thcv ccud no mancr rcdc, 
I by hymfclf witihed he had be dede. 
1 God ! they fcyd, I trow tofore this day 
gretter trtfon, fere, nc affray, 4649 

onto mankind then cow is to us here, 
icli by this Gcifrey with his fotil chcrc ; 
he made it he wold U6 help eehone, 
re be yniyryd he ietlth us fit aicron. 
, quod Bcryn, be as it be may ; 
ifwer ncdc, thcr is noon othir way; 2655 
)r let mc know your wit and your counfaile. 
, and wrong their hondis, and gan to wailie 
:hat they wcr bore, and (bortly of the ly vc 
id that they wcr. With that came Geffrey 
ni towards, and began to fmyle. [blive, 
Geffrey wher he had be al the 'while \ 
y oppon us, and help us as thow hight. 
jrow right wele through grace of Godd*is 
igbt ; 2663 

;ell yow tiding of their govemauncc. 
inaltercatiouneaudflryfiopoynttoprannce 
your goodifi, and levith verrily v 

r in\poffibill ytw to remedy ; 




fiui thuli liigh pride anil their prcrumpciouiic 
Slia! be yit orevr;ih«ircnnfuliuune; 
And lo make amendis «ch man for hi< pleynt, if 
JLecfc ther'for your good aTirehoWihey migliC 

The Romcynsltode Aill, as who had Oior their be 
In fcith, quod Beryn, we can notnuierrcdc, 
]iut in God anrt yew wc fuliniit in all, 
Body, lyf, and goodii, to ftondortafall, it 

.4nd ncvir for id Ira vera o word that ihow feylli 
. Help U9, good Cclfrey, a> wcle at th<iu mayll. 
Dcperdeux ! quod Geffrey, and I wall do me peyc 
'J'o helpyow at my caonyug woll &ciich and ate^ 
The Kumeyniwcnttobarr, and UcJTrey altoforc 
With a nice cuuotcDaunee, barefote, and to tore, 
I'leying wtlh a yerd he bare in hi) haiide, 36 
And wai evit wifllyng at every paTc comaundc. 
'I'hc Aeward and the burgeyfit liidganie inowghe 
OfGtffrey'inniceiomTno.andhertlichlowghc; 
Andechemanfcyd, Gyihaehet.comnerr:; t£ 
TliDW an ri^ht wilcnmc, fnr thow miklfi D> chei 
The fiime welconi, qu^ UelFrey, that yeewolliu 
Full oppnn ye«r hedii, I pray tn Gnd, and wen. 
They held hym for a »erry fole, but he held Ihi 




fntiihnow, quod Cc0k7i lod let mifcc pd< ; 
:f ni]rnhi> Mil of jipii tjrmc i* nixi' to tele, 
inilfpekc »f (ilhirmKcrllat wctiavt lotloon, 
I'oTRnd wchcwunptnjr miner ftone *^S 

WrklinwwcIcinfcncyiiV'hitpiriJnnweAiuIliiiei 
'i lie more n nut ncile n* loifefcnd and {17c. 
My mintr h«h be M ciiunfell, aod fal iTiGd it 
That I niall hate the w<irdja,r|<cLe ( weleormyi; 
Whirl'ir, NirKtcwuJ, andycbutfcyGiall, tjCM 
tiitiilhvpTvlii.iui'iviritUbiiit.laravtittuT'uihurBiJ 
l''ir and yciloiKUntrcwly, or ikiunedy wrong, [lkU( 
Yi' Aull l>c Mfourniyd, be ye nevir Co ftiong, 17C3 
(If cwry jwyttl tnU injury, and thit in grdc hide, 
I'lir lio it tut uiihiiowe tu >ii ihst may yow clialte : 
lluldrnrthlhe ri|>hl wey, ind liy no Ikle Unyh 
AinlutiiwchinKllicfirft pleyn<ir.Syro)Aanei, 
'I'lint |))E)rdwii)i my mailer yilLinUy It chei, Ijcf 
y\iid nikdv > iprti-yn covniautita, who that hid tb 
tiilliuliiAjtamc, ilthauKbe I wcr 11 at there, [vie 
ilhulil >lii Ihr tmlir'a biiUlinjc, vrhatfvcviTil wer. 
Or dryiikiillilic watlrthjt fakwi:rlnlhefee; 
'I'liiu t Iniwr, Kir Ktcwird, yc woll record the pie, 
And yf I liavc yraiflid In littir or in word 
'J 'he la we, Will I lie rewlidaftiryewr record; 1 
Tor wr Ire fill ivlfid in thit wife in anfwere. 
Kvnndrr the flcwanl, and ul nirn ihat wer then 
lint iiirrvil miirhof (Irffipy, that Ipak fo rcdel' 
Whiifc WfirJii loforc ftmy.l il foly, 



anJ Kui furtudrcde, z;iJ 



And Vict >llunycd clc 

Aiidcv'ty mau lyl ulliir IrnyJ Willi hia Iwdc, 

And I'cf d bi npwrccd llie C4lc riKlit fanuilljr 



Hit 



lufuJi: 






lUfcly, 



i'ur he Iimh but yi Jj>id u> uid rci'riijrdlicri'ioforc. 
And wt have hold l.yi» > lolc, but wc l>v WlIii.occ. 
'I'humhcy findiiduii UcfTny, uidLiu|[liid ihurii'.'it 
ndURht. ijjCi 

When UifTrey tuti aTpicd they wer in fuch tbiiUj;lii, 
Aiiil [heir licrtii trubel d, pciifyf, und uiuyL-d, 
Ityin iyll to dry vc in htt rlien<yl,lill iluy were I'ully 
SijVitcii .Sir>, he fcyd, lilli ihiii ic la ii [rluyid. 

Th;il ill rcp<i>liiit(iiluiirple yc lyud uolliing amvK, 
At pnivilh wcic yitwr (ciknn,, ckc ye wilhlvyili tiAt 
O wnrd o( ijur t^le. liui clcne wiiliout I'li'it, 17 J.; 
Thtii to our aofwer I prey yow tike hede. 
Far vie wulfcy aJ the iruwiih [i)(hl as it i>in dcilc; 
Fur [hi« t' tilth and cerun. i[ may nu be wilhlcyd, 
Tiist Ueryii thai licic llmnliih wanlhutuviqilciil 
lu the lalltr'inie when wa);ir wih ujion i 
But that wathiti'ulTerauDcr, *<. ye Ihull hcTeannin, 

Can (iley bi'iit at cbii then my mallirciii; 

Nt^ bet rhen 1, ihriu^^h 1 ii ley, can nat half fo m'lch-. 

N<>wh<.»licl>>flilbyhi-»ylJthc«ulclwullirJ,L; 

fur yc wniii and *tc(i (hat yc liad byni . ngyn. d. 

Bm ye HiuI ftle in eviry vi-jn that yt bt uinlirii.iiii.-J. 



254 TVt Jf l&CBA«T*i SECOND TJlLB, ^e. 

Aod ybrought tt groiiBd, aod cIm ofirmrfA 174 
And ageoft the firft that Bcryn b acufid 
Herith now eotcocyilkh. When we wcr oa tkc Um 
Such a temped on as fill that noon myghc othir fe. 
Of thundir, wynd, and lightenynf , and Aennfi tbi 
Fiftenedayisdoringthetcnipeftwas lb lbmig[aaiooj 
''J'hat eche map tUl othir began hym for to ^atym^ 
And made their avowis, yf they myght ba«« the lyv* 
Som to it the fepnlktr, and fom to othir plaic, 175 
1*0 fccb holy (ejmcMfor help and for grace; 
ijom to fail and do pennannce, and fom do alinyidedi 
l*yl at lad, as Ood wold, a voile to us feyd. 
In our moft turmrnt, and defperat of mynd« 
That y f we wold be lavid my maifter nnift hyn byn 
Be faith and eke be tow, when he cam to load, 176 
1*0 drink al the ialc wattr within the fee ftrond. 
Without drinking eny ibpe of the fretfli watir ; [nci 
And taught hym al the fotilte how and in what mi 
That he ihuKi wirck by cngyne and by« fotill chani 
'Yo drink all the fait watir and havehymfelf no ham 
But (lop the frelh rivers by every cod fide, 27^ 
1'hat they entir nat in the fe thorough the world wydi 
1 he voife we herd but naught we iaw( (b wer oa 

witta ravid, 
1'or tlii* wa« end fyoally, y f we lufi be favid. »7f 
Whcr'forniy mafterBcryn,whenhecam tothitperf 
To hii avow andpromys he made hitfira wfort, 




TBI M1(C«*HT*(IIC0VB TALI, tg-t. »JJ 

Or dwt be wald bergeyncoy mantundirc, 
AihI Ti^t di^cb cheTc marchuidii in the fame wife 
That ma^n their »awi> in fiTing of their lyv'iii 
They oampleiyn their pilgrcmigii or ihey le their 
wy»i«, «77J 

Somowe -ye ondirflMd tb*t my liufler Brryn 
OffrewillfruymMid, u he that wa< a pilgtym, 
Andmy^bt attpcrfMrmbyitanythiiwruKlpait 
His wnAi ud fai> heft irytfaiiiit i%fat fbtil nt. 
Without help and ftrengithaf miaymennyaoiyitht. 
Sir Steward, and Sir BuiKcyfo, if we Oiiil have tighc 
Sirophancaniuft da eoA led ■lentiirc 9781 

To'SopalthcfreDiryvert into ihe Tee thai entir. 
Tor Bnyn it redy in il thing bym (o qoyte, 
SohebeiridefiuCe muA pay forthe wite. 
Eith ye been wire a] whit nede it much claUr ? 
Therwas no covenaunte them bctweoe to drink tnSk 
witir. (jgy 

When Sirophanea had yherd al Oeffrey'i til« 
He ftode al ^aiilhid, with Doloar wan and pale, 
And lokid oppan the fUwatd with a rewfol chere. 
And unoihirfraadfliipandiieygfaboan he had there. 
And preyd (hem of couardl the anrwere to reply. 
Thefe Romcynii^uod the Aeward, been wondirfcly. 
And ^e right ymmagycyf, md of futil art. 
That lamingreteduwiehowyedhnldapart ^jgs 
Wiihont harm in oon Gde : onrlawiaiWcUthant^Nft^ 
h CO pay dimagia, and e^ aUo the t^^ 




Ol every paity plmi^fihal fiillitbin hi^plcynt: ' 
Ln hymgoquyt 1 counfelJ, yf ii in;iy fo bcqucynti 
I aicrTcil. quod Sir oplianci. of their fotilie, !«< O 
'Sut lith Ibai it (a itondith, and may dood othit be, 
I ilo wol] be counfirll, and grauntid Hayn qiiyce 
Lilt Uilfrey thonghl anothir, and without rcfpite, 
Sira, befcyd, men'ettthwcle that yewal do ut right, 
Andfoye mullnedii, and fayehairnihighle; 
j^nd thcrlore, Sir Steward, yc occupy our plafe. 
And ye knuw wele ntiat law wol in this ealc ; tioj 
MynuQiriircdy Co pc rfourm his avow. 
But nalbrkfs, quod the Dewaid, I cannat wete how 
'i'o Ao)i all the irdh watir wete poOibilite. isio 
yi>, in loth, quod GcfTrey, who had of gold pieuta 
Annian coudwilband itmyght well be do: 
l^iil tKal it oat our defaute, he hath do trefbur to. 
I.el hytn ftotoia haile, or And uifuerte iNt4 

'I'd make amcndis to Beryn far hi< iniqaitc, [oune. 
Wrorjt, and harm, aiiil trefpai, and undewe weiaci- 
Loll otlale, aod marchajidife, difefe, and ttibulaci- 

That we have fuftenyd thorough biiiniquite. 
Wbul laylith it to lary u> ■' for though ye fiiCilprj 
Wc Ihull h»e rcfon wher ye wol or no, iHia 

So woll we thai ye knowe what that we woll da; 
In [<:neD full av.lid to Hope for to pale, 
AuddicUie every poyat, tlic moic and eke ibe Me, 



rat MIieEAIIT'l lICORDTAtt, (A. 1st 
Thatof ymropynoTourt hxth plt^n cotrefiiDDne, 
Aiul igeynibi>jugemeDliin(xmpn>ufiiaiiiK: 
He iiyewrlordriiU, uidloTereniiig^aiidleJe, 
llut aqdycwerk HI my pojmt to bjin liitti oat apcle. 
So when the (lewardliiil jherd, tncltlaeburgeyfii allc. 
How Geffref had yOeryd, that went fo nighe ihe g*] 1 , 
Whal for fhaine, and drcdt of more hum, Mid tt- 
preffe, 4830 

Thcf made Sirophana. wecr hym loath or leffe. 
To cake Beryn gage, and plegg find alfo, 
To by de the ward and] agement of that he bad myfdo . 
Noir ferthermorc, quod Geffrey, fich that it fb ii 
That of the firft pl(7i]tyf we ha*e fikernn, atj j 
Now to the Muchant we mull cedii snfwere. 
That bergeyned with Berya al that hii Ibippii here. 
In covctiaonte cbal be IhnldhulhippuGUageyD 
Of othir muxhaQdiTe that be tufore bad fejD 
la Hapybald'ii plafe, howGi to or thre, 984* 

Full of marchandire u they mi^t be [ 
Let ui pat thidir, yf eny thing be there 
At our lull and liking, 11 they accordit wen. 
1 graantwele,qiiDdKai]ybald,tbawaxiIlbDlri^e; 
UparofetheTeliutgeySijTbowaiillbut righl.a845 
The fleward and hii comperis entrid firfi the howfe. 
And faw Dolhiag wicbiti, flraw, ne leff, uc mowle, 
Savetymbir,aDdthet^efianyi,andibe wallia white. 
J trow, qaoi the Aeward, the wjwiym ^•ii'^'W*- 



f 



-A*? fonc a? they were c«ic. . 

1 or imift ot their herr, but. a< tofore infe 
'J lit* howfc wa« clecn yfwcpt; then Geffi 
'i'o help y£ he coud. Let me aloon, quod 
Vit ftiul they have the wers as fotil as th< 
J:)vander the fleward in the mene while 
i^'i-ak to the burgeyfe, and began to fmyl 
'i'iiougli Sirophanes be yhold thes Ror 

curs, 
Yir I trow that Hanybald woll put hyir 
Tor I am fuyr and certeyn within they 
What fey ye be my pleynt. Sirs, quod t 
I'<'r 1 make a vow I woll nevir cefe 
Tyl Syrophanes have of I'ervn a pleyr 
And to make hym quyte of hin fuhmif 

— ♦- nf hi^ contritio 




But evir prcyd Geffrey to help jf he coud ought. 
IwoU nat faill, quod GciTrcj, sod wu Cofore be- 
Ot too botirfliii, as while ai eny faone ; [thought 
He lete them See within the houfe, that aflir oa the 

They rievid wonder fad, a: ihelrkynd woH, a88o 
Aflirthcy hid flew to [eft anochir pull. 
When Geffrey faw the botirfliii cleTin;; on the wall 
The llewird and the hurgcyfe in he gan c»ll [ 
Lo'. Sir>; hefayd, whofo evir repent. 
We have chofe niarchandife moll to our talent tSSj 
Thatwefyndherein. Behold, Sir Hanybal, 
Theyondirbotirfliiilhat ctevichon the wall; 
Of fuchyemud fill our fhippiial fy»e. 
Plukup thyhect Bcryn, forthowmuft nediithryve; 
Fot when we out of Rome in mvchantfarc went. 
To purcliife boiiifliis wai our moft entertt ; aSjI 
Yit woll [ tell the caufe efpeclal and why: 
There is a leehe in Room that hath ymade a cry 
To make ao oyntirnienl to cure all tho ben biynite, 
AndalmancrinfirmyteeEthalgrowithitimankynde. 
Theday iilhort; the work i& long ; SirHanyball, ye 
mut hy. 1S96 

When Hanybald herd this tale he feyd pryvcly 
In counfcll to the (lewird ; In folh I have the wen, 
ForlamrikirbythispleyHtihiElhallllitilpura. iSqq 
So me remeih. qatid the ftewat A, Iot \ti ■&« ""^^^ 
50 many botirfliit wold nat \x Invoin ^jwm* 



The burj^eyfis everichone, that wen 
Wert aooyid fore when they herd o 
Geffrey with his wifdom held them 1 
That they were acombrit in their in 
When Hanybtld with his freodis h 

niatere 
They dro w them towards Beryn, Mxk 
Oonly for botirfiiis ye com fro your < 
And we you tell in fikirnes and opoc 
That fo many botirflyei we flial ncv; 
Wherefore we be arifid othirwife to 
That Hanybald fliall relefe his coven 
And dely ver the g^ood ifceyn that fn 
And wexe you no mere, but let you gi 
Nay foribth, quod Oefirey, us nedith 
Ye (hull hold our corenaunt and we 
For we (hull have rcfon wher ye wol 
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THI HIKCHANt's IICOKD TAIE, (TV. 3$I 

On Bcrynhc hjth furmylid, atpreviih bj hiiplee. 
And thai ye (hull apynlich knew vtele and fee; 
For 01 1 undirflodc hyni he feyd that fele ycrii 
Bcryn, that here (londiih, and he were pertynerii 
Of wynnyng andof Jefyng, aameo il ufe anddoith. 
And that they chaungit eyen, and yit thisisfothe: 
But the caufe of chaunging yit it to yow onknow, 
Wher'fore I woll declare it both to high and lowe. 
In thai fame tyme ihat thit burgcyfe blynd, 1938 
And my mailer Beryn, as fall ai feith might hynde. 
Were marrhaundis in eomyn of al that they myght 
SalTof lyfand lym, andof dtdely fyn, [wyn, 

Ther fill in tho marchi! of al thing fuch a derth 
That joy, comfort, and fola», and al maner myrlh. 
Was eiilid clccn, faff oonly moleflatioune. 
That abood cotitinuci — dtfpcratioune ! 1945 

So when that the pepil wet in moll myfcheiTe 
God that is above, that al thing doilhrelcvc, 
Gent them fodi plente uf mony, fruyte. and eom, 
Wicb tumid al to joy their mournyng al 10 forn ; 
Then gaf they them to mirth, rewl, pley, and fonf, 
Atidthankid God above eirir more among i9jf 
Of their rctevacioune from woo iatogtadnei. 
For Aflirfiur ■ab^.fu lUucBmilii- ftifiat mt.. 
So in the tneen while of ihisprofperite 
Thcr cam fuch a pteyer into the lame coiilte 1955 
That nt^sir thertofore was feyn fuch anothir, 
Tiiat wele WM the cietaie Lbat born wu o(bi< modir 



=6j 

Tint myght retheinirthiioftbiiji^cloBn, 

T ■■•' the worM wide tho dayii helwMdie 

rh'Clet ot hymfdftheftDreufi baton 
Yi he had not fey hi«ni)rnhiittn4hi4-jan». 
Si .'ppon 1 tyme thin pleyet did (irodamc 
rh^t ul nianerc of-pepill hii pleyiswuld fc 
flhuM<:i)m oppon leeneti dey to Hie gfde c 
'Ih™ among ottir my natter bete, fictyn, 
And ihii fame biyad, ctut ptcdith nowwhl 
Ma:i; a certsn CD«ensi.'nt thuthcy ntddfe 
'rhc mirvellis of Chii pleyer lod h» fetilte : 
Eouh^t fnr hcteciTfumtr, rrc, andfebilnet 
And .■'.:<-. Mo the lon|; way, ihii hlynd (ni v 
Fill llindotm totheLTth;ofijteiiCJnyjhl 
Wh:r'fi)r my niBflCT Ueryti inheit-ffBifuU 
An^' fiyd, Myfrende, faownawf mow-ycl 
N'l, lu- f.yd, byhym th»tfirftm>dB.in«i 
AiilI •)■•! 1 hodleiirrU God my fauie fkre, 
St ihcswnndtrpleyistben all tlie ^aod l-fa) 
I caiinat eli, qund Biryn, buc yf it nlly mt 
Bnr thjt ye iuid 1 mot relonro age 
Afrlrys be rcfrclhid of yauriiTeTyne>, 

Th, n Tr yd thii blynd, I im aviSd b«; 

Heiyn. yc Qiuliweiidthidir withonteiiflc 
Ajidhiivi myn eyenwiiU-yeii chat dirythe 
A.r,<ll u-ullh*vtyeuistYV\')t«in«wet. 




Thus waa ttieir coven auntmada, ai I (n yowteporT, 
For ere of chit blynd, and moil Air hi: comfurt. 
But woihh wele the whole feience of a)! {argiTj 
WaiaaydorthechaungewuinadEofbotheye 39S9 
WiihmsDyfutilleachantDiiiiaBdehen ygnoianc era. 
Thai Cent were for the noayi na(lri» and fcokri^. 
So when all was complete my maUtr went hit wcy 
With ihii raann'y. eyen and hw all the pley, 
And hafUy retouraed into [hat plafe age, i9'jt 

And fond thi« blyod Techlng on faundis and on tne, 
Grafpui|[allabautEtafyncI 'hat he had lure, 
Bcryn hiihoth eyeathit he had tofore. 
But as fane at Ueryn had pteyn hnirwleche I99S 

That his eyen were ylolt.unncth he mycht arechc 
O word, fur pure an{!uyfh (hathetokerodcnly, 
Aod frem that day till now iie myght he neiir fpf - 
This man in no plafeiherlan wasymevid; 
But now in hiiprtrcBce the folh ia fnll yprcTid, 
I'hat hcQiall make amendisofhehena pas 
Right a> the la we wul demc, rthir mnre nr las; 3CO5 
Formy mafii'iseyen wtre bMJr and more clcre 
Then ihefe that he bath nnwlo-fe both ferandnEre ; 
So wold he have hi 9 own, that proper were of hynd. 
For be iieyir redy to tate to the blynde jcoj 

The eyen that he had ofhym, aatoTeniunt wsi. 
So he woU do the (amc. Now, Sonrcna, in this caFe 
Yc mut takehede for to deme right, 
fer it wer no refon my ma^w■ftv^i4VSt\;w^^^ 
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far hii trcw htrt and hit gentilnct. 
IJeryn, qw^ tht blind, iba ! woll (be relrfc 3CI5 
My quuuU and mj caufe, ind fill fro my pleynt. 
Thow mul ncde, quod Gcfiiey. for ihow irt Ueirat, 
So mut tliuw proBr gige, and biHowii tjod lila. 
Tor to make amendia, an othir have jda. JC19 

SirSteward.duu'Un, lichwcdeljre but right: 
A> wc been pcfe narcluDdi* u> longith ual to fight, 
Hut picyn u) tn ihc lav, yf fo we be agrcvi^ 
Anoan upon ihat Geffrey thcfe wordii had ymCf id 
The lilf ad min fiiod borowia for all hiimalelalent, 
Andwereycncridiothe cotinlo bydethe pug^mcnt; 
For thoughe that he blyode were jit kid he good 

plenlc, 3016 

And more wuld have wonnt tbrnugh hii iniquice. 
Hoti heriih. Sirs, quod Geffrej; thie pUyDiifs been 

afliirid; 
Andaiancolttheferch (his wemM hath areiid, sotf 
That plcyniihhcre od Bcry n, and ley tb Qie ivhit "T'Ct 
And that Ihe bach many a dey led a pcyDoui lyfe, 
Andmuehf»row<nduridhib child tu fuftene. 
And al it luth and ttew. Now liftlitfallich to demc 
Whether oflhemboch Hull Dihir obey, 31 34 

And fuluwc will and lultii, ^ir -Steward, yt mul fey. 
And iheiewiih CttTiey lolLid iCde oD thti woman 
.HoH Ibe chjuDgit colouri, pile and ike wan. 
All for nought, quod Giffrcy, fur yt mul with uig«i 
And endure wi|hyoui hufbond both wclcandw««: 




Tut uiicbawt'i tteoma taii, Vt. oAs 
AoA Wold have take her by the hond, but the awejr 
didbrEyde, 3040 

And with I grete fighing thefe wordU fte kfi ; 
That agcyns Bciyti Ibt woid plede no mare. 
But gagid with too barowii, ss othir had do ttiforc 
The &ewnA [m k OiU ai who had Ihor hii hi^. 
And Cpecially the pleyntifa were in iniichdrcdo: 3C4J 
Gefirey fct his wardit in fuch nianer nife 
Thj vele chEy wift they myghtnuJcapciBIIOvifc 
Wichout IdTi of i^odii for damage and for coft, 
For fuch w er (heir U wis n4ier pleyuiitwei yloft. 3 04 9 
Geffrey hid full perfEyic of tbEir cDcombirnMnt, 
And eke he nu in certcn that tbe jugement 
Shuldpafwith hiimadir; whafoi'he aoooD, 
Soveren Sin, hcfeyd,yi[ mail we fETthir goon, [hh 
And anfwere to (his Machyn, that Teitli the )aahu 
That found was on Beryn; lher'ofhefeiihnatani7>; 
And for more prefe health in ihiimanere 30j6 
That here ftondich rrefeni the fame cotelerfe 
That the knyfe mide, and the prccictua ftooyi thee 
Within the haft been coilchid, that in Cryllyaaite, 
Thonghe men wold of purpofc makeferch and (ecbe, 
Men Ihuld nat f jud in al thing a knyfe that were it 
lithe; 3C6I 

And more opynprefe than mano'yi own knowJeche 
Men of lanncclErkiaconnBttellDC teche. 
Now Hth we bt in this maoerc thus feifoith ago, [tn 
Then were fptdfull for to knowhow Berjo earn fiift 
FelMKi VJ, Z 







Hare poETcffionne of the hnjlt thit Muhfn (citb i«. 

his: 3c66 

To yew unkoowe I fliall enfoarm ihe trowith U it il. 
Now 7 ycre and paGid, opon aTitjfdaj 
Id the Pafriauii--neek, when men levea pley, 
And ufs Dioredevocioune, faQyng, and preyer, 30 ;o 
Then in othir tyme or fefon of the yere, 
This Beryn'sbdirerlich woUanTe, 
Andbarafotc go to chirch to Godd'ii fein'fe. 
And Uy hymfolf aloon fnrmhitown wyfe, 3074 
la rererence of the cyme, and mending of hiilyfel 
So on the Tune Tuyfday chat I toforc ncmpt [went, 
Thi) Beryn roTe and rayd hym, and to the chirch 
AcdmerTelid in hisherthlsfadir wasnat thcte, 
And homward went ageyn with drede and eke fcre. 
Into hit fadir'i chambir fodcnlich he rakid, 3080 
And fond hym ligg (Ian dede oppon the llraw al na> 
And the clochin halid from the bed aney. [kid. 

Out, alaiiqiiodSiryn, thateiir Ifaw thiidey! 
TTie-meyne herd the noife, how Brryn tried alu. 
And cam into the chambir al that therein wa>i ^dj 
But the dole, and the fornne, andanguylh, thaiwu 
It Taylilh nar at this tymc to declare it here; [there 
But Brryn had muit of all, have ye no doute • 
And anoon they ferchid the body al aboute, jrtf 
And fond thi« fame knyfe, the poynt right K his htrt 
0/ Reryn'i fadir, whofe teresgan outftert 
When he diowgh out rhi: knyfe ofjiii^fidir'a wound) 
Then Uaadedg I b\r hym fail down to the gioond 




Id fight nf the moft put that hah with hym Sowe 

here, 3^94 

AndlheyafTcrmydiirarrothiU Geffrey diti ihem Icte : 
And yic hid I nevir furpcdoun from that day t^U 

Who dcd that curfed dede, lyll Machyo with hi* 
Afure yew haih knowiechid chat the hnyfc ii tut; 
So mul he nedit anfwer for his deth ywii. 
When Michyn had *herd aU Geffiey'ittale jico 
He rofe of bench (odcnly with colour wan aad pale. 
And Teyd onto Berya. ^ir, agcyn the 
[ woll plete no mote, for it wer gret pete 
TDCombiryewwithaSionsthatbethofnnbiltkynde. 
Graunc mercy! Sir.qiioil Geffrey i bat yit ye ihuUfynde 
Borowii or ye pis, amendia for to malie 3 106 

For our undswe veiacioune, and gage ajfo na tako 
In figti of fubtnylTiDune for your injury. 
As iaw woll and rcfon, for we woll uttirly 
I'rocede tfll we have jugetnent finalli 31 lO 

And ther'for, Sir Steward, what that eiir fall 



Delay U! 



jugemen 



othir but we be fullich beat 
To Ifope for to wend, and in hit high pretence 
Rtherce alourplccn, and have hiifentence; 3 115 
Tiicn IhuU ye make fynys, and highlich be agmid. 
And as font at the fleward herd thei notdis mcvid, 
R-fon, ryifht. and law, feyd the fteward tho. 
Ye mut ncdit have nrher I wolt 01 do ; 
Zij 
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And to prt*e my fnU wyll, or we feither goon 
Quicklich lie cammiundll, and rparidDCvir oc 
i* burgeyCs in law bed flcrid, 
Kih crfyng Lh cm die plus, and iia w GcSnj aof 
An J on lyf iiiJ lym, and lorieioT otgaod', 
Aoilai tbty *olU nat lefe (be baU nithin their 
Tadnn B-part togidir, and by their ail afleui 
Spare no man an lyre to jtyte trew jug^enC. 
And when the* 14 burgeyfii bad yberd 
The charge of the flcwud, Hgbt lore they .wei 
Tolelc [bur own ly«iibut they denied trowitfa 
And eke <:! ibcir ncybourt ihcy had grete row 
For tbey pufeyrid clcrclich in the plee ifarong 
llieir bendii bad the wars fide, thcr'oC they J 

do lit. 
And yf we denie ticwiy they woll be lore ano' 
Yit it iii bclir then we be fliamyd and diih-oyid 
And anooD they wer acordit, uid feyd wilb & 
Anddemcdeicry picynCif ID make afretefyi 
With Deryniand bymfabmyt hsolieb to his f 
llody, gaud, and cateli.for wrong and their tu 
So fetJutth, lyll at Uft it was to haul ybore 
That Beryn had ihc doubill good that lie had 
And wyth joy lad myitb, wydi all hltatmpa 
He droDgbe bym to hi« fhippit ward wyth fv 

melody. 
Theniwardandtheburgcyfc Cram the court 1 
lata their owo plads, and evir u they went 




They tilkidoftlic Romtym.howfotili theTw" 
Tu aray hyni like a fol* that for them ibuld aniwer. 
What vyiiih i[, quud HanybalJ, to angir or to cunf 
And yll I am in cctli n I Aiall [ait the wen 
All ihc dayis of my lyfe for tliia day'ij pleding, 31 SO 
Anil fo dial al the rcinnaunt; and 1 heir hiMidiswtyng, 
Biiih Syriiphano. ind the biynd. the woman, and 
And be bee aviCd ei they cftfunp pleyne, [Machyn, 
And aloihirperfonyswythyn this cete 3ii4 

Mcll the Ics wyth Romeyns whilsthey here be; 
I'or Tnch anniliit fole was nevir yit yborn, 
r-ir lit did naught (lli» hut e.!r with usfcorn 
I'yll he had ui cauKh: even by the Jbyn 
With hlK roclll wiKis in our own grcne. 
tJflw wull 1 fi^touin tn Ueryn aEcyn, 3160 

That lif hit i^etclukir in hrrt was right feyae. 
And fa was all hismeyne. aitheni ought wele. 
That they wLrfo delyverid from lurment like to hell, 
i\ik1 iT'^ciufly relcvid oui of thcr grete myfchef, 
4;id yfrt above in eiinifarl and bouchef. 3>6f 

Muvv in foth, quxd Utryn, it may nat be denied 
N'ad Ci'lTrcy and hh wici be we had be diflroyid: 
fihankid be Aimynhty God omnipotent 
I'liit S:>r our confobciouuc Geffrey tn ua fcDt I 
And in protell apynly, here among yew alle, 31 70 
lljlfmygnod, whiU that I lyve,whateiir me befall, 



I graunt it here to CiefTrey, to gye or 1 



ifeU, 



ind HE 



to put from me, y f it wer hii wyl. 



I. 



I 



It ihall be do, qaod Bcryn, and 
Deperdeuz ! quod Geffrey, ther 
He rayid hym othirwiTc ; and v 
Tliey went to the dyner the ho 
With pipis and wy th trompis, 3 
And in the myddis of their met 
Maidens freih atirid as myght 1 
Com from the Onke Ifope, lord 
Everich wyth a preiient, and th 
The firil bare a cup of gold, anc 
So coronie and ib nobiil that I c 
The fecond brought a fwerd yfl 
Ifretid all with perelis orient ac 
The third had a mantell of iofti 
The uttir part of purpill, yfurri 
j r The ferth a cloth of gold, a woi 

I'hat nerir man tofore faw doi 




They knelid adown ecbone right [ofore Bnyn ;[ffiie i 
The firQ did the mcOage, chat uught wu wel and 
Ifope, Ihe feyd, Sir Bcryn, that ia oar lord riill. 
And gnciih yew.iiid liEDdithyewtfade prefcntii ril. 
And joy hith of jewr wiHom Mid of y«wr gam- 

naunce, 3»ofi 

And prcyd you to cnm mnd hiTcwtth hym pU^nce 
Tnmorowe, and fc hiipaljfe, andtofportyoalkere. 
Tee and all yourcotnpany.Beryn made noon ufwere. 
But lat Qyll, and beheld the women and the fondi) ; 
Aitd iftlrwatd iTilely the fwerd 6rtt he bondi* 
And cammiundii therewith all the wymmen wasfh 

and Tit, Jll» 

And pry vdicb diarg;it officen that vith al cbeii wit 
Tofcrre them of the bell, and make tbem faertlydiCTe 
Refleyring al the prefcntia in worihipfnl miacK. 
i cannat wele txprefs the joy thai they had, 
£ut I fuppoTetoEore that day that they were nil foglad 
That they wer fa afcapid fotluoe and myfchefe. 
And ihonkid God above that al thing doith rckfi: i 
For A/lir aj/ly ilnJh tin- icmilt a tlirfamt, jatO 
San/iir ialr cumylt iclc,vbaCo bydccoDiM. [mete 
The jny and nobley that they had whili they wer tl 
It vaylith nalat this tymether'otloogtotretei 
But Geffrey Tat With BelyD, a* he had ferrid wele | 
Their hedik they leyd togidir, and begoD to tell 
In what miner the wymeo IbDidbeanfwered. Jtld 
CeSre; cvii niCd Bcrya thei'of he letyd. 






i 



Unto the worthy I'^rdfhip of Ifopc, tl 
To me that am unworthy, fave of his 
And thank hym of his gyfti<; as yc en 
To morow I w^oll be redy his htfl to i 
With this [ have fuvc condit 1 may cc 
For me and al my feltfhip faff to com 
Trufting in his difcn-ciount: that thou 
He wol nat be difj^I-. fid ; for in my co 
It hath evir be the cudom, and is intc 
That yf a lord riall dtrilrith fur to fee 
Kny maner perfone that Ts of las deprt 
Er heapproche hi« prcfcnce he wol ha 
A faff condit cnfelid, or els fom othir 
That he may com and pas without di; 
l^hroughout all our marchis it is tlie c 
7'hes wymmen tokc their leve withoi 
Rcpeyrlnp^ onto Hope, and al as it wa 




Afore il othlrprerentU, he detn«d b hy* miade 
That fieryn watycom of fomDobillkyDiU. [futjete; 

ThenyghcwupiQ; iticmoromcun; iropchadoU 
Hechargit hajoQi twelfwiihUerynfortomete 
I'ocoDdhym (affandhia tncyuei and a] perfourmyd 

Thre dayls (her ttiey fportid hymin mytth ud folai. 
That throufilic the w ife ioUrudionae of Oefircy Dygbt 
Beryo ple&d Ifupe with wordia al to pay, [aaddcy 
Andhadhym To iaport and in goveniauDU 
Of all hoiicfl myilhii and witty daliaunce, 3 t6j 

That Ifope call hii there loBeryn fogroundly, 
"I'hat at lall tint wai no man with Ifopc To pryvj, 
Kf^furling to hb Ibippis, comyng to and fro, 
ThoroDghe the wit of Geffrey, that eche day it filb 
That Ifope coude DO whcrchere when Berynwaaab- 
So Beryn mult nedit eche day be aftir fent ; [fcnt j 
And chcfc Le wa> of counfcU within the firdyere, 
Thoroughe the wit of Geffrey, that erhcdey did hyin 
Icre. 3IJ3 

Thii Ifope hid a dnughtir bclwene hym and h!a wyfc 
That was a hit a creature at myghc here lyfe, 
Wyfe, and eke bounleTOufe, and hcnyng with all. 
That heir Ihiild be oTiir hisdcy of hialordfhippiaalle t 
So, IhorCly to conclude, the mariage wat made 
Ueiwene hir and Beryn, many ■ man to glade, 3179 
SafFthe burgcylin of the town, of fallbede that were 
Sue iheywcccvic hold fo low ondiifote [locei 



That they miEht ant rcgne, hut at lift fan 
. vc their cniidiciouni- an<l their falb la 
II ^nd Gcffrry tnatle thcni (o tame 
: thiy ameiidit echcdcy, andj^atalicl 
• i.;i.trri.7 made Diryn hjg cnemyeii to 
! rr:[:^hlliyni loH'orfliipihorotiEhehi 
Hod u; grauni grace to fyndi (ach a 
II u'c hsvc ncdc ! and thus 1 make an c 
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